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Steeplejacks 
race time 
on Lee job 


By John S, Egan 


LEE — Pedestrians crane their necks 
at a tiny figure slowly ascending a rope 
toward the top of the First Congrega- 
tional Church’s 198-foot steeple. Other fig- 
ures move about on scaffolding. The 
weather is cold and damp, and a couple 
of the pedestrians tighten their coats 
against the wind. 


On the steeple, ite air feels even colder 


and the wind more blustery. But one fig- 
ure on the scaffolding dismisses the cold 
with a toughness characteristic of the 
workers who spend most, of their work 
days dangling from ropes far above the 
ground. 

“It may be windier, but it’s drier up 
here than on the ground,” says Francis 
Allard of Wales. “That helps dry the 
paint faster.” 

Allard, a professional steeplejack, for 
the past two months has been overseeing 
the massive rehabilitation of the church’s 
deteriorating steeple. The $54,000 job was 
begun im late summer. Allard and his 
crew have stripped away layers of rock- 
hard paint from the steeple, torn out rot- 
ted pieces of planking and molding, and 
fastened down stainless-steel flashing on 
the structure’s horizontal surfaces. 

Now, with November already here, Al- 
lard’s crew is racing winter. 

With luck, the contractor will finish 
the job next week, he said. 
* * * * 


For Allard, and others like him, 
steeplejacking offers a lucrative and 
challenging way of making a living. 
Clearly, the profession isn’t for most 
people. Anyone with a fear of heights 
wouldn’t bother applying. Neither would 
anyone who suffers from heart problems 
or who gets bored sitting in one position 
for hours at a time. 

“There’s not a lot of people who want 
to do this work,”’ he says. ‘“‘A fellow won’t 
usually approach me about work unless 

e’s sure he can do it.” 

The members of Allard’s crew take a 
break from the chilling wind and eat 
lunch inside a blue van parked in front of 
the church. 

Dressed against the cold and dripping 
paint, the men look like gyspies. Clair E. 
“Butch” Church Jr., in paint-spattered 
blue jeans, sweat shirt and beat up 
sneakers, pulls a sandwich out of a sack. 
He’s wearing’a winter cap, with the flaps 
down over the ears. 

A fellow steeplejack, Roger Jolin, is 
dressed in much the same way but is 
wearing leather boots and no cap. Jolin 
tells a visitor that sneakers are superior 
to boots when it comes to clambering 
around the top of a spire. 

Whatever the choice of footgear, the 
steeplejack takes each step on the steeple 
with great care. 

ee eee 


All work on the first 150 feet of the 
steeple is done from scaffolding set up 
around the structure. The sections of 
scaffolding took two weeks to snap into 
place. 
~ The work on the section of spire beyond 
the scaffolding is done from a boat- 
swains’ chair, which is a board attached 
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HIGH-RISE worker Greg Greika, steeplejack working on First Con- 
gregational Church steeple restoration, prepares to install new piece of 
stainless steel flashing. Greika is standing on horizontal shelf just below 
the steeple belfry. I. was’an Indian summer day when this photo was 


taken. 


to a rope. The rope is threaded through a 
pulley at the top of the spire. 

Last week, Jolin and some of the other 
steeplejacks were “burning off” paint 
from the top of the spire. Actually, there 
is no open flame involved, Allard quickly 
points out, because of the danger an open 
flame poses to a wooden structure. The 
Steeplejacks instead use “‘Cal-rod” heat- 
ers to remove the hardened enamel. The 
work goes slowly because there are so 
many layers of paint and because cold 
weather diminishes the effectiveness of 
the heaters. ‘ 


After the spire has been stripped-down’ 


to the old base coat, a new base coat is 
applied. Caulking and two finish coats 
follow. 


* * * * 


Because they work at such heights, the 
men exercise an almost ritualistic care. 
One steeplejack says he won’t use a rope 
and pulley that he hasn’t put up himself. 
Allard purchased new ropes for the First 
Congregational Church job. The Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Administration 
inspected all scaffolding before work 
could begin. 

Despite such thoroughness, incidents 
sometimes occur. 

During a discussion of the nature of 
steeplejacking, Jolin has been sitting qui- 
etly in one corner of the van. Earlier in 
the morning, the steeplejack was at work 


in a boatswain’s chair high up on the 
spire when a kink worked its way out of 
the rope. Jolin suddenly dropped about 6 
inches. He points out that a 6-inch drop 
may not sound like much but “‘it feels a 
lot longer’”’ when you’re suspended 180 
feet above the ground. Until the rope 
catches, he says, you don’t know how 


“long the drop will be. 


The steeplejack admits that he was 
“Still cooling out’’ at lunchtime. One of 
his co-workers brings the conversation to 
an abrupt end. with a cliche. 


“Tt ain’t the fall that hurts’you, it’s the 
sudden stop,” he laughs. 

According to the steeplejacks, the work 
is generally much like any ‘kind of paint- 
ing and carpentry work, except that it 
takes place at height: The pay-scale is 
correspondingly higher, with rates rang- 
ing from about $7 or $8 an hour to as 
much as $45 an hour on union jobs in 
large cities. Otherwise, the men are just 
as dirty and paint-splattered as other 
commercial painters by the end of the 
day. 

After lunch, the steeplejacks re-mount 
the steeple and take position in their 
chairs and hoist themselves. The k of the 
ropes going through the pulleys sounds 
like the cries of shorebirds. Then it stops 
and the workers fasten themselves in po- 
sition and start another afternoon of 
paint removal and priming. 


was last night. 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Superintendent Mau- 
rice J, Boulanger and the Lee 
School Committee took a first 
step toward formulation of a 
minimum-competency __ testing 
policy by scheduling a special 
meeting on Oct. 10 for discussion 
of the proposal. 

While Boulanger and school 
administrators have been work- 
ing on the creation of a testing 
policy in the basic skills of read- 
ing, writing and mathematics, 
the Oct 10 meeting marks the 
first formal involvement of the 
School Committee in the policy 
formulation. 

The state Board of Education 
Tuesday adopted a statewide 
minimum-competency _ testing 
policy that will require testing in 
basic skills by 9th grade in all 
Massachusetts school systems. 
The policy leaves timing and 
formulation of the tests up to lo- 
cal school committees. The pro- 
gram is expected to be 
implemented in the 1980-1981 
school year. 

Referring to the recent state 


ment, School Committee Mem- 
ber John Deian asked Boulanger 
what action local administrators 
were taking to create the testing 
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COMPETENCY-TESTING policy is called for by Lee School Committee mem- 
ber John Dolan, at right. Superintendent Maurice J. Boulanger, at left, responded 
that administrative planning was already under way. School Committee meeting 


Lee school board moves 
to adopt testing policy 


“From all the publicity going development of the policy, 


on, it looks like it’s going to 
come in a couple of years,” said 
Dolan. ‘‘I’d like to see some kind 
of outline for the future. I don’t 
know how long something like 
this would take to implement, 
but I’d like to see a plan.” © 

“We're not going to wait,” 
said Boulanger. “I’ve been talk- 
ing with Robert Lucy and Henry 
Zukowski (principal and vice 
principal of Lee High School) for 
some time. We’ve gone deeply 
into it, but I hadn’t felt we were 
ready to come before the School 
Committee yet. But the School 
Committee will be very involved 
in this whole thing.” 

Besides School Committee in- 
volvement in minimum-compe- 
tency testing policy formulation, 
a parent-advisory group will be 
created to provide input into the 


- 


Library Sets S)2q/, | 
last film program * _ his 


| 


Boulanger said. 
“We're going to have to decide 
what children should know by 


the time they get to a certain | 
grade,” Boulanger said. “And — 


more important, we’re going to 


insist that children reach that 


level.” 

The superintendent said that 
while state Secretary of Educa- 
tional Affairs Paul Parks had 
recommended one testing in the 
lower grades and another test- 
ing by 9th grade, he would ‘“‘like 
to see more frequent tests than 
that.” 

While the Lee schools now 
give students standardized tests 
each year, administrators will 
have to evaluate new tests and 
probably choose one that can be 
used in the competency testing. 

Dolan suggested that the 
School Committee also ‘‘should 
take a look at the grading sys- 
tem.’’ 

Boulanger and the School 
Committee tentatively decided 
to set aside another meeting 


|date, possibly the second 


Tuesday in November, for the 
| discussion of grading and other 
matters relating to competency 
| testing. 


Winters. 
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Lee book 
on sale 
tomorrow 


LEE — The town’s bicenten- 
nial history, ‘‘See All the 
People,” goes on sale to the pub- 
lic at 9 a.m. tomorrow at 
McClelland Drug Store on Main 
Street, author Florence S, Con- 
solati announced. 

Paul Peiffer: and Francis G. 
Fanning, Lee History Com- 
mittee members, will handle the 
sales. 

Three thousand copies of the 


| bicentennial book, a history of 


the past 100 years in Lee, were 


| printed, including 1,500 hard 


cover editions and 1,500 soft 
cover copies. 

Distribution of the 800-plus 
books ordered before publication 
began this morning at the Town 
Hall. The books will also be 


| given out tomorrow from 9 a.m. 


to 4 p.m. and on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Thursday 
evening from 7 to 9. $ 
Charlotte P. Davis of the His- 
tory Committee is in charge of 


| the distribution of books to sub- 


scribers. She is being assisted 


, by Kathleen McIntyre and Linda 
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LEE — The Lee Library’s — ty 

film program next Tuesday at 10 a it ‘ 
a.m. will be the last of the sum: 
mer, Librarian Betty L. Dennis 
announced. 

After the movies there will be | 
an awards ceremony for all | 
readers who completed the ree) 
quirements of the “Mark Twain 
Reading Club - Travel the Mis- 
-Sissippi.”, The annual punch and; 
cookie party will follow. = | 


; “Andy Holden 
TEARING DOWN the net is Lorraine Derrick of 
Lee after the Wildcats’ win over St. Joseph’s that 
clinched a tie for the Southern Meet crown. Sally 

tt he 


Gangell (23) and Anne Marie 
rick. 


at Der- 
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LEE HIGH quiz team pose; 


Hibbard, Scott Lindsay and Barbara VanOrman. 
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_ LHS quiz team to compete on TV 


LEE — The Lee High School 
| quiz team will compete again to- 
morrow at 7:30 p.m. the tele- 
Vision program, “As Schools 
' Match Wits,” seen on Channel 22 

out of Springfield. 

Lee beat Chicopee High School 
last Saturday and this week will 
compete against Cathedral High 
School of Springfield. 

There are no prizes,-but three- 


competitions. 


shire County schools. 


Lohbauer, 
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Laurence J. Tierney, | 
3 Lee soldier, (411 5- | 
| dies in Tex. crash 
LEE — Pfc. Laurence J.- 
Tierney, 18, of Pease Terrace, 
stationed with the U.S. Army at 
Ft. Hood, Tex., was killed in an 
automobile accident in Belton, | 
Tex., Sunday morning. | 
| Born in Watertown, Conn., the 
|. son of William and Vivian Gibbo | 
Tierney, he spent his early life 
in Waterbury, Conn., before 
moving to Lee with his parents 


1%. 


4 George’s Episcopal Church 
= here. 
; Besides his parents, he is sur- 


mother, Mrs. Ethel Tierney of 

; ester, Conn.; and two 
brothers, William T. Tierney 
and Kenneth A. Tierney, both at 

me. 

nc funeral will be Friday 
morning at 10:15 from the Kelly 
Funeral Home with 11 a.m. ser- | 


= 


vices at St. George’s Church. 
jal will be in Fairmount 


i hours at the Kelly Fu- 
Home will be Thursday 


*~ 


with TV show moderator Phil Sheardson, second 
from right in rear. Team menibers, left to right, are Robert Lohbauer, Catherine 


time winners are eligible for the 
playoffs, which are scholarship 


Team adviser is Kathleen 
Hall, a teacher at Lee High 
School. Members meet tie first 
Wednesday of each monjth for 
quiz sessions with other) Berk- 


Team members are Scott 
Lindsay, a junior, and Robert 
Catherine Hibbard 
and Barbara VanOrman, sen- 


te 3 See 


| 
iors. Alternate members of the | 
Lee team are Robert Sorrentino, | 
Joyce Greenleaf and Daryl | 
Wheeler. 
This year is the second in a | 
row that the Lee team has en- 
tered broadcast competition. 
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By John S. Egan 


LEE — The opening of 
_ “Greener Pastures’ religious 
bookshop helps fill a general 
need for more stores special- 
izing in Christian literature, ac- 
cording to shop owner Mrs, 
Charles A. Alliss of Becket. 
_“T feel as though. there’s a 
lack of Christian bookstores 
throughout the entire North- 
east,” says Mrs. Alliss. 
' Mrs. Alliss, a native of 
_ Becket, recently returned to the 
area after living in Florida for 


/ nominationalism,” says Mrs. Al-| 


Booksellers Association. It 
| doesn’t push any particular 


| James Version,” “The Living| | 
| Bible,” and “Good News for. 


" several years. Her ana oo oe 


owner of the shop, works for the % 
E.D. Jones Division of the Beloit 
Corp. in Dalton. 
She and her husband opened | 
the shop, located in Park Plaza | 
on Park Street, Nov. 1. 
“T’ve been thinking that God | 
wanted me to open a Christian 
bookstore for the past two 


, 


ane she said. “It’s been 7 b- 79 3 i % 
owly coming. The store is a 

witness to Christianity first and W é 

a business second.” BP hon Ors 


The shop offers a wide range 
of religious books and Bible ‘ 
translations for Protestants and y 
Catholics. 

“T don’t get involved in de- 


Miss Dennis 


Miss Betty Dennis of East 
Lee, Lee librarian ‘for 37 years, 
Was honored by the Pittsfield 
Business and Professional 

. Women’s Club at a dinner meet- 
ing Tuesday at the Stanley Club. 


The club, in celebrati - 
tional business aiihien's eee 
each October, makes the award 
to a person in the community 
Who has done outstanding work 
thing on anybody,” she says. “It | 1” Civie participation, the arts or 
should be their choice. I just put Personal development, _ 
the books on the shelf.” -| | Miss Dennis spoke on chil- 
Among the editions of the | dren’s work at. the library in 
pile ci eee are conjunction with the Inter- 
“The Way” Bible, “The Ne national Year i 2 
American Catholic Bible,” “The hy ey pan 


vance. She establish 
Good News Bible,” “The King| children’s room at the tears 


early in her career, Last No- 


vember, when the librar Sn 
Modern Man.” There are both) wing was dedicated, she was 


Tegular and large-print editions| honored by having the new en- 


of most available. larged children’s room 
Mrs. Alliss also stocks Sunday | for her. aa aaa 


aes . “e 
Wiener 


liss. “I’m finding that people at} 
first thought I was associated 
with some cult. I’m not. I get all 
my books from the Christian 


branch of Christianity.” 
Neither does Mrs. Alliss, “ 
don’t feel you should push any 


John S. Egan 
LARGE-PRINT edition of the Bible is displayed by Mrs. Charles A. Alliss, 
owner of Greener Pastures, a bookstore featuring religious literature that opened re- 


ee. 


Becket native opens shop 
featuring religious books 


also supply anything for any | 
church, Protestant or Catholic,” 
she said. “‘Hymnals, choir robes, 
church ‘bulletin papers, furni- 
ture, whatever.” 

Greener Pastures is open 
Tuesday through Friday from 
9:30 a.m. to 5:30°p.m., and on | 
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


school materials, jewelry featur- 
ing Christian symbols, and cas- 
settes and records of religious 
musical groups. There are even 
bumper stickers with a religous 
theme. One sticker reads “Beat 
the Heat - Go to Heaven,” 

Any book not in stock can be 
ordered, Mrs. Alliss said. “I’ll 
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iE — A vacant lot next to 

old movie theater on Main 

et will become a parking lot 
for the boarded-up theater build- 
ing, owner Edward J. Cristiano 
said Friday. 

Off-street parking will make 
the building a more attractive 
rental property, according to 
Cristiano. He said he does not 
now have any tenants for the 


property nor know what the 


- DEMOLITION of house adjacent to the former Lée 
eatre on Main Street in Lee exposed connection be- 
tween the house and the moviehouse, which is at left. 


Theater was operated b 


The vacant lot was created year before closing again. The 
when a house next to the movie property is now owned by a 
theater was fazed about two trust composed of Cristiano and 
weeks ago. The house, which re- relatives. 
cently contained apartments, ‘The first thing we’re doing is 
had been owned by Cristiano’s cosmetically fixing the property 
grandfather and then by his up,” said Cristiano. He said that 
aunt, the late Mrs. Anthony F. he planned to repair brick work 
Serra, who built the movie thea- and patch holes along the thea- 
ter in 1939, and ran it for more ter wall that was exposed by the 
than 20 years. The theater demolition of the adjacent 
closed in 1962 and then reopened house. Blacktopping of the va- 


y the late Mrs. Anthony F. 
Serra, who lived in the house. 


John S. Egan 


Owner plans to rent out former Lee theater 


“The property will be fixed 
right,” he said. “I want the 


building to be an asset to the . 


town.” 


Leaks from the roof of the old 
movie theater and a crumbling 
terrazzo floor prompted town of- 
ficials earlier this year to com- 
plain about the theater 
conditions to Cristiano, who sub- 
sequently hired contractors to 
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Lee operators 
adopt ‘handles’ 
for CB radio 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — The town’s switch- 
board operators have joined the 
ranks of citizens band radio en- 
thusiasts. 

The operators, who work the 
24-hour switchboard in the base- 
ment of the Town Hall, adopted 
their ‘‘handles’’ last week, 
shortly after the arrival of a 
new 40-channel CB radio. The 
radio was ordered by the town’s 
Emergency Services Com- 


mittee, and installed near the 
plectron receiver, county fire 
phones and other emergency 
equipment. 

Coming up with the “‘han- 
dies,” the nicknames that CB 
themselves, wasn’t too hard for 
the town’s operators — Lena D. 
Bettega, Mary I. Serra, Char- 
lene Abderhalden, and Joan R. 
Wheeler. Mrs. Bettega, a Lee se- 
lectman, chose ‘Switchboard 
Lady.” Mary Ingegni Serra used 
her initials to create the handle 
“Ttalian MIS.’’ Mrs. Abderhal- 
den opted for ‘‘Chooki,” a name 
given her by the Lee Police De- 
partment, which shares. the 
basement of Town Hall with the 
switchboard. 


No choice 


Only Mrs. Wheeler, who has 
perhaps the most colorful handle 
of all, didn’t have any choice in 
the matter. Mrs. Wheeler works 
the midnight to 8 a.m. shift. The 
other operators, she said, de- 
cided her handle should be 
“Midnight Lady.” 

The CB radio was ordered to 
allow the switchboard operators 
to maintain contact with police 


in 1967, operating for less than a_ cant lot is slated for the spring. 


building will be used for. make repairs. 


Ma cruisers that go beyond the 
transmitting limits of the police 
radio. It also could be used as 
an alternate means of communi- 
cations during natural disasters 
and other emergencies. 


Nov. 11: Funeral of Norman Rockwell brought na- 


} tional attention to Stockbridge, where the illustrator John §.Egan The Town Hall CB normally is 
had made his home for the last 25 years of his life. Lena D. Bettega : kept tuned to Channel 9, a na- 
Some 400 spectators gathered outside St. Paul’s ‘Switchboard Lady tional emergency channel. 


Church. His studio will become a museum. 
Ly .*) ae es ti Aud SB 


Institute cites 


Lee’s chief 


LEE — The New England In- 
stitute of Law Enforcement 
Management commended acting 
Lee Police Chief Edward J. Fin- 
negan on completion of the insti- 
tute’s three-week command 
training program. 

Acting Chief Finnegan was 
given a three-week leave from 
duty to attend the course, held 
at Babson College in Wellesley. 
He completed it Nov. 12. The Se- 
lectmen received a letter re- 
garding Finnegan’s 
performanee from Charles V. 
Barry of the institute this week. 

“It is our belief that acting 
Chief Finnegan, through the dili- 
gence and dedication he dis-, 
played during the course of the 
program, has strengthened his 
knowledge of supervision, com- 
munications, management and 
human relations,” Barry said, 
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LEE KEY CLUB members Pam ‘Wickham, left, 
and Mary Jo Keenan; second from left, enjoy light mo- 
ment with Selectman Lena D. Bettega. Club members 


Lee youths propose cleanup, __ 
‘repairs at Golden Hill forest 


By John S. Egan 
LEE — Four Lee High School Key Club 
members last night unveiled plans to 
clean up rubbish and repair a vandalized 
picnic shelter at the town’s Golden Hill 
Park. ; 
“We'd like to restore it,” Gregory 


Gregory Taillefer 
Golden Hill is a resource 


PRE eee Ge ee we tee te ee, 


Taillefer told the Selectmen. ‘‘As we see 
it, Golden Hill is a resource. We can use 


Golden Hill to build things off of. 


“The town has been looking for a con- 
structive place where kids can do their 
thing,” he continued. “It’s an ‘ideal spot 
for a youths’ center. We could make a 
softball field, or put plastic down and 
make a hockey rink in winter. We could 
organize a ski club. We want to make a 
place where parents can feel good about 
their kids.” 

The town now has no youth center, 
Taillefer continued. While the Golden Hill 
shelter has in the past been the site of 
drinking parties and occasional van- 
dalism, the Key Club members said a 
cleanup project would give local youths 
something constructive to do there. 

“We've got about 50 kids ready to 
help,” said club secretary Paméla Wick- 
ham. “We feel the youth need something 
constructive to do.” Key Club activities, 
like the recent Operation Nightmare II at 
the Lee Grange Hall or the proposed 
project “get us todo something over the 
weekend,” she said. ‘It’s better than:sit- 
ting around and watching the cars go by. 
But we'd like your backing on it.” 

Selectmen Chairman William M. Mur- 
phy and the other Selectmen gave the 


presented Golden Hill Forest: shelter cleanup project 
proposal to Selectmen last night. 


Photos by John S. Egan | 


club their blessings. 

“I think this is what we’ve been wait- 
ing for,” he said. ‘Somebody to take it on | 
as a project.”’ 

Taillefer said club members were look- 
ing for sponsors and materials. 

“We've got wooden shingles for the 
shelter roof,” he said. “We need materi- 
als to rebuild the picnic tables. We need 
new trash barrels. All we need is materi- 
als and we'll do the work.” ' 

Selectman John E. DeVarennes sug- 
gested that Key Club members talk to| 
Department of Public Works Superin- 
tendent J. Peter Scolforo about materi- 
als. He also suggested that the high 
school shop might be interested in fabri- 
cating picnic tables, 

Francis D. Foley Jr. of Pease Terrace, 
a member of the Lee Lion’s Club, told the 
students that other service organizations 
would be interested in pitching in on the 
project. 

Key Clubbers will meet at the Golden 
Hill shelter at noon Saturday to get 
started on cleaning up the area, Mary Jo 
Keenan, project chairman said. 

“I give you a lot of credit for just think- 
ing of going up there and cleaning up,” 
Said Selectman Lena D. Bettega. “That's | 
quite a job.” 
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Sales agreement signed for Lee restaurant, inn 


"LEE — Two Eastern Massa-. 


chusetts businessmen have 
signed an agreement to huy the 
Morgan House Restaurant, 
which has been closed since 
early September. 

The agreement on the 19th 
century inn was signed Oct. 30 
by two buyers from Salem, ac- 
cording to realtors Isodore 
Goodman of Pittsfield and Rich- 
ard M. Krzynowek of Great Bar- 
rington. Goodman and 
Krzynowek, both officers in Is- 
good Realty, are negotiating the 
Sale. 

The prospective purchasers 
put a cash binder on the prop- 
erty, according to Krzynowek. 
The real estate agent declined to 
indentify the buyers or to dis- 
close the sale price. 

He said the two Eastern Mas- 
sachusetts residents are at- 
tempting to secure financing to 
close the deal. 

The asking price for the res- 
taurant has been reported in the 
range of between $250,000 and 
$300,000. ; 


Maria Cole of Tyringham, 
owner of the Morgan House, in 
early September announced she 
was closing the combination inn 
and restaurant because she did 
not have time to continue oper- 
ating the facility as it should be 
operated. 


Franklin 


Advertisment announcing the 
sale of the structure appeared in 
the WallStreet Journal. 

The inn features a large first- 
floor dining area ahd separate 
bar and cocktail lounge. The 
second and third floors have a 
total of 15 guest rooms. 


L. Couch, 


was leading Dalton 


By Edward J. Farrell 


DALTON — Franklin L. 
“Cap” Couch, 87, of 22 Central 
Ave., one of Dalton’s most dis- 
tinguished residents, veteran of 
two world wars, world traveler, 
and former Congregational min- 
ister, died yesterday at the Dal- 
ton Convalescent and Nursing 
Home after a long illness. 

For many years, Scouting was 
a full-time occupation through 
which he touched the lives and 
influenced a complete gener- 
ation of Dalton youth. He do- 


« nated much of his time and 


| personal funds in making Troop 
4, of which he was Scoutmaster, 
world famous for both its size 
and inovative activities. 

| In the late 1930s, Troop 4, 
| Which was headquartered in the 
Dalton Congregational Church, 
was recognized as the largest 
| Boy Scout troop in the world. 

| The Scout troop sponsored a 
wide assortment of functions 
that were beyond the scope of 
most troops at the time, includ- 
ing extended camping and hik- 
ing trips to the White Mountains 
in New Hampshire and trips to 
Connecticut beaches. 


Civic services 


Mr. Couch also nurtured a 
Sense of civic responsibility 
among troop members by organ- 
izing search programs for miss- 
ing persons, flood-relief services 
for victims of the 1927 Becket 
flood, routine Shoveling out of 
fire hydrants after winter 
storms, and entertainment for 
shut-ins. 

Although he was a man of var- 


| ied interests, his Boy Scouts 
| were his main concern for many 


years. Mr. Couch had a special 


| entrance in his Main Street 
| home that led into his private of- 


fice and library, where he was 
always available for counseling 
and advice to those who sought 
it. 

He was known to everyone as 
“Cap Couch,” mostly because 
he left the U.S. Army at the end 


_ of World War I with the rank of 


captain. 

He served as commissioner of 
the Berkshire County Boy Scout 
Council for seven years and 
gave Camp Sunrise in Otis to the 


_ Council to be used as a summer 


Franklin L. Couch 


camp for county Scouts. 

He stepped down as Scoutmas- 
ter in 1934 to devote his time to 
publishing the Village Press, a 
weekly newspaper that em- 
ployed mostly former Troop 4 
Scouts. 

The paper later became The 
Dalton News Record. 

He also spent time between 
his Scouting duties and his pub- 
lishing activites as personnel di- 
rector for Crane & Co., which 
was founded by his grandfather, 
Zenas Crane. 

Mr. Couch’s military career 
began while he was a student at 
Yale. He served in the National 
Guard Field Artillery as a pri- 
vate and saw duty at the Mexi- 
can border in 1916. He went on 
active duty with the Army after 
his graduation from Yale in 
1917, was commissioned an offi- 
cer in the Field Artilery and 
sent to France. 

Upon his return to Dalton, he 
became the first commander of 
the American Legion Benjamin 
J. Sullivan Post. 

He was recalled to active duty 
in 1943 and served in the Philip- 


Pines. He left active duty in 1950 


and retired from the Army Re- 
serve Corps two years later with 
the rank of colonel. 


Switched to preaching 


Shortly after leaving the mili- 
tary life, he switched to preach- 
ing, serving first as a lay 


The Morgan House was built 
in the early 1800s as a private 
residence by William Potter, 


who moved to Lee in 1817. He. 


lived in it until 1853, when Ed- 
ward Morgan purchased the 
building and converted it to a 
stagecoach inn. 
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preacher in New Hampshire and 
later as lay pastor of the Tyr- 
ingham Union Church. 

It was in this post that he 
founded Tyringham Topics, a 
quarterly newsletter about life 
in Tyringham. To report Tyr- 
ingham gossip, always benign, 
he invited a character named 
“Myrtle the Turtle.” 


He was ordained in 1966 by the 
Berkshire Association of Congre- 
gational Churches and Minis- 
ters, and was the only man 
without seminary training in 
Berkshire County to be given the 
full rights and privileges of the 
Congregational Church. 


He managed to couple his 
church duties with those of the 
post as director of the Dalton 
Civil Defense, a job he held for 
17 years. 


Wrote town history 


He retired as minister of the 
Tyringham Church in 1973 and 
immediately turnéd his efforts 
to composing a history of Dal- 
ton, which was published in 1978. 

Mr. Couch was honored by iii 
town in 1977 for his work as 
chairman of the town’s Bicen- 
tennial Commission and his 
portrait was hung in the Crane 
Room of the Town Hall, along 
with several other members of 
the Crane family. 


He was born in New York 
City, son of Dr. Franklin M. 
Couch and Jeanne L. Crane. He 
prepared for Yale at Hotchkiss 
School 

Mr. Couch and his wife, the 
former Ruth Pierce, were hon- 
ored by the town in 1970 on their 
50th wedding anniversary. 

In addition to his wife, he 
leaves three sons, Robert B. 
Couch, Easthamton; Dr. Nathan 
P. Couch, a surgeon at Peter 
Bent Brigham Hospital in Bos- 
ton, and Franklin L. Couch Jr. 
of Abington, Md. A fourth son, 
Navy Lt. James B. Couch, was 
killed in the Korean War. 

Mr. Couch is also survived by 
12 grandchildren and 2 great- 
granchildren. 

There will be a private burial 
service in the Main Street Ceme- 
tery with memorial services to 


be held Saturday at'2 p.m. at the . 


Dalton Congregational Church. 
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_LEE — The long-awaited bi- 
centennial history of Lee will be 
available to the public Christ- 
mas week, the book’s printer an- 
nounced. 

Thomas R. Reardon, vice 
president of Studley Press Inc. 
of Dalton, said today that copies 
of the 426-page book would be 
returned from the bindery and 
released to the public before the 
end.of December. 

The publishing of the book had 
been scheduled for last March 
but was set back several times 
because of revisions and pub- 
lishing delays. 

The book is titled “See All the 
People, or Life in Lee.” Written 
by Florence S. Consolati, a Lee 
resident, the book contains more 
than 500 illustrations, including 
a map of Lee by Vaughan Gray 
of Glendale. Three thousand 
copies are being printed. 

The Specialty Paper Divison 
of the Mead Corp. in South Lee 
donated $2,500 worth of paper 
for the book. Clark-Aiken Co. is 
donating a truck and personnel 
to pick up copies of the book 
next month. 

The volume will chronicle, in 
words and pictures, the history 


Legion post 
honors veterans 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 
Veterans of American Legion 
Post 127 were honored Nov. 12 
with a dinner given by the legion 
auxiliary at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Tryon. 

About 40 guests attended the 
dinner, including the post’s one 
remaining charter member, 
Wallace Tryon of Monterey. A 
memorial service was held in 
memory of deceased veterans 
and auxiliary members. 

County Commander Clement 
St. Hilaire addressed the group 
and gave a story about the 
founding of the American Le 
gion. Anthony Sacco, depart- 
ment chairman for membership, 
spoke on the organization’s com- 
munity work. 

Auxiliary members Alida Hig- 
gins and Anne Tryon recently 
made a visit to the Veterans’ 
Hospital in Northampton to de- 
liver 65 Christmas gifts from the 
unit for the annual gift shop held 
by the auxiliary for members of 
the veterans’ families. 


Lockheed promotes 
Barrington man 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 
The Lockheed Electronics Co. 
Inc. of Plainfield, N.J., has an- 
nounced the appointment of 
Louis B. Gerold of Taconic Ave- 
nue as northeast regional sales 
manager for the firm’s petro- 
leum products line. 

Gerold will be responsible for 
sales activities on the Lockheed 
computing register, an auto- 
matic invoicing system for the 
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Lee history book 
readied for sale 
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of the town for the past 100 
years and will serve as a com- 
panion volume to the “‘Centen- 
nial History of Lee,” published 
in 1878. 


Author is resident 


The book’s author, Mrs. Con- 
solati, researched area libraries 
for nearly 18 months and inter- 
viewed at least 35 elderly Lee 
residents in preparing the manu- = 
script. ¥ 

The wife of retired Lee High *,:°@& 
School athletic director and foot- 
ball coach John J. Consolati, — 
Mrs. Consolati moved from New * 
York City to Lee with her par- oF %, 
ents when she was 6 years old. 
She edited the Lee High School 
newspaper, and following her 
graduation in 1932, worked as a ; 
reporter for the Berkshire Glea- 
ner, a weekly Lee newspaper 
that ceased publication in 1944. 
She subsequently became a cor- 
respondent for the Springfield 
Union and a reporter for The 
Berkshire Eagle. 

One of the Consolati’s six chil- 
dren, Deidre, who worked for 
several years as as editor at 
Ziff-Davis Publishing Co. in New 
York City, was editor of the bi- 
centennial history. A son, Jay 
Consolati, worked on the index. 

The jacket of the book was de- 
signed by Noel Werrett of New 
York City, art director of Quest 
magazine, a friend of the Conso- 
latis who has a vacation home in 
Ancram, N.Y. Warren D. Fow- 
ler of Lenox and Paul Rocheleau 
of Richmond shot photographs 
for the book’s cover. 

The prices of the book will in- 
crease after publication. Prices 
are now $3.95 for the softcover 
edition for Lee residents and 
$4.95 for non-residents, and $8.95 
for the hard-cover copy for Lee : 
residents and $9.95 for non-resi- 
dents. 

Advance orders may be made 
through Charlotte Davis of 
Navin Avenue, chairman of the 
printing committee. Checks 
should be made out to the Lee 
Bicentennial Committee, Mrs. 

Consolati said. 

The ‘Centennial History of 

Lee,’’ commissioned by the 
town, appeared in March 1878. It 
was begun by the Rev. C.M. 
Hyde of Haverhill, who com- 
pleted a year’s research before 
being named president of the 
Pacific’ Theological Institute of 
Honolulu, Hawaii. The centen- 
nial committee then named Al- 
exander Hyde of Lee to 
complete the writing of the 352- 
page history. 

The latter Hyde founded the | 
Lee Academy on High Street 
and subsequently ran a boarding 
school on West Park Street. A 
scientific gardener who wrote 
columns for The New York 
Times, Hyde declined the presi- 
dency of the State Agricultural 
College at Amherst, now the 
University of Massachusetts. 
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Barbara Guttorm: 
CHRISTMAS WREATH and basket will be sold at annual Christmas bazaar of 
St. George’s Church in Lee on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Holding the wreath is 
Mrs. Leon Pecon of Pine Ridge Drive. With basket is Mrs. William E. Cuene of 
Bradley Street. The bazaar, sponsored by the Episcopal Church Women of St. 


George’s Church under the directi “S\Mrs. Nils Guttormsen of Chapel Street, will 
offer wreaths, decorations, food al % Wises. 
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| “LEE — The Kimberly-Clark 
Corp., which operates four 
Schweitzer Division paper mills 
here, is increasing its monthly 
pension payments as much as 25 
percent to about 4,000 retirees or 
their survivors drawing pensions 
before 1977, the corporation an- 
nounced this week. 


The pension boost was de- 
signed to “offset the rising cost 
of living,” the company said. 

The pension hike will mean 
bigger monthly checks for most 
of Schweitzer’s 182 local retir- 

| “ees, according to Gary R. Mor- 
‘ton, personnel director at the 
/ ‘company’s Lee mills. The in- 
) “creases will be included with the 
' January 1979 pension payments. 
This is the company’s third 
“pension supplement since 1970. 
“The boost will cost the corpo- 
tation more than $17 million 


Kimberly-Clark 
is increasing 
pension payments 


over the years, Kimberly-Clark 
said. The pension hikes vary 
from 7 percent for those who re- 
tired in 1976 to 25 percent for 
those who retired in 1958 or ear- 
lier. 

Monthly pension payments to 


former employees who retiredin 


1977 or 1978 remain unchanged, 


however, because “‘it is felt that 5 


their retirement incomes hadn’t 
been as seriously affected by in- 
flation as those who retired ear- 
lier,” the company said. 

Letters announcing the pen- 
sion increases were sent to 
Schweitzer retirees earlier this 
week, Morton said. 


For last minute shopping. 
Open all day Sun. Dec. 24th, 8:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Open Christmas 
day Dec. 25th, 8:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. McClelland Rexall, Main 
St. — Adv. 


John S, Egan 
GINGERBREAD LIBRARY gets close inspection from these three young Lee 
residents, from left to right, Elizabeth A. Palardy, David M. Mack and Karen J. 
Conroy. Barbara Guttormsen of 317 Chapel St., Lee, made the edible edifice, a rep- 
lica of the Lee Library and newly opened addition. It is on display at the library. 
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Lenox Library cutting | 


' hours to save fuel costs | 


LENOX — For the first time in more than 30 years, the | 
* Lenox Library will be on a reduced schedule for the duration 
| + of the winter. 

The board of managers voted Saturday to close the library 
on Mondays and to shorten the time it is open the rest of the 
week. The new schedule will go into effect on Jan. 1. 

Head librarian Margaret Kennard said yesterday that the | 
cost of heating the 163-year-old building had become too high | 
for the independent library to pay. The Lenox Library is sup- | 
ported by donations and endowments rather than by govern- | 
ment funds, 

Mrs, Kennard estimated that it costs $85 a day to heat the 
building on an average winter day. Heating bills of more than 
$1,200; aoeeh are commen; during the, colder? sons, she | 

The library now will be open from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. When | 
the warm weather returns, Mrs. Kennard said, the regular 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. schedule will be resumed. 


John S. Egan 


FURRY FRIENDS of the 5th grade at St. Mary’s School in Lee are held by stu- 
dents Lisa M. Harrison, left, and Lisa A. Salinetti. Frances Carty’s 5th grade class 
used the white rats in an experiment on the nutritional value of milk. 


_ Lee students seeking home 


LEE — The 5th grade class at St. Mary’s 
School is looking for a good home for two 8- 
week-old white rats. 
| The rodents, named Mork and Mindy. by 


Frances F. Carty’s 5th grade class, were used 
in a five-week nutritional experiment, spon- 
| sored by, the New England Dairy and Food 
Council. 
| The experiment was devised ‘‘to show the im- 
portance of milk in the diet of growing animals, 
| boys and girls included,” Mrs. Carty said. 

Both rats weighed one ounce, measured 8 
centimeters in length and were three weeks old 
at the beginning of the experiment. After five 
weeks on a milk-based diet, Mindy weighed 5% 
ounces and was 16% centimteters in length. Af- 
ter the same’period of time, Mork, whose diet 


| for rats used in diet test 


substituted cola for milk, weighed 1 ounce less 
and measured 1 centimeter shorter. 

Most students expressed a belief in the nutri- 
tional superiority of milk to soft drinks. ~ 

“Milk’s better for you,” said James Lahey. 
“We learned that soda isn’t any good for your 
muscles or teeth. If you eat a lot of junk food, 
it’s bad for you.” 

One student, however, seemed disappointed 
in the experiment’s results. 

“We were hoping that the rat with the cola 
would grow bigger,’ dead-panned Darren 
Mooney. “Then we could have had coke in the 
lunchroom, instead of milk.” 

Mrs. Carty asked that anyone interested in 
ane either Mork or Mindy contact the 
school. 
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to Lee Council on Aging. Listening, 
are William E. Noonan, Lee’s rep 


TRANSIT AUTHORITY administrator Louis J. 
Perachi, third from left, explains half-fare taxi service 
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from left to right, 
resentative to the 


For elderly and handicapped 
——_____7 Ses handicapped 


Haltf-price taxi rides proposed | 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Berkshire Regional Transit Au- 
thority (BRTA) officials last night met 
with the Council on Aging (COA) to go 
over a transit authority plan to offer half- 
fare tickets for elderly and handicapped 
residents who wish to use taxis. 

The COA, which had asked for the dis- 
Cussion after an initial misunderstanding 
of the BRTA plan, took no action on the 
Proposal. Under the plan, the COA would 

‘assume the duties of selling the half-price 
tickets locally. 

Council members originally had been 
concerned that the COA would be Tespon- 
sible for bearing the town’s 12% percent 
share of the ticket cost, and that the plan 
was being forced on the town. 

“It’s been said that this program is 
‘being shoved down somebody’s throat,’ ” 
Said Louis J. Perachi Jr., BRTA adminis- 
trater. “That’s not’ the case. You don’t 
have to participate in the program if you 
don’t want to.” 

Perachi explained that the BRTA, 


“which is made up of Pittsfield, Lee, 


Lanesboro, Lenox, Dalton, Hinsdale, 
Richmond and Lenox, had voted to estab- 
lish a “taxi ticket program because we 
felt another program was needed in addi- 
tion to existing services,” 

The program, first recommended to 
BRTA by the Berkshire County Regional 
Planning Commission in May 1977, 
makes tickets available to handicapped 
or elderly persons, who can use the tick- 
ets with a contracted local taxi service. 
The user buys the tickets for half-price. 
The federal government Pays 25 percent 
of the ticket cost, with the State and the 
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Charlotte Davis 
Questions cost 


town each paying 124 percent, 

The half-price ticket Program will sup- 
plement existing Services, such as the 
BRTA buses, which don’t run on week- 
ends, and private van Services, such as 
Uncle John’s Van, which is available in 
Lee three days a week. It also will enable 
elderly persons who live far from the bus 
lines a cheaper way of getting to a bus, 
Perachi said. 

“Tn Lee, you have a lot of people off the 
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Berkshire Regional Transit Authority, Kenneth E. 
Walto of the transit authority, and Mrs. Charles Flint 
of Cape Street, a council member. 


Photos by John S. Egan 


Said Perachi. “There are a lot of people] 
in East Lee and South Lee who could 
catch a ride for half-price to the bus and 
then ride to Pittsfield,” 

COA member Charlotte P. Davis’ com-, 
Plained that the council hadn’t been ade-| 
quately informed of the program. “Isn’t 
it true that if a Lee resident bought a/ 
half-price ticket in Pittsfield, from Pitts-| 
field to Lee, that we would be bound to 
honor it?” she asked. She also questioned 
how much the program would cost the 
town. 

Perachi: said the town would have to 
bear its share of the cost of tickets sold 
out-of-town to Lee elderly residents trav- | 
eling to Lee, and estimated the town’s | 
share of the program as between  $300- 
$400 in the first year. The town’s share | 
will be deducted from state reimburse- | 
ment to the town, he said. 


BRTA is asking’ councils on aging in | 
Lee, Dalton, Lanesboro and Lenox and 
other social service agencies in Pittsfield | 
to serve as ticket vendors, according to | 
Kenneth E. Walto of the BRTA. None of | 
the councils on aging in the former towns _ 
have decided yet to handle the tickets, he 
Said. Half-price taxi tickets are available 
in Pittsfield through the city’s senior cen- 
ter, the Berkshire Mental Health Center — 
and three other social service agencies, 

Park Taxi Service has been contracted 
by the BRTA to accept the half-fare tick- 
ets in Lee, once the program is under 
way. Park Taxi was the only local taxi 
Service to respond to an invitation to take 
a in the program, according to Pe- 
rachi, a= : 
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Francis X. Downing 
Go after grants 
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Ball field 
| for Maple St. 
OK’d by board 


LEE — The Lee School Com: 
mittee voted unanimously 

_ Tuesday to allow the Depart: 
{ ment of Public Works to develor 
a ball field on town-owned 
Maple Street property. | 
_ The land was purchased by 
| the town in the 1960s for the con- 
| struction of a new elementary 
| School and town swimming pool, 
_ The plan was approved at one 


special town meeting but voted 


down at a second Special town 
| Meeting. 


a The proposed use of the prop- | 
_ erty came up again when voters 
_ in 1976 rejected a $3.6 million 
_ Hew middle school, opting in- 
_ Stead to build a $1.4 million ad- 
; dition to the existing Central 
_ School on High Street. The land 
_ has never been developed. 


__, DPW Superintendent J. Peter 
‘ Scolforo Tuesday said the DPW 
_ wants to expand the existing 
_ fecreational facilities in town by 

_ building a softball field on one 

ya portion of the site. A backstop 

_ and outfield fence line would be 

Y Resta At this time there 

_ { are not any plans to put li 
i) ; the field. ee 

Other fields named 


~ _ Scolforo said demand for play- | 
ing fields in summer ‘is contin- 
_ ually growing. The town already 
Ay Maintains ball fields at Lee Ath- | 
'_letic Field on Housatonic Street, 
+ on Marble Street, near Abbey | 
Court, and in East Lee. 


The fields aré used by six | 
men’s softball teams, three 
women’s teams, a farm team, a__ 
girls’ softball team, the Tee-Ball | 
League and other teams, The | 
Little League has its own field 
r behind the Lee Savings Bank. 


The creation of anot i 
will allow the DPW if deem 
Some of the men’s softball 
games away from the Marble 
2 Street field’ The shift perhaps _ 

ae ae peceat complaints | 

ors 
Street field, he ie os male : 


Marilyn K, Sullivan 
Concerned about street’s future 
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Lee Chamber suggests 
town buy Main St. site 


LEE — Chamber of Com- 
merce officials last night asked 
the Selectmen to consider ap- 
plying for a federal grant to pur- 
chase an old building on Main 
Street and turn it into a commu- 
nity resource center or housing 
for the elderly. 

The three-story building, lo- 
cated just north of the Town 
Hall on the east side of Main 
Street, houses the H.A. Johans- 
sohn 5 & 10 cent store, Lee Parie 
beauty salon and the Towne 
Shoppe, all on the first floor. 
The upper stories are vacant. 

For several months this fall 
there were no glass panes in 
many second- and _ third-story 
windows. The panes were re- 
placed recently. The structure, 
according to the Selectmen, is 
owned by Sanford Bookless of 
Linden Street, Pittsfield. 


One suggestion 


“T have a suggestion regard- 
ing the Bookless block on Main 


| Street,” said Francis X. Down- 


ing, a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce and owner of 
McClelland’s Drug Store, lo- 
cated directly across Main 
Street from the Bookless build- 
ing. “Has anyone explored the 
possibility of going after federal 
funds to buy it? 

“Let’s face it,” he continued. 


“Anything would be better than 


what’s happening with much of 


|the building now. I don’t even 
| know if funds are available. But 


I think something could be done 
\there. Put in housing for the eld- 
erly.” 

Chamber of Commerce Presi- 
ent Richard Hommes con- 
curred. 

“Maybe you people could do 
jsome research on what funds 
jare available,” he said to the Se- 


‘lectmen. The board had invited 
Hommes, Downing and other 
‘Chamber officials to discuss 
/“‘what the town could do about 
|Lee’s Main Street.” - 


| Hommes suggested that one 
floor of the building could be 
\turned into a home for the Lee 
/Arts Center, which until yes- 
terday had been unable to find a 
‘facility for operations. The Se- 
lectmen yesterday told arts cen- 
ter coordinator Pamela Gore 
| that she could use a small room 
in the basement of the Town 
Hall for a headquarters. 


The Bookless building, Hom- 
mes said, “would be a better fa- 
cility than just a small room. I 
think it would make a wonderful 
use for Pam Gore and her arts 
‘center.”’ 


Downing agreed. ‘It certainly 
is a beautiful location. It’s cen- 
tral to transportation and walk- 
ing. 

“T think Main Street is coming 
back,” Hommes said. “I think 
for a while it was going down, 
and a few years ago it was stag- 
nant. But now it’s coming back. 
Fran (Downing) started it. He 
showed -people what could be 
done.”’ 

Consider the future 

Chamber of Commerce Second 
Vice President Marilyn K. Sulli- 
van urged the Selectmen to con- 
sider the future of the Bookless 


building because local mer- 
chants were concerned about 
what might happen to the build- 
ing if Johanssohn’s ever 
changed locations or went out of 
business. 

Selectmen Chairman William 
M. Murphy said the board would 
start investigating the possiblity 
of obtaining a grant to purchase 
the property. Selectman John E. 
DeVarennes suggested that the 
board contact Philip L. Dumou- 
chel, the Berkshire County 
grantsman, for assistance in go- 
ing after federal funds. 

Bookless could not be reached 
this morning for comment. 


of Lee, coordinator of in-service 
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Miss Marguerite M. Tristany 
training for nurses at Berkshire 


? ing services at Fairview Hospi- 
+ tal in Great Barrington. 

Miss Tristany started her new 
position today, according to Har- 
vey Thompson, Fairview comp- 
i troller and acting director, who 
announced the appointment. 

As director of nursing, Miss 
Tristany will direct all activities 
of the 95 nurses at the 70-bed 
hospital. She replaces Rita 
Clark, who has been acting di- 


ba me aes - 


Clinical nursing. Ms. Clark is re- 
taining the latter position. 

“Miss Tristany is knowl- 
edgeable regarding the rules 
and. regulations of nursing 
care,”’ said Thompson. ‘‘She has 
over 30 years’ experience in the 
field.” 

Thompson said Miss Tris- 
tany’s ‘previous experience as 
director of nursing at the former 
St. Luke’s School of Nursing and 
‘clinical director at BMC’’ were 
factors in her appointment. 

Miss Tristany, chairman of 
the Lee School Committee, has 
been at the Berkshire Medical 
Center site at North and Wahco- 
nah streets since 1974, when St. 
Luke’s School of Nursing on 
East Street, which had become 
part of the BMC complex, 
closed. 

Miss Tristany, who joined the 
St. Luke’s staff in 1947, served 
one year as director of the nurs- 
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on the St. Luke’s staff, she also 
held posts as instructor of sci- 


Medical Center, is leaving that © 
post to become director of nurs- © 


rector of nursing and director of . 


ing school. During her 26 years — 
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- BMC official to head 


nurses at Fairview 
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Marguerite M. Tristany 


ence and medical-surgical nurs- 
ing and as clinical coordinator. 
She was also assistant director 
and then associate director of 
nursing education. 

She is a graduate of the St. 
Luke’s School of Nursing and of 
Boston University School of 
Nursing with a bachelor of sci- 
ence degree in nursing educa- 
tion. She holds a master of 
education degree from North: 
Adams State College, 

First elected-to the Lee School 
Committee in 1971, Miss Tris-_ 
tany was voted chairman this 
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Bingo-Elks Lodge 
Mon. night. Up to $1,500 in . 
prizes. Early Bird 7:15 — Adv. 


Rockwell mourners 


Family of artist Norman Rockwell, who died in Stock- 
bridge Wednesday, led nearly 500 mourners at funeral 
Saturday. The artist’s widow, Molly Punderson Rock- 
well, center, is flanked by Rockwell’s son, Peter, right, 


Joel Librizzi 


MARTI: 


and by funeral director Milton L. Stevens. Behind them 
are another of Rockwell’s sons, Thomas, and his wife, 
Gail. Funeral was at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in 
Stockbridge. Story and pictures on Page 30. 


Rockwell studio is left 


to Old Corner House 


By Stephen Fay 

STOCKBRIDGE — Norman Rockwell’s 
studio on South Street was left by the il- 
lustrator to-a trust that will make it 
available to the Old Corner House for use 
as a museum. 

David H. Wood, director of the Old Cor- 
ner House on Main Street, said today that 


~) Rockwell had discussed the disposition of 


‘Shis studio with him more than a year ago 
and arranged for it.and its contents to be 
left to an irrevocable trust. 

Included in the bequest of the studio, 
which is next to the house Rockwell and 
his wife Molly shared for 17 years, are 
150 paintings and sketches that had been 
the painter’s property. 

The studio and artwork have been left 


\ 


to the Norman Rockwell Paintings Trust. 
That trust, set up for the sole purpose of 
preserving the studio and paintings, has 
three trustees: Jarvis W. Rockwell and 
Thomas R. Rockwell, both sons of the 
artist, and attorney Arthur Abelman of 
the New York City law firm that has rep- 
resented Rockwell. 

Wood said that, under the stipulations 
of the trust arrangement, the Old Corner 
House, which is a museum of Rockwell 


originals and prints, “becomes the custo- 


dian of the paintings and the studio.” 


He said that under the terms of the 
trust, the paintings and studio are not to 
be sold. 


Wood said he was unable to provide de- 
tails regarding the conversion of the art- 


ist’s studio into a public museum. He 
could not, for example, speculate as to 
whether the studio would be physically 


relocated from its site next to the Rock- | 


well’s home on South Street. He said that 
the residence itself was not mentioned in 
the trust, and that it will remain the 
home of Mrs. Rockwell. 

The Old Corner House, which had been 
closed since Thursday morning, reopened 
this morning. Margaret L. Batty, assist- 
ant director, said that the turnout was 
modest this morning. She said a freeze on 
the sales of prints, which went into effect 
Thursday, is being maintained until the 
directors can evaluate the increasing 
monetary value of Rockwell’s works. She 
said it is likely that the cost of the prints 
will increase. 
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LEE SUPERINTENDENT Maurice J. Boulanger, at left, responds to allega- 
tions about poor cooperation between administrators and teachers from resigning 
Lee High School art teacher Clifford Miller. At right is School Committee member 


John H. Dolan. 


2 Lee High teachers resign 


LEE — Clifford Miller, in a letter of resigna- 
tion as a Lee High School art teacher, voiced 
several complaints about administrators at the 
school. 

The School Committee last night accepted the 
resignation, which becomes effective Nov. 1. 

The resignation letter was one of two opened 
yesterday that were critical of administrators. 
Music teacher William Bradley also tendered 
his resignation, citing ‘‘irreconcilable differ- 
ences between the administration and the pri- 
orities involved with my teaching situation.” 
Bradley’s resignation, which was also accepted 
by the committee, took effect Oct. 1. 

Miller in his letter indicated that he is 
stepping down because he wants to seek other 
employment and because of philosophical dif- 
ferences with his superiors. 

“AS an artist, | have a personal need to work 
on my own art, and teaching consumes a great 
deal of my creative energy,” he wrote. “I want 
to work more actively in the environmental 
area and further studies in that field. 

There are other factors which have in- 
fluenced my decision,” he continued, ‘‘such as 
general mistrust of teachers by administration, 


_ Curriculum director 


In another matter, the School 
Committee voted 5 to 1 to accept 
a job description for the position 
of director of curriculum and in- 

/ struction. School Committee | 
member Joseph Puleri cast the | 
dissenting vote. He said he, 
feared that the job description | 
would create ‘‘an assistant su- 
perintendent’s position.” | 

According to the motion that | 
was approved, the salary of the | 
director of curriculum and in- | 

struction will be “‘commensu- 
rate with the salary range of the 
director of guidance. 
position has a starting sala 
$15,985 for a teacher with a 
| bachelor’s degree and five 


paperwork, lack of or no help or interest in 
making courses better, imbalance of equality 


(student to teacher and teacher to adminis- | 


trator), and inconsistency of rules and their en- 
forcement.’’ 

School Committee members asked Superin- 
tendent Maurice J. Boulanger to respond to the 
resignation letters. 

Boulanger said that ‘‘in both cases, these 
people objected to writing lesson plans.’’ The 
superintendent, without being specific, said 
that one of the teachers ‘‘just wanted to come 
in and teach.” 


In regard the comment that administrators 
had offered ‘“‘a lack of help or no help in 
making classes better,” Boulanger responded 
with a strongly voiced “‘not true.” 


Director of curriculum and instruction Mi- 
chael B. Ronan had “tried to work with” 
Miller, Boulanger said. 


School Committee Chairman Marguerite M. 
Tristany asked Boulanger to ‘‘look into the 
comments about the administration for us’’ and 
return with a report at the next committee 
meeting. 


LEE — The Lee School Com- 
mittee Tuesday appointed 
Christine A. Delanjian of Brook- 
line as librarian at Lee High 


School. 


Ms. Delanjian, 27, graduated 


Boulanger said he would post 
an announcement of the job 
opening this week. He said he 
hopes that the position will be 
filled during the early part of 
the new school year. 


summa cum laude in three 
ears from Boston University 
and holds a master’s in library 
science from Simmons College. 
f she accepts the Lee post, she 
ill replace retired librarian M. 
Bloke Sloan. Her salary would 
be $11,200. 
The committee also voted to 
appoint Paula J. O’Rourke of 
Pittsfield as alternate choice for 


\/librarian, in the event that Ms. 


Delanjian turns down the posi- 
tion. Ms. O’Rourke, 27, who has 
worked in the Pittsfield schools, 
holds a bachelor’s degree from 
State University of New York at 


Oswego and a master’s in li- 


lary of brary science from SUNY at Al- | 


bany. 
_ Superintendent Maurice J. 


‘years’ experience or $17,485 for Boulanger interviewed 14 appli- 
‘a teacher with a master’s de- {cants for the position. 


igree and five years’ experience. 


* ag rors 


| 


LEE — Acting on a Select- 
men’s request that the old East 
Lee School on Silver Street be 
‘emptied of all stored school 
‘equipment, the School Com- 
|mittee voted last night to give 
/all old wooden desks and chairs 
in the former school building to 
town residents. 

The give-away will be at the 
/East Lee School on Dec. 16, 
from 9 a.m. to noon. Town resi- 
dents will be eligible to take 
|away two wooden desks, on a 
| first-come, first-serve basis, un- 
| til there are no more left. 

“I feel it would be a nice ges- 
ture to the townspeople who 
have paid taxes and supported 
the schools year after year to 
put these desks on the market at 
/a nominal cost or to give them 
‘away,” said School Committee 
|Chairman Marguerite M. Tris- 
| tany. 

100 in storage 


There are probably 100 woo- 


| den desks and chairs in storage, 


‘according to Superintendent 
Maurice J. Boulanger. The 
desks range in size from miniat- 
ure kindergarten versions to 
high school models. 

The former East Lee School 
ceased operations when the new 


Lee Bowling 


| Lee Women’s Business — High sin- 
gles: Sandy Cummings, 204; Bea 
| Blache, 189; Yvonne Armstrong, 184. 

High totals: Sandy Cummings, 581; 
Yvonne Armstrong, 507; Lona Mar- 
tin, 471. 


Old East Lee School ”* 


desks to be given away 


addition to the Central School ‘ 


opened in September 1977. While 
the structure has since been 
turned back to the town, the 
School Department has contin- 
ued to use the building for stor- 
age. ; 

The Selectmen recently in- 
formed Miss Tristany that they 
intend to sell the structure and 
asked that all stored equipment 
be removed. 


The schools have very little 
storage space, according to 
Boulanger. He said that the woo- 
den desks and chairs couldn’t be 
used in classrooms. 


School Committee member 
Henry G. Greiner suggested the 
desks be given to residents on a 
limited basis. 


“Pd hate to give them away 
and see some person down at 
the Town Park next summer 
selling about 30 of them for-$50 a 
piece,” he said. “I have no prob- 
lem with giving them away. I 
think they should be limited one 
to a family on a first-come, first- 
serve basis.” 

The number was upped to two 
desks per resident after Miss 
Tristany said that some families 
with children would want more 
than one desk. ‘‘Two are better 
than one,”’ she said. 


Christmas Special! 30% di 
count on all boxed Americe 
Greeting Cards & gift wraj 
McClelland-Rexall, Main Stree 
— Adv. 
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Lee school board names librarian 


Other matters Co. of 
In other matters, the School bid of 
Committee: 


a 


school psychologist, 


lectmen that School Co 
member William F. Tyer\be ap- » 
pointed as the committee’s rep- 
resentative on the School 
Building Commission. 


School. D.J. Wooliver & Sons 
Inc. of Lanesboro submitted a 
bid of $4,400. 

— Awarded a $3,654 contract 
to Hobart Corp. of Springfield to 
supply a food mixer to the 
school system. Lewis Equipment 


Albany, N.Y., submitted a 
$4,093. 


— Appointed Warren Rey- 

— Unanimously voted down a nolds, 
local option school breakfast 
program. Boulanger said that basic 
the local school system is not re- 
quired by state law to offer the being 
breakfast program because it grant 
has fewer than 100 students eli- 
gible for the program. 

— Awarded a $2,850 contract 
to Jim’s Roofing of 243 Lebanon 
Ave., Pittsfield, for repairs of 
the leaking slate roof over the 
old portion of Lee Central 


guidance counselor and 
as adult 
education counselor. The 


$600 salary for the position is 


funded through a federal 
for the adult education’ 


program. q 
— Recommended to r Se- 


mittee 


| ‘N eighbors sa‘ 


“You see too many accidents there,” 
said Primo Castellini of 62 High St., 
whose house is at the southeast cornet of 
the intersection. “You start to listen for 
the squeal of brakes. We’re afraid some- 
body will get killed.” 

“There haye been 17 or 18 ‘accidents 
there in the past 12 years,” said Mrs. 
Castellini. ‘And I don’t know how many 
close calls. The children walk by on their 

~ way to school. It’s getting so, when I hear 
the brakes, I hate to look out the window 
anymore.” 


Walter Ingram of 48 Franklin St., 
whose house is also located close to the 
intersection, recommended the installa- 
tion of a flashing yellow light to slow traf- 
fic approaching the intersection. 

There are two stop signs to halt traffic 
approaching the intersection from either 
Side of Franklin Street. There are no stop 
signs on High Street. 

“Luckily nobody has been fatally in- 
jured there,” said Ingram. “But the last 
one was a close one. Mrs. (Peter) Scara- 
foni was proceeding north on High Street 
when a van going east on Franklin Street 
hit her. Had she been going a fraction of 
a second slower, she would have been hit 
directly in the driver’s seat, rather than 
the rear seat.” 

Traffic Commission Chairman A. Rus- 
sell Seff said the installation of a flashing 
light would cost about $25,000. 

“Frankly we've got worse intersections 
in town than that one,” he said. “That 
would be third or fourth priority if we 
Started putting in flashing lights.” 

The most dangerous intersections in 
town, Seff said, are the intersections of 
West Park, Park and Main streets and 
the intersection of Greylock and East 
Center streets. 

“Td say it’s a matter of (law) enforce- 


ment,” Seff said. “If there are Stop signs 
there and somebody doesn’t stop, they’re 
breaking the law.” 


But Ingram charged that poor street 
lighting made the intersection unusually 
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i ition to the library, 
wall in stack area of new addition p 
2 to 4. Librarian is Miss Elizabeth L. Dennis. 
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dangerous after dark. 


“T've gone out there many times at 
night,” he said. “It’s one of the worst 
lighted intersections in town. There’s one 
streetlight there.” 


Mrs. Castellini complained about the 
placement of a stop sign at the southwest 
corner of the intersection, located in the 
yard of Dr. Peter Cerruti. Poor sign visi- 
bility makes the intersection particularly 
dangerous for the unfamiliar motorist ap- 
proaching the intersection on Franklin 
Street, she said. 

“The stop sign is way over on Dr. Cer- 
Tuti’s lawn,” she said. “You can’t even 


Lee corner i 


1 Of4 f> ¢~ 


s perilous 
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John S. Egan 
DANGEROUS conditions at intersection of High and Franklin streets 
in Lee are alleged by Primo Castellini of 62 High St., t right, pointing to 
map of intersection, and Walter Ingram of 48 Franklin St., at left. 


see it. Put it where you can see it.” 


Ingram recommended doubling the num- | 
ber of stop signs at the intersection and 
moving the one on the southwest corner 


closer to the road. 

Seff said last night was the first time 
he had been notified that there were so 
many problems at the intersection. 

“T’m glad this thing came up,” he said. 
“IT didn’t realize there were so many 
problems. Apparently the whole inter- 
section needs some study.” 

Seff said the Traffic Commission would 
make an investigation of the intersection 


and report its recommendations to the 
Selectmen. 
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6 Cn John S. Egan 
EXTERIOR WALL, at right, of original Lee Library building is now an interior 


which will open this afternoon from 
pl- sh -Fé 
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Edmund A. Hayes 


_ retired officer of . 
» Lee National Bank | 


| LEE — Edmund A. Hayes, 80, 

) of 59 Summer St., retired vice 

) president of the Lee National 

) Bank, died Saturday at his 

home. | 
Born in Lee, Jan. 3, 1899, he | 

was the son of John H. and | 

Elizabeth Coughlin Hayes. | 
He attended local schools and 

was a graduate of the American | 

< Institute of Banking. 

He began his banking career | 
in 1917 at the Lee National Bank | 

|, as a bookkeeper. He became a | 

© ‘teller in 1934 and assistant cash- | 

jer in 1942. Mr. Hayes became | 

' cashier in 1951 and was elected | 

t to the board of directors in 1962. 

" He retired as vice president and 

|. cashier in 1965 but continued on 

Y the board of directors until Jan- 

4 uary 1979. | 

t Mr. Hayes recently received a 

x plaque for his 61 years in bank- 

+. ing. 

tt A communicant of St. Mary’s 

.. Church, he was a 50-year mem- 

*, ber of the Berkshire Hills Coun- 

” cil of the Knights of Columbus 
Chapter No. 314, and a past | 
grand knight. He was a 4th-de- 
gree member of Bishop Conaty 
Assembly. 

He was also a member of the 

. Tri-Town Rotary Club. 

_ For many years, he was chair- 

¢ man of the Cancer Drive in Lee 

+ and was director of the Connect- 

, icut Valley Girl Scout Council. | 

| He was a former member of the 

f Lee Capital Outiay Committee 

|, and a member of the Youth Ac- 

, tivities Committee. 

, Survivors include his wife, 

. Marie O’Connell Hayes; a son, 

| Edmund J. Hayes of Schenec- 

, tady,..N.Y.;. three daughters, | 

Mrs, Patricia Plourde and Miss | 

, Catherine Hayes, both of Lee, 

, and Mrs, William D. Morrissey 

, Of Lenox; a sister, Sister Marie | 

| Elizabeth Hayes, of the Sisters | 

) of Saint Joseph, at St. Francis | 
Hospital in Hartford, Conn., and | - 
four grandchildren. | 

The funeral will be tomorrow | 
at 9:15 from the Kelly Funeral | 
Home, with a Liturgy of Chris- 
tian Burial at 10 at St. Mary’s | 

| Church. 
| Burial will be in St. Mary’s 
| Cemetery. 
| Calling hours at the funeral 
\home are today from 2 to 4 and 
7 to 9 p.m. The Knights of Co- | 
lumbus will meet tonight at 8 at | 
the funeral home. 


ie 


ww 


DISTRICT ATTORNEY-ELECT Anthony J. 
Ruberto Jr. discusses Lee’s vandalism problem last 
night at East Lee Steak House.-About 100 parents, town 


Vandalism’s causes and 


John S, Egan 


officials, members of service organizations, clergy and 
other concerned residents turned out for the forum. 


cures 


discussed at forum in Lee 


By John §. Egan 


LEE — Concerned parents 
and members of local service 


“There is no such thing as a rent system of justice is too 
bad boy or girl,” she said. “Van- lenient on offenders. ie 
dalism is a symptom, just like : en _ into heel 

izati drugs or alcohol. They are Jose alenti, presiden ee 
hee eae clereys afer oe telling us something. The ae Liths Club. “They get a sus- 
ne ipo S onttrcenent Cettieinis ster, from the time he’s in the pended sentence. Then they go 
from the local. county and state BUrsery on, needs to be loved. out and do it again.” } 
levels turned out at ee East Lee 10 be recognized. Think of your- Paul R. Collins, probation offi- 
Steak House last night for a os selves.” cer for Lee District Court, 
rum on vandalism e Increased citizen awareness warned that there ‘‘are no 

A few young people also were 28d involvement would help law simple solutions.” 
on hand to give their views. ' ee ard fee ae More prisons? 

Baa See A FF according to state “Everyone wants everybody 
Chit Se Eee Trooper Peter Risatti, who is locked up, until it’s their own 

a oe Tri-Town Rotary Club Sidiicned tnitke ; kids. Everybody wants more 
a i atl of Commerce, “My main ceneerntas.a police prisons, until there’s going to be 
cent Be of Mali rash Of Te ricer is citizen involvement,” ne in Lenox, right, senator?” 
the Bestrvetion: ager 4S Risatti said. “Lee has had a he said, turning to Sen. John. H. 
Wee: co mmevelamlare at Jarge rash of destruction, Fitzpatrick, R-Stockbridge. 
lishments and se estab- vere’s a need for more citizen _ “Vandalism can be stopped,” 
on 13 cars on Mi a str g of tires involvement. The cop on a beat he continued, “Give (acting Lee 
tober bey Se only has one pair of eyes. It sure Police ae j ne he eat 

; more men. Let’s get the recor 
tha Ae a Eerwesnanly ee ee pe oo ay straight. When there were tires 
Street, also have c casita Park slashed and windows broken on 

’ omplained of A step 


groups of youths congregating in een 
the ; 5 District Attorney-elect An- 
page anitaasng aaeines” tawy J Raber called ist Father appears 
2 feat night’s meeting a step in the on television show 
0 consensus right direction. hosted by son 
There was no consensus on the . /™ very much concerned ¥ ne 
reasons for vandalism or pos- about juvenile crime,” he said. | WILLIAMSTOWN — Williams- 
sible solutions to the problem “J think that’s the primary prob- town realtor Alton L. Perry re- 
While the meeting had been lem that confronts us all. If you cently appeared as a guest on 
sparked by destructive juvenile Walk away from here with the the television show, ‘‘Every 
acts, expressions of faith in local Tesolve tonight to do something, Day,” which is cohosted by his 
youth seemed to outweigh critic- it’s a step forward.” Staton Ba Err yy Ene < Bee 
ism. Franklyn P. Sturgis, clerk of gram will be aired locally this 
“T've always felt when I’m the District Court of Southern afternoon at 4:30 on Channel 4. 
dealing with young people, I'm Berkshire, asked for more pub- The elder Perry and another 
dealing with the greatest natural lic money to help clamp down on son, Alton “Tony” Perry were 
resource our country has.” saiq_ the sale of illegal drugs. “I think invited to produce a segment of 
Lee High School Principal Rob- the biggest problem we have is the show with John and sang an 
ert Lucy. Lucy said he was drugs. If we have any public Irish folksong. 
‘thankful my four kids are Money, it should be used to fight John and Tony Perry have 
| grown up and on their own, drugs and the drug pusher.”’ performed with the Seredipity 
“This is a tough age to grow _ While Town Counsel James P. Singers. John began cohosting 
up in,” he said. “] think the Dohoney warned that beefing up the new television program, 
days of the farm are gone. when the Police Department, impos- which features skits, interviews 
a kid had to come home from ing curfews and “keeping every- and entertainment, about two 
school and had Tesponsibilities Ne off the streets” is “not the months ago with Stephanie Ed- 


to work. There’s too much Jej. answer,” several of those at- wards. The program is televised. 


sure time. When I came tending complained that the cur- nationally. 
football coach John cea got 
had 50 kids turn ow i 


tf | 
team. Our football team te 


year had 20 kids at 
the season.” the end of 


Main Street, Ed worked day and 
night for two days to find sus- 
pects. There are two warrants 
out. One suspect is now out of 
state. The other is also out of 
town. Ed is doing his job.” 

Pamela A. Wickham, a Lee 
High School junior and secre- 
tary of the Kiwanis-sponsored 
Key Club, appealed to the group 
of adults not to become paranoid 
about the majority of local youth 
because of the acts of a few indi- 
viduals. 


Work together 


“J don’t think merchants 
should have to lock their doors 
at dusk,” she said. “We aren’t 
out to destroy the town. I don’t 
think cracking down will work. 
You have to work with us, not 
against us.” 

Miss Wickham said the reason 
so many youths loiter on the 
sidewalks of Main Street was be- 
cause ‘“‘we need a place to go. 
We don’t have a place to go, 
that’s why we’re on Main 
Street.” 

Martin R. Maroney, a Lee 
High School senior, commented 
after the meeting that local ado- 
lescents could get a better un- 
derstanding of adults’ view of 
vandalism if representatives 
from the service organizations 
and town officials came to Lee 
High School. 

“T think we should meet in a 
place that could accommodate 
300 to 400 people and sit down 
and talk for three or four 
hours,” he said. “I think then 
the kids could understand how 
the leaders in town and how par- 
ents felt about morals.” 

The service organizations are 


expected to form committees to | 


further discuss and study juve- 
nile vandalism. 


Oil of Olay, 4 oz. $2.79. McClel- | 


land-Rexall, Main St. — Adv. 
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Rev. John M, Mitchell 
World War I veteran 


retired minister of 
Methodist Church 


‘Rev. John Mitchell, 


LEE — The Rev. John 
McMath Mitchell, 83, of 137 
Main St., a retired Methodist 
minister, died Monday at his 


home after a brief illness. 


He was born May 12, 1895, son 
/of John and Mary McMath Mit- 
chell, in Dundee, Scotland, 
/where he spent his early life. As 
a boy, he was a member of one 
|of the first Boy Scout troops 
formed by Lord Baden Powell, 


| founder of the Boy Scouts. 


Mr. Mitchell became a life 
|member of the Masonic Temple 
in Dundee. He served during 
World War I as a member of the 


British Royal Naval Division. 


| He and his wife, the former 
| Leah Horstburgh, came to Can- 
ada shortly after their marriage 


| in 1921. They came to the United 
| States the next year and Mr. 

Mitchell entered the ministry at 
| Drew Theological Seminary in 


1928. He served in various pasto- 


| rages in Vermont and New York 
| state. 


_ He came to Lee in 1959 follow- 
| ing his retirement. Mrs. Mitchell 
died last January. 


| Mr. Mitchell retained an ac- 
tive interest in Scouting for 
more than 60 years. He received 
many honors, including the Sil- 
ver Beaver Award. 


He leaves a son, George B. 
Mitchell of Lee; a daughter, 
| Mrs. Gerald Gilbert of Mongaup 
Valley, N.Y.; a sister in Dundee, 
five grandchildren and four 
great-grandchildren. 


The funeral will be held at the 
First United Methodist Church 
here Friday at 11 a.m. Burial 
will be in Fairmount Cemetery. 
\Calling hours at the Kelly Fu- 
ineral Home will be tonight from 
7 to 9 and tomorrow from 2 to 4 
and 7 to 9. 


School Committee Chairman 
Marguerite M. Tristany called 
for public funding of some kind 
of youth center — a facility the 
town now lacks. 

“I think some of our tax 
money should be used to give 
these young people a place,” she 
said. “They do need a place to 
| assemble, to get together. A 

as someplace centrally lo- 
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John S. Egan 
OPPONENT of proposed Victoria Restaurant, Anthony Ferrelli, who manages 
the Morgan House in Lee, said another restaurant in downtown Lee will hurt the 
Morgan House. At left are Selectmen John DeVarennes and Maria Bettega. 
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Photos by John S. Egan 


VICTORIA RESTAURANT operator James K. Kelley of Lee, at right, and at- 


torney J.F. Houghton, left, wait their turns to speak at hearing before Lee Select- 


men, the local liquor-licensing authority. 


Lee restaurant opposes proposed new eatery 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Representatives from the Morgan 
House crossed swords last night with that es- 
tablishment’s former owners and head chef, 
who propose to open a new restaurant near the 
Morgan House in the center of town. 


The new facility, to be called the Victoria 
Restaurant, would be operated by James K. 
Kelley, past head chef of the Morgan House, in 
a building situated between the the Cumber- 
land Farms Store and the Tru-Value Tire Co. 
on Park Street. That site is diagonally across 
the Congregational Church Park from the Mor- 
gan House. 


The Park Street building was purchased last 
fall from Louise Hollister by Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis D. Schroeter of Golden Hill Road, former 
owners of the Morgan House. 


* * * * 


Last night about 20 persons, including the 
present manager of the Morgan House, An- 
thony Ferrelli, attended a hearing on Kelley’s 
application for a seasonal all-alcoholic bever- 
age license at the new facility. The Selectmen, 
acting as the local licensing authority, took the 
application under advisement. 

“T think we've got a case here that may wind 
up in the courts,” warned attorney Edwin Re- 
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pa goes t ds to four charter membe 
ight, present awards to fou n : 
oan Charles G. Tucker, Francis G. Fanning, Paul I. Naventi, and, at extreme 


der of Pittsfield, representing the Morgan 
House. 

According to Reder, Schroeter agreed when 
he sold the Morgan House five years ago to 
Maria Cole Devore that he would stay out of 
the restaurant business in Lee for 10 years. 

“There was an express prohibition, signed by 
Mr. Schroeter,” said Reder, “that he will not 
directly or indirectly for a period of 10 years 
engage in the business of vending food or alco- 
holic beverages in the town of Lee. That was 
signed in 1974.” 

Under questioning from Reder, however, Kel- 
ley emphasized that while Schroeter owns the 
property in which the Victoria Restaurant is to 
be located, the former owner of the Morgan 
House would not be directly involved in running 
the restaurant. : 

“The property is owned by Louis Schroeter,” 
said Kelley. 

He stated, under further questioning, that he 
was prepared to sign a “$1,000-a-month lease” 
with Schroeter, and that the building’s owner 
was paying for all renovation and installation 
of kitchen equipment. “‘There’s no percentage, 
it’s strictly $1,000 a month,” he said. 

In an emotional appeal, Morgan House man- 
ager Ferrelli told the licensing board that the 
extra competition of another “first-class res- 
taurant” in downtown Lee would damage the 
Morgan House. 
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i ’ service to club. For- 

LEE KIWANIS honors charter members for their 25 years’ service to ¢ f 
left, and new president Donald I. Inglis, secon 

ak creo ng ae Award recipients, from left to 


right, Franklin Sturgis. 


“Do we have enough business in Lee to open 
another first-class restaurant?” he asked. 
“We're barely making it at the Morgan House, 
The competition may jeopardize the landmark 
called the Morgan House. It’s a landmark. A 
museum. How many memories do you have of 
the Morgan House. It’s been in business over 
130 years,” 

Several abutters to the proposed site of the 
new facility spoke in favor of it. Edward J. 
Cristiano, whose mother owns the building 
housing the Tru-Value Tire Co., said “we're 
very pleased with the tasteful renovations to 
this property and we have absolutely no objec- 
tion to its conversion to a restaurant.” 


* * * * 


Attorney J.F. Houghton of Pittsfield, who 
represented Kelley, submitted to the Selectmen 
a letter from the Rev. Walter S. Ryan, pastor 
of the First Congregational Church, which 
faces the proposed restaurtant. Mr. Ryan’s let- 
ter said he and the church council “had no ob- 
jections to the license being granted as far as 
the church is concerned.” 

Helen Fillio, speaking for Dreyfus National 
Realty Co., which owns the property directly 
south of the former Hollister House, said that 
the new restaurant had legally been given “‘ing- 
ress and egress to facilitate easy parking” 
through the Dreyfus property. ( 


vee 


The restaurant would have a seating capacity 
of 55 persons, Kelley said. It would also have 
“a very modest bar” that would contain only 
four stools and would function primarily as a 
“service bar,” Kelley said. The restaurant 
would do a-lunch and dinner business, closing 
at about 10:30 at night, he said. 

Traffic Commission Chairman W. Russell 
Seff told the licensing board that the Traffic 
Commission would need a detailed plan of 
parking, exits and entrances before giving ap- 
proval to the new restaurant. He added that 
permission from the state Department of Pub- 
lic Works might also be a requirement, since 
the property is located on Park Street, which is 
part of Route 20, a state road. 

The Selectmen made no decision on the appli- 
cation for the seasonal lfquor license. The 
board said it would check with the Planning 
Board and the Traffic: Commission to make 
sure that the new operation fulfilled all require- 
ments. : 

“The agreement between the Schroeters and 
the Morgan House has nothing to do with the li- 
cense application as far as I’m concerned,” 
said Selectman Lena D. Bettega after the hear- 
ing. “If they conform to all the regulations of 
the Planning Board and Traffic Commission, 
there’s nothing we can do to stop them.”” 

“That’s all it takes,” said Selectman John E. 
DeVarennes in agreement. 
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By John S. Egan 


_ LEE — An insurance agency 
and a fire department make nat- 
ural neighbors, according to Jo- 
seph M. Toole, head of the 


' ’ Lawrence V. Toole Insurance 
"Agency and the Toole Real Es- 
tate Agency. 


The two agencies officially 
opened Sunday in their new 


home — a renovated three-story 


Victorian-era house next to the 
Lee Fire Station on Main Street. 

“J think it’s apropos for an in- 
surance agency to be located 
next to a fire station,’ says 
Toole, who started the firm’s 
realty division in 1973 and who 
purchased the insurance agency 
from his father in January. He 
bought the three-story house in 
June for $30,000 from Lillian C. 
Mooney. He also purchased a lot 
on the north side of the house for 
$13,500. The insurance agency 
had been located in the Park 
Building on Main Street for 40 
years. 

The history of the insurance 
business in the 19th century is 
rooted in the history of fire de- 
partments, Toole explains. 
Many homeowners of the era 
had “fire marks” on their front 
doors, to tell arriving firemen 
the name of their insurers. That 
information was crucial in those 
days, Toole says, because insur- 
ance companies often paid the 
firemen directly for services 
rendered and the swiftness and 
Tates of payment varied from in- 
Surer to insurer. Some firemen 
were even known to step a little 
quicker when the insurer paid 
prompt, premium wages. 


Appropriate symbol 


It was while Toole was mul- 
ling over the move from the 
Park Building to the three-story 
house that he came up with his 
firms’ new logo — a depiction of 
the Lee Fire Department’s 1881 
horse-drawn steamer, 

“I think the town’s steamer is 
one of the most beautiful in 
America,” says Toole. 

He hired Marc Bassett of 
North Egremont to create two 
hand-carved signs bearing the 
firms’ new logos. 

One sign, near the front walk, 
bears the name of the insurance 
agency and a large carving of 
the steamer. The other sign, em- 


blazoned with the name of the 
real estate agency, shows a 
smaller version of the steamer, 
and a glass display cabinet with 
spaces for photographs of 12 


real estate listings. The cabinet * 


is accessible from the back, so 


the photographs can be period- ¢% 


ically changed. 


The script on the signs is gold 


leaf, against a black back- 
ground. Each sign is hung on 
hand-lathed oak pylons, which 
are sunk in concrete to a depth 
of four feet. 

At Sunday’s grand opening, 


the signs attracted even more 
comment than the renovations = 


to the house, Toole says. 


While Toole declines to specify & 


Toole firms borrow fro 
to obtain solid look for the future 


how much he spent doing over ® | 


the house, he admits the renova- 
tion was extensive. The exterior 
walls, trim and shutters were 
completely repainted. A 13-car 
parking area was created in the 
lot next to the house. The roof 


was reshingled. New wiring | 


went in. A new oil furnace was 
installed. Interior walls were pa- 
pered, trim was restained and 
floors were refinished or recar- 
peted. Thirteen area contractors 
were hired to do the work. 

“The whole house is in perfect 
shape,” says Toole. “It’s prob- 
ably in better shape than the 
day it was built. Everything is 
true. There isn’t one sag.” 

After mounting the steps and 
crossing the broad front porch, a 
visitor enters the house through 


a Dutch door made of black « 


cherry, which Toole had strip- 
ped down to a natural finish. 
There are decorative windows 
on either side of the door and a 
fantail transom above. 

Inside, the first thing a visitor 
sees is the long reception 
counter. Behind it are the desks 
of the insurance agency staff — 
Bonny Viner, Virginia Vania, 
Madeleine Briggs and Mary K. 
Smith, who has been with the 
agency 25 years. 


Room light, airy 


The room is flooded with light 
from the wide plate glass win- 
dows along the front of the 
house and the others along the 
south side. Four. antique chairs 
make an informal sitting area in 
front of the counter. To the im- 
mediate right is the office of the 
manager of the realty division, 


tion of a 


Real Estate/Business 


m tradition 


Removing stoppers 


The 


Dear House Doctor: The lava- 
tory in our guest bathroom has a 
stopper that I can remove by 
lifting and twisting, but I am 


“; unable to remove the stopper 


ioe 


Photos by John S. Egan 


NEW PAINT AND NEW FACES brighten an old Main Street house in Lee. 
Joseph M. Toole, head of Lawrence V. Toole Insurance Agency and Toole Real Es- 
tate Agency, stands in front of his firms’ new headquarters. Below, customer Gary 
J. Richard, with back to camera, consults with insurance staff member Bonny M. 
Viner. Insurance staffers Mary K. Smith and Virginia Vania are at right. 


& 


Steven Peltier. Just beyond, a 
stairway leads to the second 
floor, where the realty show- 
room is located. 

To create the reception area, 
Toole had his contractors knock 
out a 23-foot long wall that sepa- 
rated the entrance from the liv- 
ing room. The airy, uncluttered 
atmosphere resulted. 

“T wanted the customer to get 
a feeling of openness when he 
walks in,” says Toole, 

The furnishings and decor 
were chosen to give an impres- 


Io- 


Future 


sion of the tradition and solidity, 
Toole said. The original light fix- 
tures, all brass, were all given 
good polishings to restore their_ 
luster. The walls were wallpa- 
pered with a muted blue ‘‘Colo- 
nial cities” pattern. 


Currier & Ives 


Reproductions of Currier & 
Ives prints hang throughout the 
reception area. The front room 
reproductions show fire scenes. 
Others are framed 1948 and 1949 
calendar pages, printed by the 


« 


Travelers Insurance Companies 
and distributed for years \to 
agency customers by Toole’s fa- 
ther. 

“These were the earliest ex- 
amples I could find of the Cur- 
rier & Ives series,” Toole said. 
“My father was distributing 
them from the time Travelers 
started making them in the 
1930s. These were located in my 
Aunt Molly Toole’s barn. 
They’re part of the heritage of 
the business.” 

At the rear of the reception 
and work area is a doorway that 
leads to a conference room, con- 
verted from a former kitchen. In 
back of that is the former sun- 
porch, now Toole’s office. 

Long thermopane windows 
line three walls, which are pa- 
neled with tongue-and-groove 
solid cherry planks. A large 
desk dominates the room. The 
arms of the accompanying 
chairs are well-warn. Toole ex- 
plains that he inherited the desk 
and chairs when he purchased 
the insurance agency from his 
father. 


aha i | 


from the lavatory in my bath- 
room. I am sure that it is 
clogged with hair as the water 
runs out slowly. This may be 
partly due to the stopper lifting 
only about half the height of the 
guest room stopper. Can this be 
adjusted? — Mrs. T.H.S. 

A. Engineers and designers 
sometimes are more concerned 
with the technical aspects than 
with the practical features of a 
product. It appears obvious that 
the problem of cleaning the stop- 
per was the last thing on the 
mind of the designer of this fix- 
ture. 

Most stopper designs will fall 
into three general categories, al- 
though each manufacturer will 
have his own variations. The fix- 
ture in your guest bathroom 
probably is the type shown in 
Figure 1. The lower end of the 
stopper has a hook which en- 
gages the operating rod. It can 
be removed or engaged by twist- 
ing. Some stoppers of this gen- 
eral shape have holes instead of 
hooks at the ends. To remove 
them, the packing nuts must be 
unscrewed and the operating 
rods pulled back. 

Figure 2 illustrates a type 
where the operating rod is held 
in place by a cap nut. The rod 
passes through a hole in the 
stopper. To remove the stopper, 
remove the cap nut and with- 
draw the operating rod. 

Figure 3 is a variation of Fig- 
ure 2 and fortunately, not often 
encountered. This requires re- 
moving the stopper control 
handle and the lever mecha- 
nism. 

Each of the illustrations shows 
a height-adjusting screw. This is 
for the purpose of controlling the 
height to which the stopper is 
raised. Most screws will require 
a wrench for turning. 


Outpatients’ clinic 


W.H.W. — Your problem is 
not ventilation of the walls but 
the typeof caulking you are 
using around the windows, Try a> 
butyl rubber caulk that: remaing 
pliable and does not crack out.’ 

Mr. W.F.C. — I do not knoy 
where you can buy leaf guard 
for your gutters in your city. Bu 
you can make your own from 14 
inch hardware cloth, which i: 
available in any hardware store 

E.A.B. — Hither you receivec 
a most unsatisfactory job of in- 
sulating the walls of your home 
with blown-in glass fiber insula- 
tion, or you are mistaken about 
the air circulation within the 
walls. It is impossible to have 
both. 


Toilet trouble 


Dear House Doctor: If I get 
very close to the toilet tank in 
my bathroom, I can hear a 
sound like water flowing, yet the 
water level in the tank is 1 inch — 
below the top of the overflow 
pipe. I have closed the valve in 
the supply pipe and the noise 
stops. Do I really have a leak? | 
—G.E.K. 

A. You do have a leak anditis — 
my guess that the stopper is not 
seating properly so that only a | 
trickle of water is leaking into — 
the bowl. You can check this by | 
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400 attend 


Lee event 


LEE — More than 400 persons trooped 
through the Lee Library at the grand 
opening of the building’s new 5,000- 
square-foot addition Saturday afternoon. 

The $271,000 new wing, which triples 
the space of the library, was funded 
through a grant from the Economic De- 
velopment Administration. Attending the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony was U.S. Rep. 
Silvio 0. Conte, who along with U.S. Sen. 
Edward W. Brooke, was instrumental in 
landing the grant for the town. Also in at- 
tendance were state Rep. Dennis J. Duf- 
fin of Lenox, state Sen. John H. 
Fitzpatrick, R-Stockbridge, John H. Do- 
lan, president of the library’s board of di- 
rectors, and local officials. 

Librarian Elizabeth L. Dennis cut the 
ribbon. Miss Dennis was honored with the 
surprise unveiling of a plaque marking 
the 1,020-square-foot children’s room. The 
plaque, which reads “The Betty Dennis 
Children’s Room,” was installed on a 
wall of the main stack area. 

Larry Porter’s Brass Ensemble played 
music in the children’s room throughout 
the afternoon. Refreshments were served 
in the new lecture room, where an exhibit 
of paintings by South Lee artist Lester J. 
Clarke was on view. 

The new wing, designed by Lenox ar- 
chitect Norman G.A. Day, was faced with 
marble from the same quarry that sup- 
plied stone for the original structure, 
built in 1908 for $35,400. George E. Emer- 
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John S, Egan 
DEDICATION of new wing at Lee Library Saturday drew well-wish- 
ers and readers of all ages. Librarian Elizabeth L. Dennis, in picture 
above, receives congratulations on the new facilities. The plaque behind 
her was a surprise that was unveiled at the dedication. Young readers, in 
picture below, make use of the new children’s room. 


son Inc. completed a $238,292 general move books and prepare the new wing 
construction contract on the new wing for opening. : 

about three weeks ago, when the entire li- The library resumed its regular sched- 
brary closed to allow library staff to ule this morning. 


Lee plans 
to resume 
Yule lights 


A LEE — The Chamber of Com- 


79 setae 


merce will illuminate Main ce 


Street with Christmas lights for 
ithe first time in three years, 
“Chamber President Richard 


‘Hommes told the Selectmen last | 


s erie Chamber has committed 
ih 4iself to raising about $1,500 to 
4 “pay for the installation of 19 
P| Tighted Christmas decorations 
a ‘along Main Street during the 
Be ‘Christmas shopping season, 
| ‘Hommes said. 


‘tions, shaped like Christmas 
‘trees, will be put on trial display 
‘Thursday. The decoration will 
‘remain on one of the Main 
if ‘Street light poles for about a 
‘week, while chamber members 
ay solicit donations to help defray 
a the cost of renting the decora- 
jh tions. 
First in Berkshires 
ae “So you're going to see Lee as 
the first town in the Berkshires 
with Christmas decorations,” 
Hommes joked to the Selectmen: 

Hommes was at the meeting 
f to ask permission to put up the 
sample decoration and to ask 
the Selectmen to commit $300 
appropriated by the annual town 
meeting for Christmas lights to 
the project. Hommes requested 
that the money be used to pay 
utility bills from the Christmas 
lights. 

Selectmen enthusiastic 


The Selectmen gave their en- 
thusiastic approval to the 
requests. 

Selectman Lena Bettega com- 
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P Continued from Page 1 

e | and Continue to spend as much time as 
we Possible there, she said. 
bs An advertisement announcing the sale 

: of the Morgan House appeared in an edi- 
D (tion of the Wall Street Journal last week. 
i Mrs. Cole said she has had several calls 

‘; in response. 
; ed The inn was built in the early 1800s as a 


private residence b William Pi 
moved to Lee in i jee 


z 


Pay hikes for all library em- 
Eloyees, from head librarian 
Robert G. Newman to five stu- 
dent clerks, were approved yes- 
Ritcreay at a special meeting of 


the trustees of the Berkshire 


‘Athenaeum, 
E The City Council will have the 


& a 


and 
tor. 


-.Qne of the 8-foot-tall decora- } 


final say on the new 
Thomas F. Plunkett 
man of the trustees, said the m 
raises have already won backing rise $1,805 to $18,862. His assist- 
from Mayor Paul E. Brindle III ant, Larr 


the Council is expected to action se 


John S. Egan 
Richard Hommes 


mended Hommes for the Cham- 
ber’s renewed effort to light up 
Main Street during the Christ- 
mas season. 

“Last year it was terrible,” 
she said. “There was no Christ- 
mas spirit on Main Street,” 

A lack of funds barred the 
Chamber’s use of the lights last 
year, Hommes said. 

The Chamber voted last 
Wednesday to commit itself to 
renting lighted decorations for 
the next three years at an an- 
nual cost of about $1,500, Hom- 
mes said. The decorations will 
be placed on poles along Main 
Street from the Town Park to 
Fraser’s Exxon service station. 

“At Wednesday’s meeting, I 
asked what if we went in the 
hole $500?’’ Hommes said. 
“Would the Chamber commit it- 
self to paying the difference? 
Fifteen hands went up. When 
you get that kind of response, 
you can’t lose.” 


Keith, 6. 


Peech from Boston re, 
1970, he taught at re 
hool in Pittsfield, 

rk at the family’s 
e end of the 1970 


f the year,” he ex- 
| was calling.” 

Nski is in charge of 
| the large green- 
des produce for its 


‘Yj, the former Mar. 
P children, Christ- 


Ski-area 
may apy 


EGREMONT — An attor! 
presenting Shun Toll R- 
Sidents here and in Hillsd? 
N.Y., said today he may apy? 
a decision by the Hillsdale 7 
ing Board of Appeals last w- 
to permit Edward M. Thyber 

open a commercial cross-cd- 
try ski operation on property® 
uated at the end of Shun 3t 
Road. ts 
James M. Lamme III of Gof 
arrington said he and he 
» Clients have not decided ‘ed 
Whether to appeal the sp: to § 
permit in Columbia Count:the # 
preme Court, which they halm. | 
| The proposed repair project 
| involves re-anchoring each piece | 
| of wood in the steeple with brass 
screws, replacing any rotted or 
warped exterior pieces, covering © 
the aprons below the belfry and © 
wash tables with lead-coated © 
copper flashing, and a complete 
scraping and repainting job. 

The Massachusetts Historical 
| Commission provides 50 percent 
| matching grants for eligible 
\projects on properties that are 
listed with the National Register 
of Historic Places. The 120-year- 
dd church is listed as a historic 
puilding. i 

After a preliminary appli- 

ation for the matching grant 
as submitted, the commission 

June invited the church to 
ake a full application for a 
alge grant. 


LEE CONGREGATIONAL church has received 
a $27,000 matching grant for repair of 195-foot steeple. 
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Rossi’s Restaurant is closing around 
Dec. 1 for a period of three to four 
months, according to Edward A. Rossi. 

The reason for the first-ever seasonal 
closing is that ‘business slacks off SO 
much in winter, we just couldn’t keep it 
open.” 


ae Sea Sa 
The rising cost of utilities and a corre- 
Sponding slowdown in business from 


regular customers was also a factor in 
the decision, Rossi said. 


“Local people are Staying home more 


Jr., chair- 


Newman told the trustees 


pay scales. the proposal April 24. 
If the Council concurs, New- 
an’s salary for fiscal 1980 will 


y Price, will, get an 
Nicholas J. Sarro, city audi- $1,820 raise to $15,610. 

Varying raises, depending on 
niority or merit ratings, will 


| | Lee’s Morgan House to close 


and persons who might stop by two or 
three times a week can’t afford to,” he 
said. 

The Victoria Restaurant, which opened 
this summer, is closing Jan. 15 only be- 
cause its seasonal all-alcoholic beverage 
license expires then, according to Louis 
D. Schroeter, who owns the building in 
Which the restaurant is located. The all- 
alcoholic license runs from April 1 to 
Jan. 15. 

“The way it stands now, it has to 
close,”’ he said. “If the town will give me 
a year-round license, the restaurant will 
stay open.”’ 


Library trustees OK employee pay increases 


be granted to the rest of the li- 
brary’s 42 full-time and part- 
time workers. 

Newman told the trustees that 
present library pay rates are 
“below (those of) city employ- 
ees in comparable positions,” 
and that he had notified the city 
Personnel Review Board last 

, September that “this situation 
makes it difficult to retain qual- 
ified persons on the staff and to 
attract qualified applicants to ‘ 
fill vacancies.” 

And, Price warned, if library 
employees do not receive “fair 
and equitable compensation,” 
they may join a union — a 
move, he said, that has become’ 
a nationwide trend in libraries. 

Even with the higher pay 
scales, according to figures pre- 
aypared and distributed to the ¢ 
m@ trustees by Price, Pittsfield will 

pay less to upper level workers 

than the average top pay rates 
at 10 libraries in the state that 
serve cities comparable to Pitts- 

field in population. , 

And in some cases, Price said, 4 
the pay scales will still be about 
one step below those of other 


city employees judged by New- | 
man and Price to carry out com- : 


parable responsibilities. “We 
didn’t want to produce an undue t 
financial. shock to the city,” 
Price said. ' 
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HEARING EXPLANATION of tax rate from 
Lee Assessors’ Chairman William F-. Derrick, second 
from left,are from left to right, Assessors John E. Lor- 
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: By John §. Egan $846,594 of the estimated 
“ LEE — The local tax rate receipts this year, an increase of 
could increase almost $3 per $116,000 over the previous year’s 
“thousand next year, even. if local reimbursement. - 
~department heads hold the line F 
{on non-salary expenditures anq School reimbursement 
(limit salary increases to only5 ., 
“percent, ‘Selectman John E. Oh es ey tees 
,DeVarennes predicted last night ors’ Chairman William F. Der- 
“at an informational meeting rick. “‘Aaout $600,000 of the 
Teese’ by the Board of As- $800,000 reimbursement we get 
4 Sessors. : : 

The current rate is $46 per back from the state is because 


731,900 of assessed valuation, up Wes H Department 
re! per thousand from the year budget, this year $2,341,173, is 
sheiore. A 5 percent increase on the-largest single part of "thé 
sthe current would be $2.30 for a town’s gross budget. Superin- 
: Pat eae ask all d tendent Maurice J. Boulanger 
§ going © said that the town received the 
partments and boards hot to ex- 600,000 in reimbursement be. 
ceed what they spent last year cause it has it own school dis- 
zin everything but wages, and in triet. A regional school district 
Wages, to hold the increase to 5 would receive the reimburse- 
percent,” DeVarennes said. 


« “Now even if we do that,” he 

continued, “and the state reim- Lee Toy F und 

ebursement stays the same, the f 

“tax San are ore ye a 5 Mas gi oal 
fcent, or about $3, regardless 

St what we do.” of $2, 200 

, The Selectmen are’ asking 

‘boards to hold down non-salary re a ae ny ae A he 

‘spending, DeVarennes said, be- fe may ete dure 

“cause “under the laws of collec. “"S- 

‘tive bargaining in this State, if 

eyou settle for a wage hike of 7 

Percent, then your budget is go- 

‘ing to go up almost that much.” : 

Bi ghty percent of the town's ex- whose parents have experienced 

aa ee are for wages, he , goal of $2,500, according to 

> Last night’s meeting was set 

‘up by the Assessors to discuss ve : 

‘the relation between state reim- a Seiten raat sib 

Dursement and the-tax rate with Donations aid requests for 

Such local officials as the Select- : rd J 

gnen, the Department of Public ‘YS May be made to Eamon 

Works board, the School Com. Laliberte, in care of the District 

Jnittee and the Finance Com- yah hah ee 

Mittee. About 25 PeTSOns Merry Lear's all 

ee the 142 hour meeting. = tients from Fran 3 

« This year the town has a total _ and Bo ; 

Bross Dudget of $4,761,543, ac- MetY Christmas to our 

Cording to a tax rate Tecapitula- Charles and Cora 

tion sheet passed out at the ne y 

meeting. The town is committed prone pinler 

to raise $2,840,214 through per- “OrByien from John M. 

Sonal property and real estate _ O’Brien 

taxation. Estimated receipts James’ D. and “Helen 0: 
ake up the remainder of the B'¥" - 

Bross budget, or $1,921,329. State Soom re nd 

j ; Ol ate 
teimbursment will provide Needed to reach goal $2, 
mM ae | . a) . Sa 


John S. Egan 


ing and John J. Nagle and board secretary Elizabeth | 
Larrivee. About 25 persons attended the informational | 
meeting, held last night at Lee Library. 


ment directly from the state, he 
said. 

Some of the town’s expendi- 
tures don’t show up in the an- 
nual town meeting warrant, 
Assessor John E. Loring said. 
Besides bond issues that the 
town already has committed it- 


self to, taxpayers must bear the - 
cost of certain state and county | 


programs, without any year-to- 
year vote on specific programs. 

“We paid $10,000 last year to 
the state for mosquito control,” 
Loring said. ‘There was $500 for 
air pollution control. 

“T thought the town meeting 
had to vote on all appropri- 
ations,” said Annette Gordon, 
chairman of town meeting dis- 
trict 4. “How could there be a 
bill we do not vote on?” - 

State law requires the town to 
pay for state-mandated pro- 
grams, Loring explained. And a 


> percent Lee tax-rate rise seen : 
even with budget, wage limits 


| 
assessment until a general reva- 
luation. 

: District 6 representative John 
D. Glomb asked whether’ the 
town could forgo the need for a 
periodic revaluation if the As- 
sessors increased the value of 
all houses in town by a fixed 
percentage each year. 

“You can do that so many 
times,” said Loring, “‘but even- 
\tually you run out. There are 
‘improvements and changes in 
value. It’s hard to keep up with 
value without going into the 
houses every so often.” 

Derrick said that the average 
, homeowner’s tax bill had not in- 
creased as fast as inflation. 


bread 


| 


| 
: 


prior town meeting vote, such as | 
a vote to join the Berkshire Re- | 
gional Transit Authority, binds | 


the town to pay a yearly assess- 
Ment without an annual ap- 
proval of the assessment. 


Revaluation 


Devarennes asked the Assess- 
ors whether there was any way 
to keep the town’s valuation eq- 
uitable without going through a 
complete revaluation. 

“T don’t understand what the 
State is saying,” DeVarennes 
Said. “With the way that the 
Prices of houses are inflating 
each year, if we reassess now, 
in another 10 years we'll be out 
of line again. So the state seems 
to be saying we should spend the 
$50,000 to reassess now so that in 
another 10 years we can be out 
of line again.” 

Derrick said that the Assess- 
ors revalue any house that is 


a ee 


I 


Sold at about 80 percent of the ¢ 
Sale price. The valuation of ‘ 
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1 else,” said Selectman John E. 
4 DeVarennes. 


The 
jnance Committee 
last night to send out 2 


y and beaedl in- 
to a total of 5 percent. 
we're talking about 5 percent 
for wages, Blue: Cross, vaca- 
tions, holidays and everything 


The resolution followed a dis- 


| cussion of policy on next year’s 
| budgets, which town depart- 
ments are now starting to put to- 7 


| gether. 


inance Committee member 
one Story Jr. asked the Se- — 
lectmen what the board was rec- 
ommending on salary increases. 
Last year most town department 
employees cane a total in- 

ase of 7 percent. 
a Story asked, “Should we try to 
hold budgets to some kind of 
| line? If someone comes in with a 
| budget over a certain amount, 


are we going to ask them to jusi- 


Ww 


’ tify it?” 
Committee member Charles 
M. Tacy questioned whether any 


- increase in the town’s budget 


was necessary. 

“Ts it necessary to raise the 
rate every year?” he- asked. 
“Where is the fat in the budg- 
ets? Streetlights are one pos- 


_ sible area.” 


Streetlights 
Streetlights, Tacy said, cost 
the town “about $1 per thousand 
on the tax rate.” 
“We asked for a review of the 
~ street lighting for each of the 
"past several years,” he said to 
~ Selectmen Chairman William M. 
i Murphy. ‘But nothing’s ever 
_ come of it. I’m not saying we 
‘should do away with lights, but 
‘we could look at ways of saving 
some money.” 
The Selectmen and the Fi- 


‘nance Committee also discussed | — 


| the establishment of job descrip- 
\tions and the creation of ‘job 
families” to help standardize 


John S. Egan 
Steven Iacuessa 
Too late 


pay scales for jobs which are 


now similar in responsibility but 
vary widely in salary. 

“We've been discussing with 
other boards the evaluation of 
certain jobs in town,” said Mur- 
hy. “Some jobs seem to be un- 
derpaid.” 

Murphy said that the Select- 
men urged all boards to hold 
down salary increases. “The 
president has recommended a 
ceiling on wages,” he said. “We 
should go along with this idea.’ 

Ainance Committee Chairman 
Steven Iacuessa said “it may be 
too late” to set up job criteria 
“for this year’s budgets, but it 
may be effective for the follow- 
ing year. You'll never make fis- 
cal 1980.” 
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Fartners to buy Lee site” 
or insulated glass business 


By John S. Egan 
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the Housatonic River. The prop- business will be called Insul- 


| 


KE — The head of the Mar- 

Glass Co. of Pittsfield and a 
Dalton contractor last night dis- 
d plans to buy two vacant 
ngs on property near the 
ersection of Route 102 and the 
issachusetts Turnpike and es- 
lish an insulated glass fabri- 
ation business there. 


ohn A. Martino of Lenox, 
resident of Martino Glass Co. 
» at 122 Tyler St., and con- 
ctor A.J. Schnopp Jr. of Dal- 
fon last night told the Selectmen 
y are setting up an insulated 
S business on land owned by 
RUR Realty Trust. The busi- 
S, Babe Said, would em- 
een five and seven 
sons. Martino’s Pittsfi 
Reni ae ttsfield 
ne tract is located near th 
Tsection of Route 109 and 
asant Street and bounded by 


erty includes a brick building, 
which was once the Berkshire 
Street Railway‘ Co.’s car barn, 
and a 21,000-square-foot ware- 
house, which was built in the 
1960s and recently has been 
leased for storage. 


Purchase tomorrow 


Martino said that’ he expects 
to meet with representatives 
from RUR Realty, which is now 
In receivership, and close the 
Sale of the property tomorrow. 


The tract and buildings will be 
purchased by Maropp Realty 
Trust, a corporation that is 
jointly owned by Martino and 
Schnopp. Plans call for the con- 
Struction of a wall in the large 
warehouse to create a 14,000- 
square-foot warehouse space 
and a 7,000-square-foot space for 
manufacturing, Martino said. 


Therm Inc., Martino said. 
“Basically we’re going to 
store plate glass and cut it down 
to make insulated glass,” said 
Martino. Comparing the product 
to Thermopane, he explained the 
insulated glass would be com- 


an 
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LISTENING to comments on Washington Mountain Brook Watershed project at a 
meeting at Lee Town Hall is Richard E. Kendall, commissioner of the state Depart- 
‘ment of Environmental Management, center. To Kendall’s left is Meegan Jones, an 
assistant, and on the right, Catherine Farrell, department attorney. The meeting be- 


tween state, federal and local project sponsors was yesterday. 


Lee, state, federal officials find 
accord on watershed proposal 


LEE — A meeting yesterday 
between local, state and federal 
sponsors of the Washington 
Mountain Brook Watershed proj- 
ect answered the question of 
whether Lee officials are inter- 
ested in committing the town to 

| the $1.229 million expense of pip- 
ing and buying additional water 
rights from the project, Richard 
E. Kendall, commissioner of the 
Department of Environmental 
Management (DEM) said. 

On the other hand, the ques- 
tion of a proposed trade-off of 
the town-owned Finnerty Pond 
, to the state Department of For- 
| ests and Parks in return for wa- 
'ter rights to the proposed 
Schoolhouse Lake impoundment 
will have to be studied carefully, 
Kendall said. 

The meeting was held to dis- 
_cuss the version of the Washing- 
ton Mountain Brook project 
which emphasizes water supply 
over recreational and flood con- 
}| trol benefits. That version was 
}included in an environmental 
\}impact statement that is cur- 
rently being reviewed by the 
Water Resources Commission 
(WRC) and the DEM, state 
sponsors, and the Soil Conserva- 
| tion Service (SCS) the federal 

sponsor. 

Last month the Lee Selectmen 


| sent a letter to the WRC, the 


SCS and the Executive Office of 
Environmental Affairs endors- 
ing the alternative version of the 
project which increases water 
supply to meet Lee’s projected 
water needs to the year 2020. 


posed of two sheets of glass with | That version would supply Lee 


an air space in between. Mar- 
tino intends to market the prod- 
uct throughout the New England 
area. 

Start-up date for the project is 
scheduled for mid-July. 
_Schnopp said the tract’s loca- 
tion close to Lee entrance to the 
Massachusetts Turnpike is 
“very adequate for our.type of 
industry.” 

The Selectmen welcomed the ¢ 
new business to town. The board e 
scheduled a hearing date of y 
April 23 at 7:30 p.m. for the new 


25,000-gallon storage permit for S 


with an additional 1.70 million 
gallons daily and includes an ex- 
tra supply of 750,000 gallons 
daily that could be sold to 
Lenox. 

The total daily yield of 2.45 
million gallons would come from 
October Mountain Lake and 
Schoolhouse Lake. As the proj- 
ect was originally envisioned, 


{| Lee would receive about .5 mil- 


lion gallons daily during non- 
summer months from October 


Selectmen have endorsed, the 


Mountain Lake in return for giv- | 
|| ing up water rights to Washing- 
company’s application for a ‘/ton Mountain Brook. In the 
version of the project that the 


massachusetts Turnpike and ‘The insulated glass fabrication 


ys oN 


gasoline and diesel fuel. 


town would receive a year-round 
yield of .88 million gallons daily 


ber Mountain lakes to the town’s 
reservoir. 

The $1.229 million expense 
would be funded by increasing 
the local water bills by $20 over 
the next 25 years, Scolforo said. 
The average bill is now about 
$40 a year. When Kendall 
pointed out that treatment of the 
water might be necessary, Scol- 
foro said voters, who would have 
to approve the funding scheme, 
would also be told that the con- 
struction of a $3 million treat- 
ment plant might be necessary. 

Kendall inferred there might 
be problems with the proposal to 
use Schoolhouse Lake for water 
supply because it would result in 
a loss of recreational benefits, 
not only on the lake itself, but 
also in the surrounding 2,000 
acre watershed, which is under 
the jurisdiction of the Depart- 
ment of Forests and Parks. 

“Now Schoolhouse is being 
considered for total water use 
and not just flood control and 
recreation,’ Kendall said. “The 
DEM isa sponsor of the project. 
Within the department are the 
WRC and the Department of 
Forests and Parks. The sponsor- 
ship of the DEM requires that 
we look very carefully at the ef- 
fect of the proposed shift of em- 


Department of Public Works 
Superintendent J. Peter Scolforo 
told Kendall, Philip Christensen 


phasis on state land which has 
been dedicated to the Depart- 
ment of Forests and Parks.” 


In response to a town proposal 
to give the state Finnerty Pond 
in return for water rights to 
Schoolhouse Lake, Kendall com- 
mented, ‘Our concern is that 
Finnerty Pond has a water area 
of 20 acres and a watershed of 
about 100 acres. The town of Lee 
has had a hands-off attitude on 
recreation in the watershed. The 
Schoolhouse Lake has a water- 
shed of about 2,000 acres. We 
have to clarify what part of the 
Schoolhouse watershed the town 
of Lee would want to restrict if 
the lake were used for water 
supply.” 


Kendall said that the time- 
table for public review of the en- 
vironmental impact statement 
on the project would soon be re- 
leased from the office of Secre- 
tary of Environmental Affairs 


land, district superintendent for 
Forests and Parks, said thjat his 
department would meet? with 
Lee officials next week to dis- 
cuss what the town’s require- 
ments for recreational 
restrictions at Schoolhouse Lake 
might be. 


Evelyn F. Murphy. ea Po-.- 


of the SCS and other officials at 


yesterday’s meeting that the 


town had devised a plan to pay, 


the $547,000 expense of buying — 
additional water rights and rais- _ 


ing the height of the dam at 
Schoolhouse Lake and the — 


from October Mountain Lak 
and 1.77 million gallons daily} 
from Schoolhouse Lake. 


$682,000 cost of building a pipe-\ 
line from Schoolhouse and Octo- L 


ny ae Si ! 
cee ee ae 


— 
= 
. ‘nw 
- 


L 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Five Cape Street (Route 20 in 
East Lee) residents and Planning Board 
member Dana P. LaDuke expressed 
strong opposition at a Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) hearing last night to the 
Petricca Construction Co.’s plans to start 
a gravel excavation operation on Cape 
Street. 

The hearing was prompted by a 
request from Basil A. Petricca of Pitts- 

} ’ _ field for a special permit to remove sand 
= 2% and stone from 15 acres of a 300-acre 
i. ae y tract of land that he owns on Cape Street 
. .s : between the bridge that carries Route 20 
7 over the Massachusetts Turnpike, and 
yi North Becket Road. The property is in a 
EY zone in which gravel excavation may be 
at allowed by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 


: Last April several Cape Street resi- 

: dents revealed to the Selectmen that Pet- 

: f ricca Construction Co. equipment had 
been used to cut a road into the property 
and to remove stumps of trees that had 
been cleared from the site. The Select- 
men on April 7 sent Petricca a letter call- 
ing a halt to the work. 
. “Our plans are to excavate about 15 
acres from Cape Street up to a power- 
line,” said Philip Scalisé, who was repre- 
senting Petricca. “‘We would maintain a 
20-foot undisturbed strip along the bound- 


aries and a 2-1 grade. We intend to leave - 


the ridge along Cape Street intact, as a 

screen until all other excavation is com- 

- pleted. The ridge would be the last thing 
we excavate.” 

In response to a question from ZBA as- 
sociate member Raymond H. Benton, 
| Scalise said that the gravel bed would be 

excavated ‘‘on an intermittent basis, as 
. J we obtain sewer projects in the area. I 


LEE GRAVEL operation is proposed by Philip Sca- 
lise, left, to the Lee Zoning Board of Appeals. Scalise 
was representing Petricca Construction Co., which 


anticipate it would take four to five 
years, perhaps as many as seven years.” 

Thomas Sagendorph, whose house lies 
close to the Petricca property criticized 
the proposed operation because of the 
dust it would create. 

‘What happens to all the dust?” he 
asked. “This is going to be a problem. 
My son suffers from asthma. A screen of 
trees won’t help much. He’s going to get 
it. That’s why I’m asking that this not go 
through.” 

Mrs. Joseph R. Lawrence, an abutter, 
added that dust would aggravate her hay 
fever. : 


* * * * 


Scalise replied that he sympathized 
with Sagendorph’s objection because he 


‘also has a child who has asthma. ‘The 


only thing I can say is that the area will 
be seeded and cleared as we go. Calcium 
will be put on the road when dust is a 
problem. If it is a problem, maybe a spe- 
cial condition should be put on the per- 
mit.” 

LaDuke objected to the proposed 2-1 
grade for the operation. 

“You've got a 10 percent grade there 
now and you're talking about changing 
the slope to a 50 percent grade,”’ he said. 
Referring to a gravel operation on prop- 
erty owned by Charles Millard, he criti- 
cized, “‘You’re talking about the same 
kind of scar on the land that you can see 
from the turnpike.” 

Scalise protested that such grading 
would not result in a “cliff” “All I’m 
looking for is to grade the main slope of 
the land at 2-1. It’s not a cliff as such. It’s 
more like the slope on an off-ramp of the 


turnpike. It’s not a scarred banking. It - 


would be in that condition during excava- 


—_ Ss =e a 


ment. 
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wants to start excavation on Cape Street property. ZBA 
members are, from left to right, Roberta Pollard, Ray- 
mond Benton, Peter Biasin and William Manion. 


Cape Street gravel bed opposed : 


tion, but after we’re finished it would be 
seeded and mulched.” 

Challenging Scalise’s contention that a 
50 percent slope could be seeded, LaDuke 
asked the ZBA to attach a provision to 
any permit it might grant specifying that 
the slope be returned to its original 10 
percent grade after excavation. 

LaDuke also asked for several other 
provisions — that the trees along Cape | 
Street be allowed to stand to a depth of 50 
feet, that no construction materials be 
buried at the site, that the roads be 
treated with calcium, that the duration of 
the permit be no longer than one year, 
and that the proposed entrance off Cape 
Street be moved. 

“It’s going to be a hell of an eyesore 
and Lee doesn’t need another eyesore,” 
LaDuke said. 2: 

Scalise responded that he agreed “with 
all LaDuke’s provisions except one — 
that we not exceed a 10 percent grade. If 
we can’t exceed 10 percent then it’s not 
worth it to start.” 

Benton pointed out that Petricca might 
have problems getting permission from 
the state to build an entrance to Cape 
Street because of a 500-foot visibility re- 
quirement for entrances on state-owned 
roads. 

Mrs. Sagendorph said she wondered if 
“an environmental impact statement | 
ought to be taken for an operation this 
large.” She asked the ZBA not to grant 
the permit, because ‘‘we’ve already got 
an example of what Petricca did in Dal- 
ton,” referring to gravel excavation on 
property leased by General Sand and 
Stone, a Petricca subsidiary. 

The ZBA took the appeal for the permit 
to start gravel excavation under advise- 
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LEE — Incumbent Selectman 
William M. Murphy won re-elec- 
tion by a single vote over challe- 
nger Daniel R. Sullivan here 
yesterday. Former Selectman 
Joseph J. Castronova trailed the 
leader by only 10 votes. 

Murphy received 445 votes, 
Sullivan received 444 and Cast- 
ronova 435. 

Sullivan could not be reached 
for comment last night on 
whether he would ask for a 
recount. 

Some 1,324 voters cast ballots. 
That is 40 percent of the town’s 
3,230 registered voters. The 
turnout was less than last year’s 
annual election showing of 1,492. 
Last year’s heavy turnout was 
fl triggered by a referendum ques- 
tion on a possible Route 20 by- 


; pass. 
i Assistant Town Clerk Rena B. 
| McCusker supervised voting and 
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‘Lee Sale-bration’ bate may 


John Dolan Mary Ellen McDonald 
School Committee 


School Committee ak 


ballot-counting in the absence of 580 votes, losing his bid for a 
Town Clerk John J. Nagle, who second three-year seat on the 
had been taken to the Berkshire committee. 
Medical Center in Pittsfield af- Incumbent Assessor John E. 
ter suffering an apparent heart Loring won another three-year 
attack Sunday. ‘term in office, defeating Re- 
Nagle, who was re-elected to publican challenger John J. 
three-year terms as town clerk McDonald, Mary Ellen’s hus- 
and town treasurer, was re- band, 772 to 462. 
ported by the hospital yesterday In the race for four posts of 
to be in stable condition in the constable to be filled, James L. 
intensive care unit. Burns Jr., Edward J. Driscoll, 
In one of the Lee contests, Re- Richard Hommes and Puleri 
publican candidate and political were top vote-getters. 
newcomer rs? ae McDo-' The results: 
nald outpo! e two incum- 
bent School Committee Gee hier) 
members to gain one of two Joseph M. Toole 990 
available three-year seats on the 
School Committee. She received 
781 votes. ‘ 
John a Dolan ee 
to the other available 00! 
Committee seat, receiving 640 (mitt tyes) 
votes. Joseph F’. Puleri garnered john J.Nagle* 


Selectman 
(Elect 1, 3 yrs.) 
William M. Murphy* 
Daniel R. Sullivan 
Joseph J, Castronova 


1,149 
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LEE — Local service clubs 
and merchants will host the first 
“Lee Sale-bration” Friday, Sat- 
urday and Sunday. f 

The Lee Chamber of Com- 
merce, Tri-Town Rotary Club, 

Lee Arts Center and other or- 
ganizations ate prime sponsors. 


Cantor’s program 
}to be on ‘shtetl’ life 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 
Cantor Norman P. Swerling will 
appear in “The World of the 
Shtetl,” a one-man show, Mon- 
day, Aug. 27, at 8 p.m. at the 
Eisner Institute for Living 
Judaism on Brookside Road. 
| The performance is sponsored 
by Hevreh of Southern. Berk- 
Shire. 


A clambake will kick off 
events at noon Friday in the 
Morgan Alley, next to the Mor- 
gan House. 

The Tri-Town Rotary Club will 


sponsor an auction under a tent M 


in the Tru-Value Tire Co,, park- 
ing lot on Friday at 6:30 p.m. 
The preview will be at 5:30 p.m. 
Louis Caropreso will be auction- 
eer. 

A performer on a calliope will 
roam the downtown area be- 
tween 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
Friday. Helium balloons will be 
on display at the Price Chopper 
parking lot between 3 and 8 p.m. 
The Berkshire Theater Festival 
will sponsor skits and puppe- 


teers in the afternoon. The East- 


over Mayflower float will be 
Stationed at Park Plaza, 
On Saturday, the Rotary Club 


cin Brook. 


- the aquifer of Housatonic River 
C'water and whether the aquifer! 
contains unacceptable levels of 
polychlorinated biphenyls 
be (PCBs). ; 

A; “I think moving ahead with 
a the project is not a wise use 0) 


| 


: taxpayers’ money, at least be 


di fore they've answered question: 
by about groundwater quality,” 

, Burg, who is naturalist in resi 
se dence at Canoe Meadows it 
Fi Pittsfield, said Tuesday. ina 
L 


only tests done so far that wert 
at all scientific showed mor‘ 
PCBs in surface water tha 


will sponsor a tag sale from 8 
a.m. to noon and a beerfest and 
wine festival from 2 to 10-p.m. in 
the Tru-Value Tire Co. parking 
lot. German and Italian food and 
beverages will be featured. 


_ The program consists of 
Sketches depicting various as- 
| pects of traditional Jewish life. 
Cantor Swerling is a graduate 
of Hebrew Union Cbllese and the 


Jewish Institute of Religion and 

has studied’ theater af : idan _ Dixieland band . 

College and Tuf A Dixieland band will rove the 
here j , downtown area. The First Con- 


1 Church, St. Mary’s 
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_ LEE — Former Lee resident 
Martin H. Donahoe has been in- 
dicted by a federal grandjuryin = 
Washington, D.C., on chargeshe = 
tried to extort $2 million froma 
Washington shipping broker. I 

A 10-count indictment alleges 
that Donahoe, a Georgetown | 
University graduate, caused 
several extortionate phone calls 
to be made to Washington 
shipping broker Harry J. Smith. 
Donahoe worked for Smith be- 
tween 1974 and 1977. eR 

Donahoe, the son of Mrs. 
Charles J. Donahoe of Fairview 
Street and the late Charles J. 
Donahoe, is believed to be living 
in France. San 

According to an Oct. 3 story 
on the indictments in The Wash- 
ington Post, Donahoe allegedly | 
threatened to harm his former | 
employer’s reputation by plant- | 
ing newspaper stories that the | 
shipping broker had “advanced 
his own business interests by 
bribing foreign officials.” 

The Washington Post printed a 
story on Feb. 12, 1979, that said 
Smith’s firm, St. John Inter- 
national, had directed Jamaica’s 
grain shipping business to an- 
other firm in; which Smith had | 
financial interest. | 


$900,000 profit 


The second firm, Agrobulk 
Shipping Corp., made a $900,000 
profit in 1975, according to docu- 
ments cited in the story, appar- 
ently by hiring others to ship the 
grain for less than the Jamaican 
government paid Agrobulk. 

After the article appeared in 
the newspaper, Jamaica 
dropped Smith as a shipping 
broker and started an investiga- 
tion of their country’s shipping 
program. 

When contacted by the Post in 
February for a reply, Smith’s 
attorney, Seymour Glanzer, did 
not dispute the thrust of the ar- 
ticle about his client’s dealings 
with Jamaica. The attorney 
charged, however, that the Post, 
in printing the story on Smith’s 
business dealings, had been “un- ~ 
wittingly used” by Donahoe and 
by Charles B. Dwyer, a George- 
town University classmate. 

Dwyer was arrested by the 
FBI in February on charges that 
he had tried to extort funds from 
Smith, He pleaded guilty in July 
to the charges and has since 
been cooperating in the case 
against Donahoe. ‘ 

Donahoe reportedly left the 
country. Justice Department at- 
torneys last week said they have 
not located him, but hope to find 
him and start extradition pro- 
ceedings. fan Ra 

Donahoe’s uncle, attorney | 
Henry M. Donahoe of Lee, saic ae 
last night he was unaware of the » i 
indictment of his nephew and ~ 
did not know where he now re- 
sides. The defendant’s mother, 
Mrs. Charles J. Donahoe, last i 
night declined to comment on i 
the matter. ea | 
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ara id ity of school mark 
. a de, 
te ee considers veracity Or SCNOO! Marks 
By John §. Egan DoE aca es wit tube will not,” 
LEE = School Committee ke amy = we E “ 4 | Bourdon also said Dolan failed 
member, John H. Dolan charged |/ -guge* | |" qe Lae: to take into account the fact that 
‘ last night that Lee High School |. "at te ¢ ; the group that took the SAT ver- 
grading standards are too weak Huss 7 bal tests included students in 


Since none of the 54 students 
who took the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (SAT) verbal test had re- 
, ceived lower than a C grade in 
: English classes. 
While most Lee High students 
with averages of A or B in Eng- 
lish scored above the Massachu- 
Setts average of 429, 10 students ™y 
with C averages scored below 
the 429 average, Dolan said at a 
special School Committee meet- 3 
ing last night. 

“I feel our grading standards 
| -7 are too weak,” Dolan said. “We 
don’t even have a D student out 

of the 54 (who took the test). 
The lowest average was a 72. 
Yet many students fell below the 
State average on the SAT verbal 
scores.” 

Administrators rebutted 

charges of lax grading stan- 
S. 


practical English classes as well 
| as those in college-preparatory 

, Classes. A student might receive 
high grades in practical English, 
yet not fare as well in compar- 
ison with other students on the 
SATs, Bourdon said. 

“T still think there should be a 
correlation between a student's 
grade average and his aptitude, 
_ where he fails on the test,” said 
Dolan. “I would prefer more 
# students to be above the mark 
4 than below it.” 

i School Committee Chairman 
Marguerite M. Tristany, the 
head of nursing at Fairview 
Hospital, downplayed the impor- 
tance of the SATs. 

“The one- or two-day tests are 
not a good indicator of ability to 
me,’’ she said. “All you have to 
do is have a headache and there 
goes the score. I have seen 


Hh, many excellent students fail a 
Bourdon pointed out that the av- —— * one-day or two-day test like 


: John S, Egan Pay) 
Eni rn Eas a ae DEBATING relationship between Scholastic Aptitude Test scores and Lee High Pe 

ies portion of the SAT was 495, School student grade averages are School Committee member John H. Dolan, left, Jee are-- * 
30 points higher than the Massa- aNd Lee High School Guidance Director William Bourdon, at right. 
chusetts average. The average 


Score by a Lee High School sen- ing range for an “average stu- ther side of 429 i i i i 

s ( ri , you will encom- istrators, our philosoph is that 
ne the verbal portion of the dent” was much greater than pass 68 percent of all the every kid Desues eae to 
2 ning 434, five points higher the single mark of 429. Students who took the test. take the test.” 

e ne cor average. “ “Four hundred and twenty-: Those would all be considered Performance on SAT verbal 
Boa : 1 ®, bo g about 14 nine is only the middle of the average scores.” tests could not simply be corre- 
ae eg. ok eae 'n scale,” said Bourdon. “The stan- Lee High School Principal lated to performance in English 
Me eoarder He cot & S, dard deviation on the verbal is Robert Lucy said that there classes, curriculum Director Mi- 

lurdon. He said the scor- 110. If you g0 110 points on ei- were both college-bound and chael B. Ronan said, since stu- 
non-college-bound Lee students dents work with word-skills and 
among those who took the SATs. read in every class. 
“We could really Play num- ‘The verbal is a test on the 
bers games,” he said. “We comparison--of»-words;’’ ‘said 
° could discourage the kids with Bourdon. “You'll find that the 
low grade averages from taking kids who do a lot of outside. 
the SATs. The test averages reading will score the highest, | 
Would rise. This would look and the kids who go home and ; 
_ nrofty dam Sood. Rut ioe admin att a ae : j 


Guidance Director William 
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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR CHAPELin East Was remodeled and converted into a private home in 
Lee, as it appeared shortly after it was built in 1892. It 1941. 
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in Lee — | 


| said DeVarennes, « 


the dog gets picked 


LEE - The administrative 
~ poard of the First United Meth- 


st night to discuss whether the 
pce anal be sold to the 
town, but decided not to make 
its recommendations public. 

The Rev. Robert Brightman, 
pastor, said the board’s decision 
would be made known within the 
\ next several weeks. Any action 


we a 


eash law 
esumed 


| LEE — The Selectmen voted | 
put the town’s leash law into| 
ffect for the next five months 
ast night after a short hearing. | | 


No | algae 
otnaeemmeutanl rey : 
1 4 


© Lee church board 
mum on sale offer 


odist Church on High Street met 


Be ear eH PRE ied phy opt ee ir 


by the board would have to be 
approved by the congregation at 
the annual church meeting in 
April. 

The board chairman of the 
church trustees had written to 
the Board of Selectmen last Oc- 
tober asking if the town would 


be interested in purchasing the ~ 


property if the church wanted to 
sell it. 

‘The 80-year-old church, which 
3 in need of repair, has a con- 
regation of only 20 or 30 mem- 
ers. It is part of the Housatonic 
alley Cooperative Parish, 
hich also includes Great Bar- 
ington, Housatonic and Alford. 
Mr. Brightman said Tuesday 
orning, however, that the 
cure was not for sale at this 
ime. 

The Lee Education Associ- 
ae has urged the town to pur- 
hase the church and the 
urrounding property for use as 
dditional parking spaces for 
Central School and for increased 
playground space. 


Lee Library 
closed Monday 


LEE — The Lee Library will 
be closed Monday for Martin Lu- 
ther King Day, Librarian Eliza- 
beth L. Dennis announced. 

The weekly story hour for pre- 
school children will resume 

Tuesday morning at 10:30, Miss 
Dennis said. 


} 


6 oz. Nyquil $1.59. McClelland- 
Rexall, Main St. — Adv. ; 


None of the 10 persons who at- | ee 
tended the hearing expressed 


any objection to the reinstitution | 


of the leash law, which tradition- | 


ally is in effect in summer. | 
The law, which takes effect | 
this morning, means that dogs | 
either must be leashed at all | 
times. or otherwise restrained | 
when outdoors. | 
The public hearing was the re- f 
sult of recent complaints about _ 
an increase in the number of | 
dogs wandering around town | 
and in biting incidents, 
Selectman John BE, DeVa- 
rennes noted that the leash law 


is stronger than ‘a restraining 


law for dogs. 
“The trouble with a restrain- | 
ing law is that it depends on the | 


' interpretation of control by the 


master,” he said, “[f F 
one-half block down the ste 
and the master whistles and the 
dog comes, then he’s re- 
ka ee 
he leash law “make 
ier” for dog officer Pot 
Clark to pick upa dog “Tf the | 
dog is 0n someone ¢ge’s prop- 
erty, then there’s no question,” 
DeVarennes said. nu 


$7 pickup fee 


Clark said that there ; 
pickup fee and a $2 Der-day ot 
nel fee for all impoundeg dogs 

The Selectmen pointed o 


that dogs being used f 
are not bound wien qpoting 


“All dogs won't be picked up,” 
‘It’s only 
Pe oa that 


when there’s a, 


Lee Library 
re-elects Dolan 
_as president 
LEE — The Lee Library Asso- | 


ciation re-elected John H. Dolan 
of Devon Road. as president at | 


ig eeey 


| 
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LEE SCHOLARS, from left, are Marilyn Szewczak, Christopher J. Airoldi and 
Michael A, Lehmann. The three have been named as speakers at Lee High School 


graduation exercises. 


Lee High names 3 students 


to speak at commencement 


LEE — Lee High School sen- 
iors Christopher J. Airoldi, Mi- 
chael A. Lehmann and Marilyn 
Szewczak have been named 
graduation speakers at the high 
school’s commencement exer- 
cises at the Tanglewood Shed 
June 9 at 2 p.m. 

The trio are the three top- 
ranked students in the senior 
class.» 
Airoldi, the valedictorian, is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Airoldi of 21 Leonard Ave. A 
three-year member of the quiz 
team, Airoldi has a 96.96 grade 
average over four years. He 
ong right wing on the soccer 

am and is lead-off batter on 
the varsity baseball team. 

A member of the French Club, 
he won the Rensselaer Polytech- 
nical Institute’s medal for sci- 
ence and mathematics. He plans 
to attend Rensselaer and major 


__ in chemical engineering. 


Lehmann, the son of Mrs, Mi- 
chael Lehmann of 53 St, James 


the annual meeting last week. 
Richard T. Salinetti was 


4 
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| 
elected vice president; Francis | 
G, Fanning was're-elected treas- | 
urer and Mrs. Tracy B. Ambler | 
was re-elected clerk. Thomas F. | 


Ginalla lected to the. 
board 0 34 
Newly elected} directors for. 


three-year terms are Mirs. Mar- | 
tin H. Deely, Mrs. John Math- | 
ews and Mrs. J, Peter Scolforo, | 
{ 
} 


tes 
\ 


Ave., is the class salutatorian. 
The editor of the high school lit- 


erary magazine, ‘‘The Lee- 
Flet,”’ Lehmann was one of 24 


Rotary Club 
to honor 
Lee librarian 


LEE — Lee Librarian Eliza- 
beth L, Dennis will be honored 
with the Tri-Town Rotary Club’s 
Distinguished Community Serv- 
ice award tomorrow at noon at 
the East Lee Steak House. 

Miss Dennis has been associ- 
ated with the Lee Library since 
1935 and has been head librarian 
since 1942, In November 1978, 
she was honored by the dedica- 
tion to her of the new children’s 
room in the library. 

In addition to her work at the 


with community and church 


Massachusetts seniors selected 
to receive a National Council of 
English Teachers Achievement 
award in writing last year. 


A tuba player in the high 
school band, Lehmann has a 94.7 
grade average. He was a winner 
of the math olympiad award. 
Next fall he will attend Colum- 
bia University, where he plans 
to major in political science. 

Marilyn Szewezak, the daugh- 
ter of Marjorie and the late 
Harry T, Szewczak of Pleasant 
Street, is an oboeist in the band. 
A member of the quiz team, her 
average over four years is 93.4. 

An exchange student to Bel- 
gium for three months, Miss 
Szewezak placed seventh in the 
nation in the National French 
Test for fifth-year French stu- 
dents. Next fall she will attend 
Anna Maria ‘College in Paxton, 
where she intends to major in 


Sparse eo ta 


Library, Miss Dennis is involved aie therapy). 


groups, 

“The purpose of this award is 
to recognize exceptional commu- 
nity contributions by a resident 
of the Tri-towns (Lee, Lenox and 
Stockbridge),”’ Tri-Town Rotary 
President Edward J. Cristiano 
said. “Miss Dennis so rightly de- 
serves the award for the com- 


| mitment she has made to the 


children of the area and the ex- 
pansion of their horizons, plus 
her relentless efforts in estab- 
lishing the library as a commu- 
nity focal point in Lee.” 

Mrs. Florence Consolati, au- 
thor of ‘See All the People,” 
will present the award to Miss 
Dennis, 

The public is invited to the 
awards luncheon, Cristiano said. 
Tickets are $4 and may be pur- 
chased at the door. 
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n-denominational 
was formed this 
Dwi Siisuare i Ge Sonnen 
Ip lt Ss 5 0! 000 


Commission awarded the church 
a $27,000 matching grant for the 


project. The local commitment ~~ 
is $32,550 x 


_ The 195-foot steeple, acknow- 
leged as one of the tallest in 


New England and the most slen- 
der for its height, has lost many 
pieces of exterior sheathing over 
the years. A complete restora- 
tion is expected to take place 
this summer. 

‘Community responsibility’ 

The automobile raffle is one of 
many parts of the fund-raising 
effort, according to Joseph M. 


- Toole of Main Street, a com- 


mittee chairman. The other 
chairmen are Daniel R. Sullivan 
of Stockbridge Road and Doro- 
thy Perkins of Devon Road. 

_ The committee is composed of 
non-parishioners, as well as par- 


church. 

“The preservation of the 
steeple is a community responsi- 
bility, we feel,” Toole said. The 
committee will solicit donations 
from many segments of the 
community, including industry. 


The 1937 Buick, a four-door se- 
dan with a “straight-eight” 
eight-cylinder engine, had 25,461 
miles on the odometer yes- 
terday. It was donated to the 
fund-raising effort by Miss Mira 
K. Parsons of Lenox. 

On view Saturdays 


It will be on display outside 
the church every Saturday 


_ through the summer, weather 


permitting. 

Purchased from the former 
Springfield Buick Co., now Hau- 
ser Buick, the 42-year-old au- 
tomobile contains the original 
driver’s manual and is in run- 
aing condition. 


Enser quits 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — William S. Enser Jr., 
1 member of the Lee Conserva- 
ion Commission for the past 
wo years, has submitted his 
esignation from the commis- 
ion in order to avoid a possible 

onflict of interest. 
Enser has been made director 
* Berkshire Environmental 
iboratories, a consulting firm 
iich this winter prepared 
ant applications for the towns 
Lee and Lenox for a five-year 
eed control program at Laurel 
ake and for the Berkshire 
> ~missioners for a 


D e People Com- 


‘The Massachusetts Historical _ 


be 


ishioners, of the 120-year-old =~ 
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is shown in front of First Con- 
Lee. Funds from raffle of car 


will go toward a $60,000 restoration of the church’s 195- 


foot steeple. 


Raffle tickets, which are $5 held Labor Day. 


each, will go on sale within the 
next two weeks, Sullivan said. Chamber of Commerce informa- 
There will be 2,500 tickets tion booth on Main Street or 
printed. The drawing will be from committee members. 


S _ . 
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Lee conservation unit, cites conflict f 


ae 


five-year weed control project at 
Pontoosuc Lake. 

The state Department of Envi- 
ronmental Quality Engineering 
in May announced the awarding 
of $13,650 for the Laurel Lake 
project and $40,500 for the Pon- 
toosuc Lake project. The awards 
provide 75 percent of the first- 
year costs of the programs. 


“Now as director of Berkshire 
Environmental Laboratories, I 
feel that it is necessary that I 
resign as a Lee Conservation 
Commissioner in order to elimi- 
nate any possible problems 
which might arise, for I may be 


— 


' 


Tickets will be available at the 


7? 


part owner of the firm in the 
near future,’ Enser wrote the 
Selectmen. 


No action taken 


Enser said he was “looking 
forward to serving the town not 
only as a private consultant but 
also on any board which will not 
be in conflict with my profes- 
sional occupation.” 

The Selectmen Monday, how- 
ever, took no action on Enser’s 
request, after Conservation 
Commission Chairman William 
F: Powers told the board he 
wanted to investigate whether 
Enser might be able to remain 
on the board as a non-voting 
member. 

Enser said yesterday that his 
presence on the. Conservation 


Commission .and his employ, ¥ 


ment by the consulting firm “‘it- 
self is not illegal but it would be 
if I became a partner in the 
firm.” 

When Enser joined Berkshire 
Environmental Laboratories in 
the winter, he was already at 
work on the town’s application 
for state funding for the weed 
control project. He had spent the 


’ previous year working as a tech- 


nician in the Tri-Town Health 


oY 


a 


if ‘Because the grant application | 
| had, already been started by En- 
- ser and because of time limita- 
tions, the Conservation’ 
_ Commission never took a formal | 
vote to use the services of Berk- 
_. |. shire Environmental Labora- 


tories for the lake study and 
i i“ grant application, Enser said, 
William S. Enser 


The towns of Lee and Lenox 

paid $1,300 each to Berkshire| | 

Environmental Laboratories for). 
Laboratory under a Comprehen- 
sive Employment and Training 
Act (CETA) program and devel- 


the application. 
Since the weed control project 
oping a lake management pro- 
gram for the town. 


is a five-year proposal, further 
Enser, an expert on lake 


monitoring costs could be paid 
Berkshire Environmental Labo- 
eutrophication, said he has ‘‘ab- 
stained at all times from voting 


1 as 


‘State and local funding, is q 
$168,800. Monitoring costs over ¢)_ 


| The ulitmate cost of 
on afiything” related tp Berke the years amount to $26,600, 


\the project, pending continued 
| shire Environmental Labora- 
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_ EAST LEE Civic Association President Alice B. Mo- 
rin urges Lee Selectmen to transform former East Lee 
School to community center. 


Norman 


Continued from Page 1 


to exhibit a strong social conscience. 
Themes of poverty, civil rights, the gen- 
eration gap, the Vietnam War, and the 
threatened environment flowed from his 
brushes. ; i 
_"T'm getting fed up with cute situa- 
tions,” he grumbled. ' 
Norman Rockwell was born in New 
York City on Feb. 3, 1894, the son of Jar- 
vis Waring and Nancy Hill Rockwell. At 
16 he dropped out of high school and 
joined the Art Students League, where he 
earned his first commission by doing four 
shristmas cards for the wealthy Mrs. Ar- 
ah nold Constable. Soon he was illustrating 
gree books and getting regular advertising as- 
a signments. 
At age 22, he went to Philadelphia in 
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By John S. Egan 


LEE — The president and members of 
the East Lee Civic Association last night 
proposed the transformation of the for- 
mer East Lee School on Silver Street to a 
youth and community center. 

“We've come to find out about the old 
school,” said Alice B. Morin, association 
president, to the Selectmen last night. 
“We wondered if it could be used as a 
civic center and as a meeting place for 
our association.” : 

The school building has been under the 
control of the town since the School De- 
partment transferred the school’s stu- 
dents and staff to the Central School in- 
September, 1977. The Selectmen indi- 
cated recently they wished to sell the 
structure, which been used for storage of 
desks and other equipment for the last 
year and a half. The School Department 
is starting to get rid of stored equipment 
by offering wooden desks and chairs to 
residents on a first-come, first-serve 
basis, this Saturday morning, from 9 to 
noon. 

The structure, Building Inspector Ed- 


Old East Lee School proposed | 


as youth, community center 


ward M. Briggs said, “is in pretty good 
shape. The heating system is fairly new 
and it has a whole new chimney.” 

While the Selectmen had planned to sell 
the property “because it costs the town to 
heat it and take care of it,’’ Selectmen 
Chairman William M. Murphy said that 
“due to the fact we’ve had a lot of con- 
cern about our youth and the lack of a 
youth center, if we could get a group to 
do the work or volunteer, we might be 
able to do something” with the building. . 

Since any renovation of the structure 
would probably involve town funds, an- 
nual town meeting voters would have to 
approve the establishment of a commu- 
nity center at the property, Murphy said. 

Selectman John E. DeVarennes urged 
Mrs. Morin to contact local service clubs 
for support in organizing the proposed 
community center. “If there were inter- 
est shown in the building,” said DeVa- 
rennes, “I think we could hold back on 
the sale of the property until the annual 
town meeting.” 

The main problem in the establishment 
of a center, DeVarennes said, would be 


“supervision.” ‘ : 
Turning the conversation to two o' 
matters that she said concern Ea 
residents, Mrs. Morin asked the : 
men to do something about the deteric 
rating “Butler property’ and speedin 
trucks on Route 20. 

The former Butler property, a buildi 
located at the corner of Maple, Ché 
and Cape streets, near the East Lee 
Steak House, once housed a post of: 
and general store. The property was 
taken by the town for unpaid real-esta 


taxes. fe 
“T think something should be do 
keep children out,” she said. “It’s 1 
boarded up. There are holes in the floo 
that go right down to the cellar. The 
end is all collapsed.” i 
Mrs. Morin also asked if somet g 
could be done to ‘‘slow down those trucks — 
on Route 20 in East Lee. Sometimes — 
people can’t even turn into their drive- 
ways, when those trucks are barreling 
down behind them.”’ ike ‘ 
The Selectmen said they would look \ 
into both matters. . : 
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Rockwell dies at 84 


hopes of showing his portfolio to George 
Horace Lorimer, who had built a minor 
magazine into a giant with two million 
readers. The magazine was called The 
Saturday Evening Post. Lorimer bought 
two paintings for $75 each and approved 
three sketches for future covers. Rock- 
well recalled later, “I had arrived.” 


And indeed he had, for Liberty maga- 
zine soon tried to buy him away from the 
Post, offering him double his fee if he 
would move. But Rockwell preferred to 
stay with the first employer who had 
taken a chance on him, a canny decision 
since the Post immediately doubled his 
cover price from $250 to $500. His long- 
range good sense was borne out as well. 
rae magazine died a pauper’s death 
in 1951. 


Lee’s Morgan House resta 
to go out of business Saturday 


Rockwell's first marriage ended in di- 
vorce. His second wife, Mary, who died 
in 1959, was the mother of his three sons; 
Peter, a sculptor; Thomas, a writer; and 
Jarvis, a modern painter. Six years after 
Mary's death, Rockwell married Mary L- 
“Molly” Punderson, a retired teacher. - 


“T realized a long time ago that I'll 
never be a Rembrandt,”’ said Rockwell 
several years ago, ‘‘but I start each pic- 
ture with the same high hopes, and if I 
never fulfill them, I still try my darndest. 
Someone once asked Picasso which was 
his favorite. painting, and he said, ‘the 
next one.’ I’ll echo that,”’ said Rockwell. 

For Norman Rockwell there will no 
longer be a ‘“‘next one,” but millions of 
Americans will remember the ones that 
went before. 
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By John S. Egan 


_ LEE — One of the oldest operating inns 
in Berkshire County is closing this Satur- 
day night. 

Maria Cole of Tyringham, owner of the 
19th-century Morgan House, acknowleged 
yesterday that she is closing the combi- 
nation restaurant and inn after Saturday 
Night. _~ 

Coincidentally, spokesmen from two 

other restaurants in downtown Lee ack- 
nowleged that their facilities are plan- 
ning to shut down operations for the 
winter. The closing of the other two ea- 
_ teries — Rossi’s Restaurant on Main 

‘Street and the Victoria Restaurant on 
_ Park Street — will be strictly seasonal. 

_ ‘The poetants expect to reopen in 


i 


Spring. 
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The reopening of the Morgan House, 
however, depends upon the sale of the 
structure to new owners, 

Although the former stagecoach inn 
had been for sale for some time for about 
$300,000, the asking price has now come 
down to $250,000. Mrs. Cole said she has 
dropped the price because she wants to 
find a buyer for the restaurant quickly. 


SERA SE ane en) ck 


“The Morgan House is so important to 
the town of Lee,” she said. ‘I feel it is 
closing temporarily. I feel certain some- 
one will purchase it.”’ 

Mrs. Cole, who with her former hus- 


_band, Gary Devore, purchased the inn 


five years ago, said she discovered that 
she did not have enough time to operate 


the inn as it should be operated. 

“T really feel very badly about it,” she 
said. ‘But the inn needs someone to be 
there and run it. I firmly believe it can 
be a success, but it must be owner-oper- © 
ated. I’ve really pushed it as far as I 
could. You have to think business-wise, 
even though there are emotions in- | 
volved.” ; 

Mrs. Cole said she recently has been 
spending about six months of the year in | 
Tyringham and part of the year at her — ; 
other home in Encino, Calif. She now is _ 
planning to sell the Encino home and buy 
a house in Boston, the city of her birth» 
She will keep her home in Tyringham 
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Lee’s Morgan House to close 
Continued on Page 17 
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ARCHITECT of new Lee Library wing, Norman 
G.A. Day of Lenox, stands in front of library. New wing 
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is on left side of original structure, which was built of 
Lee marble in 1908. 


Lee Library wing opens tomorrow 
$271,000 addition triples building space 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — A transformed Lee Library 
opens its new $271,000 wing tomorrow 
between 2 and 4 p.m. 

The 5,000-square-foot addition, which 
triples the space of the old library, 
was funded through a grant from the 
U.S. Economic Development Adminis- 
tration. 

U.S. Rep. Silvio Conte, who along 
with U.S. Sen. Edward W. Brooke, 
was instrumental in helping to obtain 
the grant, will attend a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony at 2 p.m. Selectmen Chair- 
man William M. Murphy, John H. Do- 
lan, president of the library’s board of 
directors, and Department of Public 
Works’ Superintendent J. Peter Scol- 
foro, who initiated the grant request, 
also will be present. 

The new wing was designed to triple 
the space of the 1907 library without 
architecturally overwhelming the orig- 
inal marble structure, according to 
Architect Norman G.A. Day of Lenox. 

“It was a challenge to design a new 
wing without overpowering the old 
building,” Day said. “I was purposely 
trying to deemphasize the addition 
and to tie it in with the use of old ma- 
terials.” 

aM ee ne 


The one-story wing, constructed on 
the northwest side of the old building, 
is faced with marble slabs that were 
cut from the quarry that supplied 
stone for the original structure. 
Smooth stone was used on the corners, 
while rough stone forms the inserts. 

In dramatic contrast to the slabs, 
which Day says will darken with age 
to match the color of the old blocks, 


are panels of bright orange under the 


windows. : 

“The panels are an attempt to 
match the roof color,” said Day. “In 
some lights, the color looks very or- 


_ ange, in other light, the panels match 


the roof.” 
Along the Main Street side of the ad- 
dition are a row of locust saplings. 
_ Someday they will filter the light fall- 
ing on the large windows on the addi- 
tion’s east wall. ‘ 
. impact of the addition strikes 

vuasencnnunguanananaty 


the visitor as soon as he enters the 
main library entrance. 

Because the charging desk has been 
moved, the entrance foyer seems 
much larger than in the past. The for- 
mer stack room, located behind the 
foyer, once bulging with tall metal 
stacks of books, has been changed to a 
light and airy reference room. 

A turn to the left reveals the new 
charging area, and beyond, the new 
wing. / 

The stack area, measuring approxi- 
mately 35 feet by 50 feet, contains 
enough shelving to hold most of the li- 
brary’s 30,140 books, according to 
Miss Dennis, who said that in the past 
many books had to be stacked in the 
basement for lack of space. 

Overhead, banks of fluorescent 
lights drop soft but bright illumination 
over the stack area. The old library’s 
former exterior north wall forms the 
south wall of the stack area. 

“T saw no reason to cover-it up,” 
says Day. “I thought it rather inter- 
esting to leave it exposed inside. 
Breaking through from the old build- 
ing to the new wing was avery simple 
connection. There were two pairs of 
windows. One pair we left. The other 
was taken out. So we have an opening 
9 feet wide and 10 feet high into the 
new wing. It seems very spacious.” 

Behind the remaining window is a 
small music room, with record player 
and cassette recorder. Flanking the 
east side of the stack area is a maga- 
zine and reading area. Flanking the 
west side, separated from the stack 
area by a long row of interior win- 
dows, is the children and young 
adults’ room. The 1,020-foot room, 
which runs along the entire west side 
of the addition, was designed to oper- 
ate as a self-contained unit. 

“The children’s room feels a part of 
the main library,” said Day. “But it 
could be its own unit. It has its own 


present. buildin 


restrooms to the main stack area can 
be locked, Miss Dennis said, sealing 
off the lecture room from the rest of 
the library. This makes it a facility 
that can be used by the community af- 
ter library hours or on weekends. 

“It’s basically a room for small 
meetings,” said Day, “but it also 
lends itself to exhibits and movies,” 

Suspended from the ceiling are ad- 
justable spotlights that can throw light 
on three walls of the room. Vertical 
wooden strips were fastened to the 
three walls to “take any paintings or 
photographs from 2 feet wide to 8 feet 
wide.”’ 

At the rear of the room, which can 
hold 108 persons, are closets for pro- 
jector and chair storage, and a small 
kitchenette. 

“It’s something the old library 
never had,” said Miss Dennis. ‘There 
was no wall space there, because 
there were books on every possible 
wall.” 

ee ear Sele 

The new wing is heated by heat 
pumps which are located along the ex- 
terior walls, under the windows. All 
windows in the new wing are double- 
glazed, with narrow venetian blinds” 
between the two sheets of glass in 
each window. 

Work on the addition was begun in 
early January by George E. Emerson 
Inc., which won a $238,292 general con- 
tract for the work.. 

Construction work was completed 
about three weeks ago, when the li- 


_brary closed to: allow employees to 


Move books and ready the new wing. 
The addition had been on the drawing 
boards since 1963, undergoing several 
evolutions until the present version 


‘was decided upon. ~ 


The Lee Library Association was = 
founded at a special town meeting in 
1874. It received its first appropriation 
of town funds in 1876. The first library 


_ was set up in two rooms in Memorial 
Hall. ; 


In 1908, the library moved to the 
uildi total cost was 
negie Founda- 

h the balance 
id town funds. 
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STOCKBRIDGE — Norman Rockwell, 
America’s most famous artist and illus- 
trator, died at his home on South Street 
last night at 11:30. He was Bae 
The slender, white-haired artist contin- 
ued the struggle to work even as the 
gathering infirmities of age overtook 
him. Some years ago he told an inter- 
viewer; ‘‘When I die, I want to be wor- 
king on a picture and just fall over.”’ It 
almost happened that way. On an easel in 
his nearby studio was a last painting — a 
humorous depiction of the town’s Indian- 
Colonial heritage he started more than a 
year ago and never finished. 
For years Rockwell had been a famil- 


iar sight, bicycling along the Stockbridge . 


roads, often accompanied by his wife 
Molly. He and his South Street home and 
studio were obligatory targets for tour- 
ists. One, it is said, even climbed into 
Rockwell’s bedroom window hoping to 
catch a glimpse of his quarry. The artist 
bore these intrusions with all possible 
grace. 

Rockwell’s fame grew over the years to 
the point where he became an American 
institution. His appeal spanned virtually 
every segment of society. The cognos- 
cente sometimes wrinkled their noses at 
his work, calling him “‘illustrator’’ over 
“artist.” For millions of his countrymen, 
however, he represented all they knew of 
art. ; 

He let it be known to newspapers that 
he preferred to be called an illustrator. 
But, with-his ever present sense of hu- 
mor, he commented in an interview a few 
years back that when people pressed him 
in an agrument over whether he is an 
artist or an illustrator, ‘‘I let them win 
the argument.” 

Despite his fame, which included re- 
ceiving the 1976 Medal of Freedom, the 
nation’s highest civilian award, he was 
simply “Norman” to his friends. Fame 
me humility were matching garments to 

im. 


Rockwell pictures, Pages 10,11 

In 1969, a group of his Stockbridge 
neighbors purchased and renovated the 
Old Corner House at Main and Elm 
streets to provide a site for the display of 
Rockwell works. He loaned many of them 
for permanent display there, and the 
house became such a success that it is 
has attracted 360,818 visitors since it 
opened. 

Rockwell’s modesty about his talents 
bordered on immodesty. In an interview 
as he neared 80, he called himself ‘‘just a 
hack illustrator who made a lot of 
money.’’ The comment was classic un- 
derstatement, implying that his work was 
easy and superficial. 

Few artists paid as much attention to 
detail. For a Saturday Evening Post 
cover on the occasion of Charles A. Lind- 
bergh’s transatlantic flight in 1927, Rock- 
well worked for 26 straight hours to 
salute the event. 

For a 1969 commission from Look 
magazine of Neil Armstrong’s first step 

on the moon, Rockwell traveled to Hous- 
ton to view the simulated moon surface 
there to get the most realistic effect. 

If his art was enchanting, folksy, warm 
and unrealistic in social terms, he knew 
it and was unapologetic. In 1960, he com- 

mented at length: " 
' “Maybe as I grew up and found the 
world wasn’t the perfectly pleasant place 
: Thad thought it to be, I unconsciously de- 
_ Cided that if it wasn’t an ideal world, it 


‘Should be. So I painted only the ideal as- — 


he world, pictures in which 
0 drunken slatterns of self- 
mothers, but ‘in which. there 
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ies at home 


ill or deformed. The situations they face 
are commonplace everyday situations, 
not the agonizing crises and tangles of 
life.” 

His work included nearly 400 magazine 
covers, every Boy Scout calendar but two 
since 1924, portraits of each president 
from Warren G. Harding to Richard 
Nixon, stars like John Wayne, Bing 
Crosby and commercial clients like fried 
chicken magnate Col. Harlan Saunders. 


He rode the crest of the heyday of 
magazine illustration, and some of his 
paintings became as forceful as artillery. 
His World War II series of paintings of 
the four freedoms found its way into mil- 
lions of American homes and typified the 
effort and goal of war. 

In the troubled 1960s, Rockwell began 


Norman Rockwell dies at 84 
Continued on Page 21 


Louis Lamone 


FOUR-FREEDOMS painting by the artist is the backdrop for this 
1971 photo of Norman Rockwell, who died at his home in Stockbridge. 


Middle class struck 
by new kind of VD 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (UPI) — A newly 
recognized venereal disease, found pre- 
dominantly among middle-class subur- 
banites, is spreading throughout the 
state, country and world, warns Dr. Nich- 
olas J. Fiumara, director of the Massa- 
chusetts Division of Communicable 
Diseases. 

At a meeting of the Middlesex South 
District Medical Society Wednesday, 
Fiumara said non-gonococcal urethritis 
(NGU), because of its association with 
more affluent groups, for unspecified rea- 
sons, is sometimes described as a “‘sur- 
burban’”’ disease. | 
_ Unlike gonorrhea, NGU does not cause 
the severe pain in men that often leads 


them to seek treatment. Fiumara warned 


He told the members of the society 
treatment of males is fruitless if there is 
no coincident treatment of their sex part- 
ners, adding that in 22 hospital clinics in 
Massachusetts, NGU is the No. 1 vener- 
eal disease and is seen mostly in clinics 
that draw from colleges of middle-class 
communities. 

The disease, which doctors have only 
recently become aware of, is best treated 
with tetracyclines or newer derivatives of 
the antibiotic. 


Fiumara said NGU may occur among 
couples who have been faithful sexual 
partners because women may have in- 
herited it from their mothers. ! 

At a session on NGU presented to the 


American Medical Associaton last year, 
doctors were told that it is the most com- 


‘mon venereal disease in both the United 
“States and England and the Center for 
‘Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga., esti-\ 
‘mates that as many as two million cases 


NGU oce 


ur in the United States each 


MERRELL TAVERN had received a new coat of paint when this photo was 
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taken in 1970. Tavern is on south side of Route 102 in South Lee. 


S. Lee landmark for sale 


By John S, Egan 


LEE — The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities has announced its in- 
tention to sell the Merrell Tavern in South Lee. 

The proposed sale of the 160-year-old struc- 
ture, which is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Landmarks, is part of a move by the 
society to get rid of 14 pieces of property now 
under its care. Miss Mabel Choate of Stock- 
bridge gave the structure to the society in 1947. 

“The Society for the Preservation of New 
England Antiquities has owned the tavern for 


Many years,” wrote David Lohres, director of . 


property development for the society in a June 
19 letter to the Berkshire County Regional 
Planning Commission (BCRPC). 

“For all these.years we wanted very much to 
develop the building into a full museum struc- 
ture with all related restoration, visitation and 
programs. Both our board and staff have come 
to the realization that this is not a possibility, 


_ given financial conditions.” 


The tavern, which was constructed during 
the American Federal period between 1810 and 
1815, was one of two properties on the dis- 
position list that “represent a realization of the 
financial situation, as opposed to a decision 
that the building does not qualify for inclusion 


in our collection.” 


The society is “vitally concerned with preser- 
vation of structures that will be sold to other 
owners.” All of the structure’s “important fea- 
tures” will be protected with covenants, the let- 
ter said. 

The society is investigating the possibility of 
blocking restaurant usage of the former tavern 
with a covenant, because of a concern for the 
“bad track record’ of restaurants “relative to 
destruction by fire and other causes.” 

In a July.10 response to the society, James H. 
Parrish, historic preservation planner for the 
BCRPC offered his assistance in the devel- 


_ opment of a plan for preservation of the land- 
2-17-19 


mark. 
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Parrish asked the society to spell out the con-. 
ditions under which the former tavern was en- — 


trusted by Miss Choate to the society. He also 
asked what had happened to furnishings that 
were in the building as recently as three years 
ago and what restrictions would be applied to 
the former tavern’s exterior and interior. 

In response to the announcement of the so- 
ciety’s announced intention to sell the Merrell 
Tavern, the Lee Selectmen said they would ask 
the Lee Historical Committee to set up a public 
hearing to gain input from local residents re- 
garding the building’s future. 


The original structure, consisting of the first 


two floors, was built by Joseph Whiton as a 
hostel between 1810 and 1815. Two years after 
its construction, the building came into the 
Merrell family, where it remained for 100 
years. A third floor ballroom and the front 
porch were added in 1838, both examples of the 
then popular Greek Revival architecture. 


The William Davis family bought the prop- 
erty in 1880 and ran it for 20 years as the Davis 
Hotel. From the turn of the century to the end 
of World War I, the hotel was operated off and 
on. Miss Choate took the tavern out of the Mer- 
rell-Davis family in 1918 and ran it as the Old 
Tavern Tea Room during the 1920s and early 
1930s. 

Also during the 1930s, the ballroom was used 
for dances to which men at the Civilian Conser- 
vation Corps camp on nearby Beartown Moun- 
tain were invited. 


The advent of World War Il forced tearooms 
out of vogue and Miss Choate in 1947 gave the 
property to the Boston-based society. 

Restoration of the structure by the society 
was begun in 1969, after a thorough archi- 
tectural and historical study of the building. 
The entire exterior was given several appli- 
cations of new paint. 

The former tavern was added to the National 
Register of Historic Landmarks in 1972. 
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Lee, church to celebrate 


| By JOHN HITCHCOCK AL The Rev. Walter s. Ryan said Friday it took) 
Union Bureau Chief" // more than ayartocomplets the paperwork fr 


NS de ; "applications for assistance, and finally a $27,000 
; LEE Scaffolding will be removed from the matching ak ve by the Massachu- 
Steeple of the. First Congregational Church of setts Historic 1 A 
i Lee next week, marking the end of the first “We had to hustle around and raise our $27,006 
; major renovation in the 142-year history of what, and we did it in every possible way from tag 
‘is regarded as the tallest Congregational church sales to church suppers,” Ryan said, “but we 
\ i steeple in New England, su leee went over the top by several thousand dollars. 
SAY) | 4 celebration will be held Nov. 18 at the Aes 

‘church to mark completion of the $56,000 job. ' The lowest bid, $56,000, was submitted by 
> The church, constructed in 1857, was officially Francis Allard Construction Co. of Wales in 
listed in the National Register of Historic Build- ers bes work was a ay Popa 
[nerimeeary ba a : git for pet iany sheet metal on the spire and turrets, as well as 
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Lee probation officer 
promoted to new post 


_ LEE — Paul R. Collins of 
Richmond Avenue, probation of- 
ficer for the District Court of 
Lee for the past five years, has 


been appointed chief probation. 


officer of the newly consolidated 
District Court of Southern Berk- 
shire Division. 

The District Court of Lee and 

_ Great Barrington’s Southern 

_ Berkshire District Court have 

| been administratively consoli- 

| dated under the court reform 

) bill enacted in early July. 

» Judge John J. Dwyer, chief 
presiding justice for the two 
courts, this week named Collins, 

_ 32, to the post that was created 

_ by the administrative merger. 

| As chief probation officer, Col- 

__lins will be responsible for filling 

' out reports to the Commissioner 

_ of Probation and keeping consol- 

_ idated records from the two 
| courts, 

Collins said yesterday he will 

» still handle most of his case 

) work from his office at the Dis- 
\ trict Court of Lee. George V. 

| Ullrich, probation officer at the 

|) Great Barrington court, will 

‘continue to handle case work 
from that location. 

The new appointment brings a 
jsmall rise in Salary, Collins 
said, from $17,600 to about 

+ $18,000 a year, 

Collins, a Lee native, the son 

of Mr. and Mrs. James F. Col- 
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Paul R. Collins 
Chief probation officer 


lins of Housatonic Street, is a 
Lee High School graduate. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in psy- 
chology from St. Francis Xavier 
College in Nova Scotia. Before 
his appointment as probation of- 


LEE — Frank P. Consolati, 

who recently announced his re- 
tirement as the chairman of the 
| Lee Housing Authority, was hon- 
| ored yesterday for his service to 
| the elderly with a surprise party 
| at Brown Memorial Court on 
| Marble Street. 
Under Consolati’s direction, 
| the Housing Authority oversaw 
| the development of Brown Me- 
|morial Court, a 48-apartment 
| complex for the elderly that was 
completed in 1973. 

About 33 Brown Memorial 
Court residents, Housing Author- 
‘ity Director Yvonne duPont and 
| the Rev. Walter S. Ryan, pastor 
| of the First Congregational 
Church and former chairman of 
the Lee Council on Aging, turned 
out to honor Consolati and his 
| wife yesterday. 

Mrs. duPont pinned carnations 
on Mr. and Mrs. Consolati. Con- 
solati was presented with a 
| plaque that pictures the apart- 
; ment complex and a reproduc- 


Consolati honored , 
by housing board 


hy 16 y97t 


tion of the complex’s dedication 
plaque. Brown Memorial Court 
tenants arranged refreshments. 
“It is a very pleasant feeling 
to help an elderly person in 
some way or other,” said 
Ryan, commenting on Conso- 
lati’s service. “But when you 
have been responsible for the es- 
tablishment of a housing author- 
ity, steered the group through 
planning sessions, training ses- 
sions, business meetings and fi- 
nancial commitment, and acted 
as accountant, treasurer and 
overseer of the entire building 
project that resulted in what we 
have now . . . it must give one a 
great feeling of satisfaction, to 
have enabled folks to have a 
place of their own to live in, and 
this lovely activities room.”’ 
Consolati, 68, whose term ex- 
pired July 9, advised Gov. Mi- 
chael S. Dukakis that he would 
not accept reappointment as the 
state appointee to the Housing , 
Authority. He is staying on as ; 
acting chairman until the gover- , 
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ficer of the Lee court in 1973, he > 


worked for the state Welfare De- 
partment in Pittsfield. 

He and his wife, Denise, have 
four children. 


LEE — Marguerite M. Tris- 
tany was re-elected chairman of 
the School Committee at its or- 
ganizational meeting Tuesday 
night. James H. Dolan will con- 
tinue_as vice chairman. 
Superintendent Maurice J. 
Boulanger recommended that 
Dr. John T. Cinella continue as 
school doctor, but asked the 
committee to postpone action on 
appointing an attendence officer 


on whether to hire an adjust- 
ment counselor. 

Subcommittee appointments 
will be made at a later date. 

In other matters, the School 
Committee approved a compre- 
hensive testing program for stu- 
dents taking the two-year 
French I program in junior high 
school. Students who perform 
well on the exam will be able to 
move into French II in Grade 9. 
Those who do not, will be asked 
to repeat French I. 

The committee accepted the 
resignation of William Mispel, a 


until a decision had been made . 
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i Joan Roger is named 


GREAT BARRINGTON — 
Joan Roger of Housatonic has 
been named manager of radio 
station WSBS on Stockbridge 
Road, Berkshire Broadcasting 
Co. President Donald A. Thurs- 
ton announced yesterday. 

She succeeds John T. Ryan, 
who resigned June 1 after 11 
years as manager. He left the 
station to devote more time to 
his business, Ryan’s Florists. 

Mrs. Roger, who joined the 
station more than 10 years ago, 
+ will be responsible for ‘‘the total 
| operation of WSBS radio sery- 
‘ ices in the Southern Berkshire 
+ area,” Thurston said. 
| A former kindergarten 
| teacher, Mrs. Roger has worked 
+ as a copywriter, account execu- 
t 
' 
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tive, and on-the-air personality 
while at WSBS. 
She attended Boston Univer- 
| sity and the New England Con- 
‘servatory of Music. She is 
' } honorary chairman of the Berk- 
| shire County International Year 
of the Child Committee. 


new manager of WSBS 


Donald B. Victo) 
* Joan Roger 
Former teacher 


Berkshire Broadcasting Co., 
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woodworking teacher at the high 
school. Meet said he will be 


She and her husband, Leonce which owns WSBS, is based in - 
moving to New Hampshire in 

- 

t 


, Roger, have two sons. North Adams. 


June. 
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PARK BUILDING on Main Str 


serie 


John S. B 


eet in Lee has been sold by Mrs. James T. N 
nan, daughter of building’s founder, 


James T.Owens. Structure was erected in 191: 


East Lee merchant buys 


J.T. Owens 


LEE — Michael Zabian, owner of the East 


Lee Package Store, yesterday purchased for an 


undisclosed sum the Park Building on Main 
Street and J.T. Owens, the men’s and young 
men’s clothing store that has been located in 


the building since its construction in 1914 by the 
late James T. Owens. 


Zabian, a native of Lebanon who came to the 
United States 13 years ago and has operated 
the East Lee store for the past 10 years, pur- 
chased the 12,000-square-foot building and 


_ Clothing store from Mrs. James T. Noonan of 


Academy Street, a daughter of James yi 
Owens. 


Zabian said yesterday that he will run a 
men’s clothing store in the present location of 


~ J.T. Owens, in the northerly wing of the build- 


ing. He said that the business, which will oper- 
ate under a new name, will increase the 


= am a 


a 


ORB ys 


block, store 


inventory and selections of clothing for 
store’s clientele. 

He also will supervise the rental of spac 
the two-story building, which is constru 
from Lee marble. Present tenants include 
Lawrence V. Toole Insurance Agency 
Toole Real Estate Agency, the local offic 
the Penny Saver, Raynor’s Bearing and { 
plies, Scottie’s Barber Shop, and the offic, 
attorney Henry M. Donahoe. 

Owens founded his clothing store in 190: 
the present site of Henry’s Electrical Servic 
252 Main St. He moved it to its present loca! 
when he built the Park Building 10 years la 
After Owens died in 1954, the business was 
by his daughters, Mrs. Noonan and M 


George Holmes. Mrs. Noonan and her husba’ ~ 


James T. Noonan, purchased Mrs. Holm 
Share of the business and building in 1974. N 
Noonan, who had been associated with J. 
Owens since 1938, died May 27. 
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“Avice Meehan 
3 srkshi ’s observance of the Inter- 
art of Berkshire County om) Bae 
Se : Vaan Vea Searles of Richmond. She hee ch he 
ae ate a Ceile Zink of Windsor, left, are helping to orga 
€ ’ . . : t 
oninade teddy bears to children in area hospitals 


isfield, Toby Jensky; New Ma 
aud traudetie Callaha 
Stockbridge, Rosema 
Schneyer; Great Barringte 
Doreen Atwood; Alford, Ju 
Kinna, and Mount Washingt 
C. Wright. 

aan Pittsfield, Hazel Burlew 
a Lair Bear in Ward 1 and SI 
ron Kehl in Ward 2. 


tte Tedford; Windsor, 
— The charter mem- ton, Charlo 1 4 
Beale County’s chap- Ceile Zink; a ee 

: f the Good Bears of the Dam, Peru, be sally 
World met at the Community ae iy Se 
Center yesterday morning to be- Poland, pee Sion oe 
gin distributing ae ate ast ; here TE 
i materials for teday ! , ae 
peas a ee a a “he Barbara Gauthier; 
ie Laie 3 — Otis, Margaret Etzel; Sand- 
Come the fall, we will really 
be going great guns,” said Mary 
England of Lenox. Bear Lairs 
have been organized in more 
than half the towns in Berkshire 
County, she said. 


“Miss England said the Berk: 
cone County Isa Neignborhood 
Committee is seeking ae 
nylon for stuffing the aa ek 
willing volunteers. She sai oO 
or three bears can be ma ro 
from a single yard of fabric. 4 ae : 
Good Bears of the World, 

which has its headquarter a 
Switzerland, was founded a 

by James T. Ownby of Honolu Y 
Hawaii, for the thee a a 
of comforting children in hosp | 
tals and other institutions. bis 


The first group to become ac- * 
tive in making bears In cod ead 
county was organized last fall a’ 4 ‘e 
the Sweetbrook Nursing Home : 
in Williamstown. sin 
Salty towns that have ou Aye 
Bears, and the women who wi | tt 
be coordinating the project oi 
Lanesboro, Leila Gleason, Dal- 
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_ LEE MODERATOR Henry M. Donahoe, at a lec- 
tern on stage, clarifies point of order at Lee town meet- 
ing. At table in foreground are, from left to right, 


Selectman Lena D. Bettega, Selectmen Chairman Wil- 


34-hour annual meeting in Lee 


approves budget that is up 7% 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Representative town meeting 
voters last night took 3% hours to ap- 
prove a $4,259,006 budget for fiscal 1979. 

The budget is $286,375, or about 7 per- 
cent, higher than last year’s $3,972,631. 

Moderator Henry M. Donahoe, who has 
been in office for the past 12 years, led 
the 50 district representatives who at- 
tended through a town meeting for the 
last time. He had announced early this 
spring he is not seeking re-election. 
District representatives stood at the end 
i the meeting and gave Donahoe an ova- 
ion. 

The representatives gave two-thirds 
Majority approval to all budget items 
that exceeded the 4 percent tax cap.’ 

Two of the 32 warrant items were de- 
feated. Voters turned down a request by 
the East Lee Civic Association that the 
former East Lee School be made avail- 
able to interested groups for meetings 
and social gatherings. Tabled were a sub- 
sequent article asking $1,500 for mainte- 
nance of the former school building and 
another article that would have author- 
ized sale of the structure, 

_A request for $10,000 to complete the 
first phase of a Communications Study 
Proposal — which would consolidate 
Shae spate: equipment at the 
witcndoard into a single console — 
i defeated. nig ji oe Ha 

argest single item on the w 
School Department’s $2,538.308 | pag 
Was oe 48-2, ae not before the is- 
crossing guards t 
ptt, g gu urned into a hot 
School budget is $130,027 
percent, higher than last year’s. oe 
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District 1 Representative He 
Greiner, a School Committee Said 
called upon to answer a question by Dis- 


trict 5 Representative William B. Navin 
about teachers’ aides, told the meeting 
that no funds had been budgeted by any 
town departments for crossing guards. 

The salary for the Central School’s two 
crossing guards traditionally has been in- 
cluded in the Police Department budget. 
But the Selectmen had urged the transfer 
of the crossing guards’ salaries to the 
School Department budget, so that the 
town could avoid the payment of 
unemployment compensation to crossing 
guards during the summer months, when 
schools are closed. 

“T’d like to clarify one thing,” said 
Greiner. ‘There’s no place in our budget 
for crossing guards.” A letter had been 
sent to the School Committee by the Se- 
lectmen requesting the shift, but, Greiner 
said, ‘we never had a meeting with the 
Selectmen to accept.” 

Selectmen Chairman William M. Mur- 
phy admitted “there must be some mis- 
understanding. 

“Tt was our understanding the School 
Committee would take over, simply be- 
cause it could save the the town X 
amount of dollars in unemployment pay- 
ments,” Murphy said. 


An increase in the hours of the Assess- 

ors’ clerk and a $5,200 hike in the clerk’s 
salary also aroused discussion. 
* “We've gotten to the point where we 
can’t handle it,” said Assessor Chairman 
William F. Derrick, explaining the rea- 
son for an increase in the clerk’s hours 
and salary. “We're beyond our capabili- 
ties on handling paperwork.” 

Town Clerk John J. Nagle, who is also 
an assessor, said the business for the As- 
sessors’ office had increased so much 
that he was forced to spend time per- 
forming Assessors’ work while on duty as 
town clerk. 

“They come into the office and say 
‘Are you an assessor?’ ” he said. “You 
can’t say to them, ‘come back Wednes- 
day night’ (when the Assessors meet).” 


Town Collector Janice G. Smith said \ 


one reason for the increase in work for 
the Assessors was that the town collec- 
tor’s office had granted abatements in 
the past, but was no longer doing so. 
District representatives raised few ob- 
jections to either the Department of Pub- 
lic Works’ operating budget of $478,167, 


or the $161,409 in special articles pro- - 


posed by the DPW. Both the budget and 


all DPW special articles were passed 
«@nanimously.____ 
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liam M. Murphy and Town Counsel James P. Dohoney. 
Fifty of 54 district representatives attended annual 
town meeting last night. 


William B. Navin © 
‘Not without rosary beads’ 


“The water rates were supposed to be 
restructured to cut out surplus,” he said. 
“Tt looks a little too much like a buildup 
of slush.” 

DPW Board Chairman David W. 
Parker responded that while the Water 
Department had cut rates 40 percent this 
past year, “that was as far as we dared 
(go), for fear of running into the red. We 
anticipate that by July 1 there should be 
a surplus.” 


* * * * 


Navin stirred up representatives with a 
criticism of Main Street’s heavy traffic 
and the Police Department. 

“The only place you can cross Main 
Street is in front of the Town Hall,” he 
said. “And then you’ve got to have rosary 
beads in your hand. Cars are doing 45 or 
50 (mph) on East Street. Where is the ra- 
dar the town purchased? Behind Town 
Hall somewhere?’ Why isn’t the Police 
Department doing its job in this town?” 

Murphy and District 5 Representative 
Marguerite M. Tristany rose to the de- * 
fense of the police. 

Murphy said that the town couldn’t 
“oon a_eon in the““<éall the time to 
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LEE — The long-stalled Washington 
Mountain Brook Watershed project got a 
small shove forward Monday as the Se- 
lectmen signed a supplemental agree- 
ment to the original plan for the project. 

‘The supplemental agreement will be 
sent by registered mail to each of the 
other project sponsors — the Berkshire 
Conservation District, the state Depart- 
ment of Environmental Quality Engineer- 
ing, the state Water Resources 
Commission and the federal Soil Conser- 
vation Service (SCS). 

All of the project sponsors with the ex- 
ception of the Water Resources Commis- 
sion have indicated their support for the 
supplemental agreement to the project, 
the Selectmen said. The board said it 


hoped the Water Resources Commission 


would initial the agreement at its Aug. 13 
meeting, thus allowing the project to go 
forward. 

The Water Resources Commission last 
September suspended its review of an en- 
vironmental impact statement for the 
project, pending further studies of 
groundwater alternatives to the project 
in the Woods Pond area. Preliminary 
findings this spring indicated the exist- 
ence of a large enough supply of 
groundwater — 1.2 million gallons daily 
— to qualify the acquifer as a possible 
municipal water supply alternative to the 
Washington Mountain Brook project. 

Local officials, however, say that the 
Washington Mountain Brook project is 
preferable as a source of water because 
of questions about the quality of 
groundwater near Woods Pond and the 
possibility of infiltration of Housatonic 
River water into the groundwater acqui- 
fer. 

The Selectmen had hoped the Water 
Resources Commission would take some 
action on the project, which has been in 
construction for the past 18 years, at its 
June meeting. The Water Resources 
Commission, however, said it wanted to 
review A U.S. Geological Service (USGS) 
report on tests of the Woods Pond acqui- 
fer. 

Selectmen Chairman Lena D. Bettega 
Monday said she ‘hoped the Water Re- 
sources Commission at its Aug. 13 meet- 
ing would decide to “go forward with the 
project or say the heck with it.”’ 

Mrs. Bettega said the supplemental 
agreement was the result of many con- 
ferences between the various sponsors 
and much work by the federal SCS, which 
designed the project. Philip Christensen 
of the SCS told local officials that the SCS 


‘Lee moves on watershed plan 


didn’t “know what more it could do” re- 
garding the project, Mrs. Bettega said. 

The supplemental agreement has to be 
signed by all project sponsors, including 
the Water Resources Commission, to be- 
come effective. 


Because the town of Lee has asked that 
water supply benefits of the proposed 
three-lake project be given more empha- 
sis than in the original plan, the supple- 
mental agreement spells out proposed 
changes in the plan and gives new break- 
downs on costs for the different sponsors. 


Under the supplemental agreement, the 
town of Lee would receive 2.45 million 
gallons of water daily from the project — 
1.57 million gallons daily from the pro- 
posed Schoolhouse Lake and .88 million 
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John S. Egan 
INITIALING new supplemental agreement on the Washington Moun- 
tain Brook Watershed project for the town of Lee is Selectmen Chairman 
Lena D. Bettega. Selectman John E. DeVarennes is at left. 


gallons daily from October Mountain 
Lake. 

The one lake in the project which has 
been constructe; — Washington Moun- 
tain Lake — would not be used for munic- 
ipal water supply. Its use would be for 
flood control and recreation. 


The total estimated cost of the project 
is now $4.2 million, under the supplemen- | 
tal agreement. The town of Lee’s share | 


would be $1.2 million, which would pay 
for the purchase of water supply benefits 
from Schoolhouse Lake and the construc- 
tion of a pipeline from Schoolhouse and 
October Mountain lakes down to the 
town’s reservoir. 

The federal sponsor’s share would be 
$1.921 million and the state’s share 
is$1.039 million. 


} 
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LEE LIBR ARIAN Elizabeth Dennis holds Tri-Town Rotary Club’s distinguished 
community service award, which was presented to her yesterday. Others, left to 
right, are Tri-Town Rotary President Edward J. Cristiano, Rotarian Martin I. Ka- 


gan and Florence S. Consolati. 


Rotarians honor librarian 


LEE — Seventy one persons turned out yes- 
terday at the East Lee Steak House, where Lee 
Librarian Elizabeth Dennis received the Tri- 
Town Rotary Club’s award for distinguished 
community service. 

Florence A. Consolati, author of the town’s 
bicentennial book, “‘See All the People,” and a 
close personal friend of Miss Dennis, presented 
| the award. 
| Rotary guests included Lee Selectmen Lena 
| D. Bettega and William M. Murphy and Lenox 
Selectman and County Commissioner John J. 
Pignatelli. 

Tri-Town Rotary President Edward J. Cris- 
tiano conveyed messages from officials who 
were unable to attend the luncheon. 


Robert G. Newman, head librarian at the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, stated in a letter that 
“Betty is one of the outstanding librarians in 
Massachusetts and her fine work is known out- 
side the community.” 


Miss Dennis has been associated with the Lee 

Library since 1935 and has been librarian for 

, the past 37 years. Last November, she was hon- 

\ored by the town by the dedication to her of the 
children’s room in the new library addition. 

Mrs. Consolati spoke of Miss Dennis’ efforts 

0 increase circulation each year, and the crea- 


tion of a children’s room in the basement of the 
old library, the children’s story hour and spon- 
sorship of puppet shows. 

“Her main interest has been for the good of 
the children,’ Mrs. Consolati said. ‘‘The kids 
love it (the library). They come to it as though 
it were home, and there aren’t many places 
you can say that about these days — where 
children are completely welcome and want to 
go.” 

Miss Dennis also “‘got into community affairs 
with all her heart,” taking an active role over 
the years in St. George’s Episcopal Church and 
the Girl Scouts, Mrs. Consolati said. 

Miss Dennis responded to Mrs. Consolati’s re- 
marks by praising members of her library staff 
for their hard work. She credited members of 
the Library Association and town officials, par- 
ticularly Department of Public Works Superin- 
tendent J. Peter Scolforo, for playing crucial 
parts in the town’s acquisition of the new 
$271,000 grant-funded library wing. 

“We wouldn’t have this addition is Pete 
hadn’t seen the EDA (Economic Development 


Administration) grant and gone after it and | 


gotten it for the town,” she said. 
Cristiano said the Rotary award was given 


“fn recognition of a lifetime of service above © 


self.” 


a 


16—The Berkshire Eagle, Friday, July 13, 1979 


Graham gets doctorate 


Gerard Graham, son of Mrs. 
Nicholas F. Graham of 449 
Maple St., Lee, and the late Mr. 
Graham, has earned a doctor of 


Secretary is hired 
for new CDC office 


NORTH ADAMS — The Com- 
munity Development Corp. Mon- 
day hired Jane R. McLaren of 27 
Columbia St., Adams, as secre- 
tary for the organization’s new 
office at 69% Main St. 

Miss McLaren, a graduate of 
Westbrook College in Portland, 
Maine, will earn $7,000 per year 
and begin work July 30, accord- 
ing to Executive Director 
George A. Ciccone. 


dental surgery degree cum 
laude from Loyola University 
Srila of Dentistry in Maywood, 


Dr. Graham will do one year 
of general practice in residence 
at Mt. Sinai Hospital in Hart- 
ford, Conn., before entering pri- 
vate practice. 

A 1971 graduate of Lee High 
School, Dr. Graham received a 
bachelor of arts degree magna 
cum laude in biology from St. 
Anslem’s College in Manche.ter, , 
N.H., in 1975. 

Dr. Graham is a member of © 
the Psi Omega dental fraternity 
and the St. Apollonia Guild, a re- 
ligious-oriented service 
with chapters in Catholic dental 
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; Lee seeks $615,000 for do 


_ HUD official advises broad community support 


By John S. Egan 
LEE — The town of Lee yes- 
terday completed an application 
for a $615,000 U.S Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment block grant. 


the closing of any additional 
businesses in the downtown area 
and the attraction of new ones, 
A third goal is the providing of 


“incentives for the rehabilitation 


of interior and exterior of those 


The grant, if awarded, would buildings that are deteriorating 


serve as the backbone of a pro- 
posed $1.5 million downtown re- 
Vitalization project. 

Members of the Citizen Advi- 
sory Committee on downtown 
Lee yesterday afternoon re- 
leased copies of the grant appli- 
cation after a meeting with John 
Bradshaw, assistant secretary 
of the Executive Office of Com- 
munities and Development, at 
the Lee Library. 

The application, which was 
prepared by Berkshire County 
grantsman Philip L. Dumouchel, 
was to be mailed to the Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment in order to meet an 
Oct. 1 deadline. 

Bradshaw, in a review of ur- 
ban revitalization efforts across 
the state, told local officials not 
to “hang your hat” on one grant 
application. He urged the meet- 
ing attendants to seek funding 
for revitalization through as 
many state and federal pro- 
grams as possible. 

The proposed $1.5 million re- 
vitalization project is aimed at 
Main Street between the town 
park and the Sorrentino Block, 
where Joe’s Diner and other 
businesses are located. It is con- 
tingent upon receipt of $615,000 
in P iden funds from HUD. The 
balance of funds would come 
from the private sector. 

The grant application lists six 
major goals. The first goal is the 
enhancement of “the aesthetic 
appeal of the town to prospec- 
tive businesses and the large 
number of tourists ‘who pass 
through town without shopping.” 
Another goal is the prevention of 


on 


and are vacant.” 

Other goals include the preser- 
vation of the downtown’s his- 
toric nature, the creation of 100 
additional jobs and the consoli- 
dation of existing parking areas. 

Proposed activities, under the 
tentative project, include $30,000 


Lee steeple 


in changes to the sidewalks 
along Main Street. This would 
involve curb cuts for the handi- 
capped and the installation of 
trees, flower boxes and historic 
markers. 

Another activity, a. $515,000 
building exterior improvement 
program, would apply $150,000 
in federal funds to the improve- 
ment of building facades. This 
would be matched by $290,000 in 
private funds and a proposed 
$75,000 grant from the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Commission. 


fund drive 


surpasses $27,000 goal 


LEE — The Steeple People 
Committee-has topped its goal of 
raising $27,000 for the First Con- 
gregational Church steeple res- 
toration project. 

The committee raised a total 

of $28,700, according to Joseph 
M. Toole, one of the committee 
chairmen. 
. The total was announced yes- 
terday at the Cork N Hearth res- 
taurant at a dutch-treat dinner 
attended by Dorothy B. Perkins, 
Daniel Sullivan, the other com- 
mittee chairmen, the Rev. Wal- 
ter S. Ryan, pastor of the First 
Congregational Church, and 
other committee members. 

The Massachusetts Historical 
Commission is Supplying a 
$27,000 matching grant for the 
steeple-renovation project. 

Toole noted that the non-deno- 
minational committee had man- 


aged to raise the funds in less 
than four months. 

The committee's sale of raffle 
tickets on a 1937 Buick raised 
$3,115 in contributions, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Perkins. The au- 
tomobile was donated by Miss 
Mira K. Parsons of Lenox. 

Other proceeds came from do- 
nations from local industry, pro- 
fessionals and from residents of 
Lee and surrounding communi- 
ties. 

Contractor Francis W. Allard 
for the past month has been at 
work on the steeple restoration. 

The repair job involves the 
stripping of paint from the 195- 
foot steeple’s exterior sheathing, 
the replacement of all rotten 
pieces and the anchoring of all 
loose pieces of wood with 
screws. All sections of horizontal 
tin-plate flashing are being re- 
placed with stainless steel flash- 
ing. Priming and repainting will 
follow. 


Under a $490,000 building re- 
habilitation program, _ partial 
grants would be made to owners 
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for the rehabilitation of vacant [ame 
or ‘‘inappropriately utilized — 


space” including housing units. 
No grants would be made unless 
the owner agreed to correct any 
code violations. 


Parking areas 


The consolidation of several 
privately owned parking areas 
located to the west of Main 
Street into one parking areas is 
estimated to cost $320,000. A 
$24,000 comprehensive commu- 


nity development plan is another =~ 


part of the proposed revitaliza- 
tion project. 

Bradshaw told local officials 
that a demonstration of wide 
community support and local fi- 
nancial backing was a prerequi- 
site for approval of the grant 
application. 

“It’s important to have 
across-the-board _ participation 
for any revitalization project,” 
he said. ‘What is also becoming 
a very important factor is lever- 
aged financing, which means 
your ability to spend public 
money and also get private par- 
ticipation.” 

Bradshaw said that, in con- 
trast to many larger Massachu- 
setts cities and towns, Lee 
seems to have preserved much 
of its downtown. 

“You have for the most part a 
very intact downtown,” he said. 
“A lot of cities have a gap-tooth 
business area, with vacant lots 
or parking lots between build- 
ings. You still have a tied to- 
gether downtown area. Also you 
don’t have a lot of signage or a 
plastics problem.” 
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Bradshaw cautioned local offi- 
cials about being overly optimis- 
tic on the grant application. The 
town of Newburyport, with a 
population of about 16,000, has 
received more than $53 million 
in federal revitalization funds 
over the past decade, he said. 
There are now fewer federal 
funds to disperse and more com- 
petition for the funds, he said. 

“You've got to stand up and 
shout,” he advised local offi- 


\ cials. “That's how Newburvport 


town reha 
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John S. Egan 
URBAN REVITALIZATION is discussed by 
John F. Bradshaw, assistant secretary of the Executive 
Office of Communities and Development, standing, at a 
meeting with Lee officials at the Lee Library yes- 
terday. At left is Marilyn K. Sullivan, a member of the 
Citizen Advisory Committee on Downtown Lee. 


got it. They had a mayor who 
would stand up and shout.” 

John J. Pignatelli, a Berkshire 
County commissioner and Lenox 
selectman, urged Bradshaw to 
do what he could to help Lee's 
application for funds. 

“Tt would be great for the en- 
tire county if Lee were success- 
ful,” he said. “I think you need 
to throw some chips around 
from time to time. I think they 
need a shot in the arm, like we 
all do from time to time.” 


Adults go back to high school 
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Continued from Page 1 


’ Dalton, retired principal of the former 


Dalton High School. Franklin remembers 
a Seal eate student at Dalton in 1959, 
a married father of two children in his 
late 20s or early 30s who “wanted to be- 
come an engineer and needed to brush up 
on his math.” E 

His name was Joseph Drouin and he 
went to classes in the mornings when 
Dalton High was on double sessions. He 
worked as a guard at the Crane & Co. 
mills at night. ’ 

“He a wonderful fellow,” Franklin 
said, “and terrific with the kids. In fact, 
teachers appreciated him because he 
seemed to serve as a role model for the 
regular students.”’ ‘ 

Discipline was not a problem in classes 
Drouin attended, Franklin recalled. “I 
think the younger students learned some- 
thing about incentive from him.” _ 

In his years as a principal, Franklin re- 
members only one or two adults enrolle i 


‘ 


in senior high school classes. “But I know 
we liked to have them,” he said. “They 
can contibute to a tremendous learning 
environment.” : 

Lucy echoes the sentiment. Mrs. 
Daley’s presence “had a tremendous ef- 
fect on the other students,” he said. 
“They would look around and say that 
education must mean something more 
than a 40 cent lunch.” 


£58" Sele 8 


Margaret Daley was Margaret Ford 
when she left Lee High as a junior in 1960 
to get married — at the age of 15, “But 
as I got a little older, I felt how impor- 
tant an education would be,” she said. 
She wanted a diploma in order to enroll 
in a practical nursing course. 

So, in the summer of 1972, she asked 
Lucy about an equivalency certificate. 
“He said, ‘Come and see me in the fall, 
and on opening day he put me into a 
class.”” : 

The surroundings were strange at first, 


but “within a few weeks, everything was 
eat,” she said. 

oo qualify for a diploma, she was as- 
signed a demanding schedule of seven ac- 
ademic courses, the maximum possible. 
Her teachers made no exceptions for her. 
“T had to do my homework, which my 8th 
grader helped me with,” she remem- 
bered. 

At the end of the year, she and her hus- 
band, Nelson, went to the senior prom, 
and then, at graduation, she received 
that standing ovation. Her only regret, 
she said in jest, was her failure to win 
the Betty Crocker homemaking award. 

“Tt killed me,” she laughed. ‘‘Here I’d 
been a homemaker for 12 years and 
someone else got higher marks.”’ ° 

Mrs. Daley, now a venerable 34, is 
thinking of returning to school again, this 
time to become a registered nurse. She is 
a licensed practical nurse in the pediatric 
section at Berkshire Medical Center in 
Pittsfield. Or, as she put it, “I’m still 
with the kids.” 
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| EXHIBIT of arts and crafts by students in the Lee 
| Public School system’s summer school is on display in 


~tta~ eaam at tha Toa Tihrarv The ev- 


ok 


school 


hibit runs to Friday, when the four-week summer 


ends. 
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‘Christian academy’ is planned in Lee 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Berkshire Hills Bap- 
tist Church on Pleasant Street is 
opening a “Christian academy” 
for students in Grades K-3 this 
fall. 
| While there are many Catholic 
schools in the Berkshires, the 
Berkshire Hills Baptist Church 
Christian Academy is only the 
\third ‘‘alternative” school cur- 
rently operated by a Protestant 
church in the county. The other 
‘two are the Howard M. Starratt 
Memorial Christian School in 
Cheshire and the Stevens Chris- 
tian Schools in Lenox. 


The school, which will be lo- 
cated in the basement of the | 
church, will handle a maximum | 
of 40 students. It is scheduled to | 


open Sept. 6. 
“Tt’s been our burden to have 


a ministry in Christian educa- — 


tion for the past six or seven 
years,’”’ said the Rev. A. 
‘Douglas Ferry, pastor of the 
‘Berkshire Hills Baptist Church, 
explaining that the new school is 
the result of long discussions 
and much planning. 

: 


Two years ago, the 70-member 
congregation of the church con- 
sidered opening a school but re- 
jected its proposed curriculum. 
Congregation members and the 
deacons recently came to a con- 
sensus on another one. Titled, 
“A Beka Book Curriculum,” the 
series of courses was developed 
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complaint that the 


ior Center by the 
School Key Club, 


served for a 24-hour 
Selectman John 


The Key Club, which last year Club.” 
held a be dance marathon 
at the Senior Center, is again men accepted a ‘ 
seeking to use the town-owned Quality Printing Gaetan 
facility for the fund-raising ac. for the contract 
tivity, Pamela Gore of Fairview Copies of the 1980 to 
Street, told the Selectmen. 

Miss Gore said, however, that North Ss 
members of the Key Club had Mitted a bid of $5,179. John J 

McDonald of Greylock Street re. 
meeting room couldn’t be re- Viewed the two bid applications 
and recommended the low bid- 


peen told the center’s large 


period. 


by the Pensacola Christian 
Schools. It is in use by 3,500 
Christian schools, Mr. Ferry 
said. 

Extremely traditional in its 
proposed teaching methods, the 
curriculum emphasizes instruc- 
tion of reading and phonics in 
Kindergarten, and reading, pen- 


a Senior Cen 
Council on — Selectmen 


Lee High the Selectmen would 


use of th 


In another matter, 


Springfield Printing 
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manship, arithmetic, and writ- 
ing in the early grades. 

It is being reviewed now. by 
Maurice J. Boulanger, superin- 
tendent of the Lee-Otis-Tyr- 
ingham Superintendency Union. 

Church officials declined to 
comment on whether the school 
was being started because of 


‘Lee board to probe “yz, 


restrictions on center 


LEE — The Selectmen last plain 
night promised to investigate a Senior Conese Scheduling the 


Heing is blocking use of the Sen- Bettega assured Mise Gen that 


“Took into 


€ room by the Key 


the Select- 


0. of Pittsfield 
to print 2,400 


of 


Corp. 
sub- 


singles 
Toda 
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dissatisfaction with the educa- 
tion being offered in public 
schools. 


‘Well balanced program’ 


“We're not here to knock any- 
body,” said Aldo Pascucci, a 
deacon. Pascucci, deacons Ro- 
land Besaw and John Perry, and 
James Betters, form the 
church’s School Board. “‘We feel 


| we have a well-balanced pro- 


gram. We offer education, dis- , 
cipline and everything.” 

“We're presenting this school 
as an alternative to what the 
public schools cannot offer, be- 
cause of regulations,” said Mr. 
Ferry. ‘‘There will be discipline. 
Students will be students, teach- 


ers will be teachers, and the or- 
| der will not be revised.” 
The tuition for the school is 


/ $600 per student. A family rate 


specifies a $300 charge for a sec- 
ond child and $250 for each addi- 
tional child. 

Two teachers will instruct the 
four grades during the first 
year. There will be two grades 
in each classroom. Theresa 
Ferry, the pastor’s wife, will 
teach kindergarten and ist 
grade. The other teacher has not 
yet been named. 

Half-hour of devotions» ~— __ 

The school day will be from 8- 
a.m. to noon for kindergarten 
and from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. for 
, a so Wen 
yoeq pjay a10ds ay} Jo ysed poos 
-BAIQSUOD SIOW Sem ‘d}INS ,,Pal 
-e.1g Jo uoryejardsaqut siy uy ‘A. 


Mm eM ns ee 


ae 


00} sem Surpeas oy} Ysnoy} uF 
duly ay) 0} Arequourt[dwioo AT 
Azan ‘Ajaaoy AraA Se “UOS[sPA 
Ip sb ,,‘auNeJ UN,P IPIW-Saidy 

* * * 7 


qoe prey & SI Ula}suJog 10j ‘3s. 
Jey) 30R] au) Sem WeIso1d ay) 
-[a] BuaNpuod OM} ay} OJ ade 


a a 


-un se sojos AueW dy) Ul pur 
-10 dy} Ul UoTjoajied wey} ssey 
ul 2ouewoled P sea.1r ‘Ainea: 


Om pete 


LP _ > tet et eD 


NEW PRODUCTS announced by Chemex Corp. of Pittsfield include an auto- 
matic coffee maker, at left, that uses the company’s unique coffee pot, and a coffee { 
cup, above right, and cream-and-sugar set, below right, that duplicate the pot’s 

hourglass shape. 


Chemex introduces three products 


09 ttt tat RS DS ta 


Chemex Corp. has added an 
automatic coffee maker, a 
cream-and-sugar set and a cof- 
fee mug to its line of gourmet 
coffee products, the company 
has announced. 

The Pittsfield firm said that 


for a moment to permit the  Ferrelli, then special products 
grounds to “bloom,” then re- business manager for Mead 
sume water flow. Corp.’s specialty paper division 

The wetting cycle improves in South Lee, was asked by 
the taste substantially, the com- Mead to study whether Mead 
pany said. And a heating plate should accept an offer, made by 
built into the coffee maker’s the British conglomerate that 


its new coffee maker uses the 
Chemex glass coffee pot, whose 
modern design won it a place in 
the exhibits of the Museum of 
Modern Art in New York City. 

Both the cream-and-sugar set 
and the coffee mug use the pot’s 
hourglass design, the company 
said. 

The coffee maker, which has a 
list price of $52.95, heats water, 
then permits it to drip through eight ounces. 
coffee grounds in a filter in the The company was founded in 
top of the pot. The company said 1941 and came to Pittsfield in 
the coffee maker is designed to 1972, when it was purchased by | 
wet the grounds, stop water flow Marc A. Ferrelli of Lee. 


base keeps it warm until serv- owned Chemex, to buy it. Mead 
ing. for some time had manufac- 

The cream-and-sugar set, tured paper coffee filters for the 
which carries a list price of Chemex pots. 


$24.95, consists of two servers, Moag subsequently decide : 


one stacked on the top of the 
other. The two pieces are sepa- sie, Att Ferrelli, ‘bh 


rated when in use, then stacked 
for storage. 

The glazed stoneware coffe 
mug, which costs $4.95, holds 


Ff )- Ke 
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| Lee board seeking 


s! 


| planning grant 


a] 
\ 
LEE — The Selectmen signed cation was turned down. 
ja preapplication Monday for a Under the proposed planning 
} $19,500 Farmers Home Adminis- grant, the downtown will be ana- 
' tration planning grant to help lyzed and a plan developed for 
develop a revitalization program Overcoming problems created 
for the downtown. by the under-use and physical 
The town is competing with deterioration of buildings in the 
other towns across the state for area. 
a portion of $50,000 in funds that The project would total 
are available for planning $30,493, including the FHA 
grants,. Philip L. Dumochel, $19,500 grant, and funds or in- 
Berkshire County granitsman, kind services from other 
said. \ sources. A Comprehensive Em- 
“J would not be too optidnistic, ployment Training Act (CETA) 
since there is only $50,000 avail- worker would be used to collect 
able for the whole state, but I data, according to the grant pro- 
felt it would be worth atry since posal, 
we had most of the program al-’ The project would involve a 
ready on paper,” he said. town housing survey, in conjunc- 
The application contains tion with the Lee Housing Au- 
| “pasically the Same” informa- thority and building inspector, a 
_* tion as an application drawn up study of traffic flow through 
‘ last year, when the town tried to town, an inventory of parking 
land a $615,000 Department of spaces, an analysis of existing 
Housing and Urban Devel- ‘“‘streetscaping” and devel. 
opment block grant. That appli- opment of recommendations. 
Francis D. Foley Jr. of Pease 
9 99 Terrace told the Selectmen the 
Reena) town would have a much better 
basis for applying for large 
block grants if it is successful in 
| obtaining the planning grant and 
\ | implementing the project, 
: | “After we get through with 
this, we'd have much better sta- 
tistics,” he said. ; 
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We Joseph Puleri 
School Committee 


. LEE — A three-way race for a 


single Selectman’s seat will ye 


‘highlight voting Monday as resi- 
(dents pick 10 town officers and 
;20 town meeting representa- 
tives. 

'. In addition to the Selectman’s 
\Tace, there are contests for the 
School Committee, the Board of 
| Assessors and four constables’ 
|. positions. 
jt The polls will be open from 7 
) ‘a.m. to 8 p.m. at the Senior Cen- 
\‘oter on Railroad Street. 
| The stage for the three-way 
)Selectmen’s seat was set early 
+this spring when former Select- 
,~» man Joseph J, Castronova threw 
his hat into the ring for the 
» Democratic nomination for the 
| Position, which is now held by 
| Selectmen Chairman William M. 
‘Murphy. Daniel R. Sullivan sub- 
sequently announced he would 
Ae for the seat as an independ- 
‘ent. 
, — Murphy defeated Castronov 
| -242-221 for the Democratic nomi- 
) Mation at that party’s March 
, ‘caucus. In April, however, Cast- 
| Tonova took out papers to run as 
| an independent, assuring a 
three-way contest. 
r The Democratic and Republi- 
“4 Can caucuses also yielded the 
| three other contests. Democratic 
) ‘incumbents John H. Dolan and 
| Joseph F. Puleri will be running 

for two School Committee seats 


| 
\ 


against Republican nominee’ 


‘Mary Ellen McDonald of 95 
Greylock St. Mrs. McDonald’s 
‘husband, John J. McDonald, is 


Tunning as a Republican against - 


Democratic incumbent John E. 
‘Loring for Assessor. Ney 

__ In the race for four available 
Constable’s positions, ‘ Richard 
‘Hommes of Pleasant Street is 


Joseph J. Castroneva 
Selectman 


Mary Ellen McDonald — 
School Committee 


acting as chairman for the past 


ar, 

Murphy, 53, a 27-year resident 
of Lee, is employed at the 
Schweitzer Division of the Kim- 
berly-Clark Corp. A New York 
City native, he has been treas- 
urer and auditor of the SPINC 
credit union. 

Murphy is a member of the 
executive committee of the 
Berkshire County Selectmen’s 
Association, and has served on 
the advisory baord for the 
county budget. He is general 
chairman of the union-manage- 
ment retirees party for the 
Schweitzer mills here, and has 
served as president, vice presi- 
dent, treasurer and auditor of 
Local 78 of the International Pa- 
permakers Union. A past grand 
knight of the Knights of Colum- 
bus Council 314, he is a member 
of St. Mary’s Church choir and a 
member of the Board of Gover- 
nors of the Berkshire County 
Irish Association. 

He and his wife, Dorothy, live 
on Summer Street. They have 
four children. 

Joseph J. Castronova is 
making a bid for a second three- 
year term on the Board of Se- 
lectmen. Castronova, 42, stepped 
down from the board last year. 

A life-long resident of Lee, he 
teaches welding at Taconic High 
School. He formerly worked as a 
welder-at the Schweitzer Divi- 
sion of the Kimberly-Clark Corp. 
and was vice president of Local 
78 there. 

He and his wife, Dorothy, re- 
side on Bradley Street and have 
three children. ; 

Daniel R. Sullivan is also an 
independent candidate for a se- 
lectman’s seat. Sullivan, 41, is a 


Daniel R. Sullivan 
Selectman 


John McDonald 
Assessor 


Electric’s ordnance systems di- 
vision, Dolan is a retired Navy 
lieutenant commander. 

During his term on the School 
Committee, Dolan has been a 
member of the budget subcom- 
mittee. He is a member of the 
administrative and finance com- 
mittees of St. Mary’s Church 
and is a lector and special min- 
ister of the eucharist. 

He is a member of the Tri- 
State Alpine Racing Committee 
and president of the Lee Library 
Association. A native of Hing- 
ham, he and his wife, Jean 
Marie, have three children. 

Joseph F’. Puleri is running as 
a Democrat for a second three- 
year term on the School Com- 
mittee. Puleri, 45, is a litho- 
grapher at Eaton Paper Co. and 
president: of United Paperma- 
kers and Paperworkers Local 
822 


A 1951 graduate of Lee High 
School, he is a U.S. Army vet- 
eran and past president of the 
Lee Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
He and his wife, Raffaela, live 
on Debra Avenue and have three 
children. 

Mary Ellen McDonald is the 
Republican nominee for one of 
two available seats on the 
School Committee. A substitute 
teacher at Lee Central School 
and Lee High School, Mrs. 
McDonald is a native of Sioux 
City, Iowa. N 

She and her husband, John J. 
McDonald, and their four chil- 
dren have lived in Lee for the 
past six years. A graduate of 
Rosemont College in Pennsylva- 
nia, Mrs. McDonald has been a 
member of the Lee Visiting 
Nurse Association board of di- 


x 


John Dolan 
School Committee 


John Loring 
Assessor. 


. 3 seek Lee Selectman’s seat 


rectors for two years and was 
director of the 1978 VNA Health 
Fair. She is a member of the 
Lee Library Book Acquisition 
Committee. 

Mrs. McDonald has taught 
Confraternity of Christian Doc- 
trine (CCD) classes for four 
years. 


Assessor 
(Elect 1, 3 years) 


John E. Loring is seeking his 
fourth three-year term on the 
Board of Assessors. Loring, 53, 
of 195 Prospect St., is a labora- 
tory technician for the Mead 
Corp. He is vice president and 
member of the board of direc- 
tors of the Hurlbut Federal Cre- 
dit Union. 

A Lee native and Lee High 
School graduate, he is a World 
War II veteran. He is a member 
of the Massachusetts Assessors 
Association. A licensed real es- 
tate salesman, he served as 
chairman of the Lee Board of 
Assessors for six years. He is in 
charge of the town’s reserve po- 
lice officers and is a director of 
the Blue Knights. 

He is married. to the former 
Dolores Browne of Long Island, 
N.Y. The couple have six chil- 
dren. 


John J. McDonald is the Re-: 


publican nominee for a seat on 
the Board of Assessors. A native 
of Manhasset, N.Y., McDonald 
and his wife, Mary Ellen, have 
lived in Lee for six years. He is 
chairman of the Republican 
Town Committee. 

McDonald is making his first 
bid for municipal office. A grad- 
uate of St. Michael’s College in 
Vermont, he is president of Aca- 
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John S. Egan 
Edward M. Briggs 


Lee Highway Dept. 
gets new foreman 


LEE — Edward M. Briggs, 
the town’s building inspector for 
the past nine years, has been 
named foreman of the town 
Highway Department. 

Briggs, 43, assumes the 
$14,500-a-year post Monday. He 


LISTENING to comments at hearing on 
roposed 
ad nal Cone a Lee Public Bteok is | Lee 
airwoman Ma’ rit . Tris- 
tany, standing. Seated from left “Snell 


John S. Egan 
Puleri, Superintendent Maurice J. Boulanger, and Wil- 


liam F. Tyer. Standing at left are Michael Salinetti 
Lee High School Student Council president, and Taylor 


& 


members John H. Dol 


= 


to right are committee 
an, Henry G. Greiner, Joseph F. 


Brennan, captain of the hockey team. 


replaces David Williams as fore- 
man. Williams will remain in 
the Highway Department as an 
equipment operator. 


2 ™ c Under Briggs, the foreman’s 
job will be more of a super- 
: r visory position than in the past, % 
| a +4 4 


* Appeal blocks new housing 


in Lee’s Tamarack Ave. area 


LEE — The state Department 
of Environmental Quality Engi- 
neering (DEQE) has accepted 


an appeal of a set of conditions group of residents who filed the berg of the DEQE and William High School in 1955. : 
issued by the Lee Conservation appeal to the state. F. Powers, chairman of the Lee Me eed 
Commission for the construction iw ROT Ne = 


of eight houses in a marshy area 
off Tamarack Avenue. 

The area is bordered by East 
Center Street on the north, 
Tamarack Avenue and Abbey 
Court on the east and the ridge 
behind Lee High School on the 
west. 

The decision means no work 
on the eight houses may begin 
until the DEQE has completed a 
review of the set of conditions. 
The houses are to be built by 
contractor John S. Booke of 
Brisson Building Corp. 

“The DEQE will review the 
proposed activity pursuant to 
the provisions of the Wetlands 
Protection Act, and the work 
proposed in the notice of intent 
may not commence until a final 
order of conditions has been is- 


PPS eB 


sued,” said Bernard A. Judware 
Jr. of William Parkway. 


Judware is spokesman for a 


“We felt that insufficient 
study of drainage by authorities 
had been done,” said Judware, 
explaining reasons for the ap- 
peal. “We felt at least a four- 
season study should be done. We 
felt also that test holes should be 
drilled in each lot to determine 
the area’s suitability for houses 
with cellars.” 

The Conservation Commission 
May 21 ordered a set of condi- 
tions for the construction of the 
proposed eight houses. 

The conditions include the re- 
placement of flood storage areas 
that will be lost by the filling on 
three lots. It is intended the re- 
place the lost flood storage area 
—_ excavation on four other 
ots. 

Another requirement calls for 


te 


te 


the construction of swales be- 
tween lots 2 and 3 and 5 and 6. 


Booke, Judware, Allen Wein- | 


Conservation Commission, 
toured the site of the proposed 
construction Tuesday. 


According to Judware, Wein- 
berg asked Booke to show on a 
detailed map the areas where 
flood storage will be lost and 
areas where swales will be lo- 
cated. 


Residents of the Tamarack 
Avenue area told Weinberg they 
wanted the town to install storm 
drains on the street to improve 
an already-poor drainage situta- 
tion. Weinberg told the residents 
“there was nothing he could do” 
to prevent the houses from being 
constructed, Judware said, but 
that he could prevent the exist- 
ing drainage situation “from 
being made worse” by the con- 
struction of the houses. 


according to Department of t 
Public Works Superintendent J. t 
Peter Scolforo. r 

The DPW board voted to ap- s 
point Briggs to the post after a c 
review of 14 applications. 

A self-employed mason, ol 
Briggs has been the town’s Li 
building inspector since 1970. He wi 
has served as president of the gr 
Berkshire County Building In- of 
spectors’ Association. A Lee na- w 
tive, he graduated from Lee Li 


By Gerald B. 
Seven years ago, whe 
‘ nee er Lee Hi 


rule. ; 
At 27, she was 
nearly every 0 


parent remembered 


her delayed year 


_ educators say. 


But now, by virtue of a new policy 
~ adopted by the state Board of Pass ‘ 
it is being officially encouraged in all ih 


4, | 


LEE — The Lee public school 
system will begin registration 
for the fall semester of the adult 
education program today, pro- 
gram director Richard T. Sali- 
netti has announced. 

Registration for courses to be 
taught at the Senior Center will 
be held at the center today and 
tomorrow from 10 a.m. to noon, 

Registration for courses to be 
taught uae Library will be 


held_a Ow 
mi hoon to 2 p.m. and Eriday 
rom 10 amit Mm. 

Regitrationt6t all other 
classes will be held at Lee High 
School today, tomorrow, Friday 
and Monday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

All classes, which begin the 
week of Sept. 24, meet from 7 to 
9 p.m, unless otherwise noted. 


Courses listed 
The following Courses, listed 


With the teachers, wi 
at Lee High S, will be taught 


n she enrolled 
jor at Lee. igh School, Margare 
Daley vas a marked exception: to the 
10 years older than 
ne of her rete ig 
ition, she was a marrie mo er te 
ase etldreh, the oldest in 8th grade. 4 
“When she received her diploma, sne 
was given a bouquet ofroses andastand- 
i jon in a ceremon e¢ 
ing ovation in a i a ab nov 
ing” attended. Looking back on 
asaya in school, Mrs. Daly . 
aid, ‘I call it my golden year.” : 
: Enrollment of adults like Mrs. Daley in 
high school classes 1S not entirely un- 
known in public school systems in the 
Berkshires, or other Massa 5 
munities, but it has not been common, 


that one Lee 


chusetts com- 


‘Lee registers adult students 


Wednesdays, Philip O’Rourke; 
advanced typing, Mondays, 7 to 
9:30 p.m., Patricia White; intro- 
duction to typing, Wednesdays, 7 
to 9:30 p.m., Bruce Lorance, and 
practical writing, Tuesdays, Ka- 
ren Schubert. 

Also, reupholstery, Mondays, 7 
to 9:30 p.m., Arthur Martin; be- 
ginning shorthand, Tuesdays, 
Kathleen Adamites; basic com- 
puter concepts, Wednesdays, 
Robert Feltre; fundamentals of 
investing, Thursdays, Louis E. 
Scaramuzzi, and standard first 
aid, Wednesdays, 7 to 10 p.m., 
Arthur Dutil. 

Automotive repair, taught by 
Richard S. Ford, will meet at 
Ford’s Garage on Wednesdays. 
Developmental reading, taught 


by Gerald Cookson, will meet at | 


Lee Central School on Wednes- 
days. 

Holiday crafts, taught by 
Holly Wroldson, will meet at the 


from 1 to 3 p.m. 


Y; brary on Wednesdays from 10 


a.m. to noon. cee circle, 
taught by Lee Mills Applebaum, 


A 


Senior Center on Thursdays 


Quilting, taught by Elizabeth | 
Celli, will meet at the Lee Li- | 


will meet at the Lee Library on | 


Wednesdays from 2:45 to 4:45 
p.m. 

Career counseling will be 
available to evening students on 
Monday-Thursday evenings at 
the office of William Bourdon, 
by appointment. 

Class sizes are limited and 
registration is on a first-come, | 
first-served basis, according to _ 
Salinetti. For Lee residents, a $5 | 
registration fee will be charged. 
This fee will be returned to stu- 
dents who attend at’léast 80 per- | 
cent of their classes, Non- 7 
residents will be charged a non- | 


refundable fees of $10 for a 20- 
hour course and $15 for a 30- 
hour course. i | 


tt en ee 
~ Also, holiday crafts I, Mon- | 
day, Cynthia Richards; physical | 


» | 


fitness, Mondays and Wedne: 
| days, Alexis Lovato; sewi 
Tuesdays, Deborah Hendershot; | 
basic bookkeeping, Thursdays, } 


——EE 


Peter Warywoski; basic photog. | | 


raphy, Thursdays, 7 to 9:30 }) 
p.m., Robert D. Lohbauer; fur- 
niture repair and refinishing, } 


ich it hasn’t done before. And it means 
that we can count adults as full-time stu- 
dents eligible for state reimbursement.” 
The policy was adopted at the board’s 
May 30 meeting in Pittsfield. Prior to 
adoption, several board members said 
they endorse the concept because, for all 
students, the high school i er Ra 
sents a broader, more comprehensive y ( 
course of study than does the state-spon- exams are fine, but by going to school 


PEDIATRIC NURSE Margaret Daley serves at Berkshire Medical 
Center. She continued her education to become a licensed practical nurse 
after earning late diploma at Lee High School seven years ago. 


ew 


enroll adults = = = ~ 
sored “high school equivalency” certifi- 
cate. ee. 
. “Unfortunately,” said state Education 
Commissioner Gregory R. Anrig, “many 
young people think the equivalency cer- 
tificate and the diploma are the same. 
They are not, and I would hope that their 


parents know the difference.” 
Mrs. Daley concurred. ‘Equivalency 


you get a lot more out of it.” Sper ae 
In terms of practice in some Berkshire 
schodl..systems, the state board is a 
Johnny-come-lately. At Lee High School, 
for exampleadult enrollment in daytime 
classes has been actively encouraged for - 
several years, Said Principal Robert 
Lucy. “I think in the small school dis- 
tricts, where we know-,the people, we 
have a sense of commitment,” he said. 
The state policy ‘‘should be wel- 
comed,” said Jacob “Jack” Franklin of 


Adults go back 
Continued on Page 18 


GE execut 
delays im] 


General Electric’s chief executive in 
Pittsfield today warned that the ‘‘well-in- 
tentioned opponents’ of the Pyramid 
mall “could effectively kill the mall and 
this unique opportunity to revitalize our 
downtown.” 

In a letter to Mayor Paul E. Brindle 
III, Bruce 0. Roberts, GE vice president 
and area executive, said he was ‘‘weary 
of the continued stalling of various 
groups and individuals.” 

“T hope the City Council will share the 
urgency of completing arrangements this 
summer, lest a national economic down- 
town turn later this year or continued in- 
flation jeopardize the entire project,” he 
said. 

“While the concerns of all citizens must 
be factored into the decision process,” 
Roberts added, “‘it is an inescapable fact 
that no major move forward for the best 
interests of the entire city can be accom- 
plished without sacrifice on the part of 


i 


‘ 


Joel Librizzi 


5 


ee ee, 


22—The Berkshire Eagle, Thursday, March 13, 1989 


Lee election to fill © 
8 offices May 12 


William F. Tyer, and 
health, Dr. Charles W. 
Six’ offices that carry three. TWo five-year seat 
year terms are up for election, Planning board now held ty 
The offices and incumbents: se- le Marie Collins and James 
lectman, Lena B. Bettega: as. Kuneman, will be available, A 
Sessor, John J. Nagle; schoo} five-year position on the housing 
Committee, Marguerite M. Tris- uthority, now held by Charles | 
i J. Driscoll, is also available, 
Neither the Republican nor 
the Democratic town com- 
mittees have yet set filing dead- 
lines for candidates or dates for 
the annual caucuses, assistant 
Town Clerk Rena B. McCusker 


‘Spoon River’ 


LEE — The Lee Arts Center The annual % 
x er The annual town meeting will 
nsor a performance ‘own meeting will — 
Becket Arts Center of the ve nel May 8. 
poon River!” “SANG i | 
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2, Monday, Aug. 7, 1978 
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Meyers Bore 


RENOVATION of three-story house at 195 Main 
Street in Lee is transforming a former residence to 
new headquarters for Lawrence V. Toole Insurance 


yee ee me Re). 


SO ere ee be 


John S. Egan 


Agency Inc. and Toole Real Estate Agency. Joseph M. 
Toole purchased the 19th century house for $30,000 Jun 


30. 


Toole agencies buy new home 


LEE — The Lawrence V. 
Toole Insurance Agency Inc. 
and Toole Real Estate Agency 
will move in September from 
their current office in the Park 
Building on Main Street to a re- 
cently-purchasd house on Main 
Street, Joseph M. Toole, the 
agencies’ owner, announced 
Friday. 

The Park Building, built in 
1914 by the late James T. 
Owens, was sold Aug. 1 by Mrs. 
James T. Noonan of Academy 
Street, one of Mr. Owens’s 
daughters, to Michael Zabian, 
owner of the East Lee Package 
Store. 

Toole, June 30 bought the 
three-story house on the east 


+ Side of Main Street for $30,000 


t 


z 
] 


from Lillian C. Mooney. 
The house, constructed in the 


late 19th century, is bordered on 
the south by the Lee Fire Sta- 
tion. Toole also purchased for 
$13,500 a lot on the north side of 
the house from Gordon Leeman 
of East Street. 

The house is now undergoing 
renovation “to restore it to the 
era of its construction and to re- 
flect the decor and motifs of the 
late 19th century,” Toole said. 

The first floor of the building 
will house the insurance 
agency’s personal and commer- 
cial insurance offices, a confer- 
ence room, Toole’s office and a 
reception room for the real es- 
tate agency. The second floor 
will contain the real estate sales 
office. 

Other second-floor rooms are 
marked for.future expansion of 
the insuran¢esand real estate 
businesses. } | 


| 


‘ate 


A 4,500-square-foot parking 
area is being built on the lot 
next to the house. 

Toole said he has not yet de- 
termined the exact date of his 
firms’ relocation, but that it will 
be sometime in September. He 
has hired 11 area contractors to 
do the renovation. 

The Lawrence V. Toole Insur- 
ance Agency Inc., started by 
Toole’s father in 1936, has been 
headquartered in the Park 
Building on Main Street since 
1939. Toole, who started the 
firm’s realty division in 1973, 
purchased the insurance agency 
from his father in January. 

The insurance agency em- 


; 
ployes three full- and part-time | 
clerical workers. The real estate 
firm employs three full-time 
agents. 4 


 ———— 


24—The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 1979 
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John S, Egan 
LEE LANDMARK, the 19th century Morgan House, is closing this Saturday. 
_ Story is on Page 1. Building faces Lee’s Memorial Hall. 
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24—The Berkshire Eagle, Monday, July 30, 1979 
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CONCERNED CITIZEN Frederick W. Bell of West Park Street, Lee, chairman 


ashes 


May 1, 1979-13 


er: 


John S. Egan 


of Citizens for a Better Community, reviews committee suggestions on ways to solve 
problems associated with local youth at hearing at Lee Town Hall. Also standing, at 
extreme left, is Francis D. Foley Jr. of Lee. 


Lee mulls youth center need 


LEE — Two dozen persons crowded into the 
second-floor meeting room of the Town Hall 
last night to suggest ways to solve problems as- 
sociated with some of the town’s youth. ; 

Several persons, including Town Democratic 
Committee Chairman Francis D. Foley and two 
young residents who run a basketball league, 
suggested that the town sponsor an activities 
center for youth. 

The meeting was the second public discussion 
of the town’s youth in the last six months. Last 
night’s meeting was requested by Frederick W. 
Bell, chairman of the Citizens for A Better 
Community — a study committee that grew out 
of a meeting last November. 

The majority of those attending last night’s 
meeting were parents. ‘The matters con- 
cerning us most greatly are those problems 
that have been typical of summer months in 
Lee in the past,” said Bell. “Harassment at the 
Adams parking lot” and “Joitering and broken 
bottles” at the Town Park and the parking lot 
of the Price Chopper, as well as groups “‘loiter- 
ing on the corner” are problems that concern 
many residents, Bell said. 

“We find one of our greatest needs is for a 
juvenile probation officer to serve full time,” 
he continued. The county probation office re- 
cently assigned a juvenile probation officer to 
work out of an office in the Town Hall five days 

a week. 

Bell suggested, however, that while the Se- 
lectmen have offered the juvenile probation of- 
ficer space in a basement room with an 
entrance from Main Street, the board in the fu- 
ture ought to make space available inside the 
building. 

“Tt should be an office within the confines of 
the Town Hall,” so that persons going to see 
the juvenile probation officer could not be ob- 
served entering the office by pedestrians on 
Main Street, he Suggested. 

The problem with loitering in the Adams 
parking lot has diminished, Bell said, since 10 
youths were brought into court for show-cause 
hearings on possible trespassing charges. 
Judge John J. Dwyer continued the hearings 
but warned the youths that formal charges 
le be brought if they congregated at the 


John Toole and Kevin Morandi, directors of 


the Lee Community Junior Basketball League, - 


Suggested that the town Sponsor an activities 
center. 


I’ve worked with youth for the past eight to 
10 years,”’ said Morandi. ‘“‘Many parents have 
come to me expressing backing for a youth 
center. I’d like to see a youth center.” 

Selectman John E. DeVarennes said Pitts- 
field and Dalton both have community-funded 
youth centers, but ‘“‘they still have problems 
with kids on the street.” 

Diane Gaul of Fairview Street said there 
were more facilities and activities in Lee for 
youth two decades ago than there are today. 

“We had five places in town 20 years ago, 
when I was in high school,” she said. The now- 
defunct facilities included a youth center in the 
Town Hall ‘open to 8:30 on school nights and 
10:30 on weekends,” a Catholic Youth Center, a 
movie theater, a bowling alley in the center of 
town and a couple of snack bars. 

“T think what we need to do is sink our 
money into a facility,” said Toole. ‘‘A facility 
with a full-time person who understands kids 
and activities and the problems that kids are 
having.” i 

Foley said he favored ‘‘a community organi- 
zation to meet the needs of youth.” : 

“T think you can make it work this time,” he 
said. “What’s different now is that you have 
the complete support of civic clubs. The courts 
are interested. The full cooperation of the po- 
lice. A new organization in the Catholic Church 
which supports it. I think the only thing you’re 
missing now, again, is parents. We really need 
the support of parents.” 

Foley suggested that a committee be formed, 
partially from the concerned citizens group, 
and from youth organizations, to study the 
creation of such a community organization. 

Selectmen Chairman William M. Murphy 
Said “We've got to talk to the younger gener- 
ation to see what it wants.” 

DeVarennes warned that the community in 
the past had failed to fund expanded recrea- 
tional facilities and would probably do so 
again. : 

“When it comes down to the wire and it’s go- 
ing to hit the pocketbook — another $15 on the 
tax bill — you'll find the townspeople aren’t in- 
terested,” he said. The town had vetoed plans 
for a new Central School building that would 
have included a community swimming pool, he 
said. 

“When the chips are down,” he said. “The 
town is very hard to convince to spend that 

kind of money.” 
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lorothy W. Chapman 
Diane Kadanoff 
Up from Cumberland 


DALTON — Diane G. Kada- 
noff has assumed her duties as 
librarian of the Dalton Free 
Public Library. In the post since 
mid-July, she succeeds Anne W. 
Callahan, who was librarian for 
11 years before she retired, 

Ms. Kadanoff, a native of Bos- 
ton, was assistant director of the 

umberland (R.I.) Public Li- 
rary from 1972-1978. She holds 


Wednesday, August 22, 


GETTING READY to tak 
tain in the Lee’s First Congre 
J.C. Ruid, daughter of Jeanne C 


| Diane Kadanoff 


1s Dalton librarian 


a bachelor’s degree in library 
Science from Simmons College 


.., and a master’s degree from the 


University of Illinois, 

In announcing her appoint- 
ment, Harry P. Stedman, chair- 
man of the Librarian Search 
, Committee, said there were 14 
applicants for the position. 

Other members of the search 
committee were Nancy C. John- 
son, Mary E. Poopor and Walter 
R. Gehring. 


the committee, said in her last 
Position she knew about 75 per- 
cent of the patrons of the Cum- 
berland Public Library. That 
facility is a 60,000-volume li- 
brary serving a population of 
25,000. As assistant director 
there, Ms. Kadanoff was respon- 
sibile for planning and coordina- 
tion of objectives, policies and 
services. She supervised a staff 
of 15. 

She was, recently a delegate to 
the White House Conference on 
Libraries and Information Sery- 
ices which was established by 
an Act of Congress. 

She is a member of Beta Phi 
Mu, honorary society. 

Ms. Kadanoff has lived in 
Denmark, England and Switzer- 
land for various periods and has 
traveled extensively in most of 
Western Europe and in the So- 
viet Union. 
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morning. 


preparing for the “Save-the Steeple” runners are 


Tace Sunday i 


Ms. Kadanoff, in a letter to | 


3 


John S. Egan 


PATCHWORK QUILT is displayed by the Epis- Eloise Sloan and Marcia Noyes. The quilt, which fea- 


copal Churchwomen of St. George’s Church in Lee. tures a Dresden Plate design, took three months for the 
From left to right are Barbara Guttormsen, Diana Pe- churchwomen to complete. It will be raffled off during 
con, Charlotte Davis, Priscilla Cuene, Marjorie Kegler, Lee Sale-abration Days, Aug. 17-19. 
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Mark Mitchell 


ST. GEORGE'S Church, Episcopal, Franklin Street, Lee. 
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back on the job today after the ratifica- 
tion of a three-year contract with man- 
agement of the E.pD. Jones Division of 
Beloit Corp. on Tuesday, according to a 
company spokesman, 


The return to the jobs marks the end 
of a 10-week strike which began on June 6 
when Company workers walked off the 
job ina wage dispute. The 10-Week strike 
included intervention by a federal Media- 
d tor and grueling negotiation Sessions 
; W which came to an end on Monday after- 
ae n° 


noon. 
The rank and file voted 235-94 to accept 


The contract provides for Wage in- 
Creases of 8.5 percent for the first year, 


John S. Egan ~ 
James M. Holian } 
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R. Briggs, standing. Concert was last night. Band will 


s PLAYING an Open-air concert in the Lee Town Park play Pittsfield’s Berkshire Common tonight at 7:30. 


n _'S the Pittsfield Community Band, directed by Robert 
of 
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d to have sewers. ruc- 
e STOCKBRIDGE — Oscar G. Paes was any kind of plans to vote Et 3 
Peterson, President of the Len- health hazard of the Heights, I tion of Sate Monday's mest: 
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into_a fruit and produce 
Masiero. The Lee resident 


SHOPhas been converted 
outlet by Matthew “Guido” 
boasts of one of the most ex- 


Lynne A. Daley 


tensive inventories of assorted fruits and produce 


around. 


Lee man picks South St. shop 
for new fruit, produce outlet 


By Joan S. Kass 


The long-vacant, attractive 
building at 910 South St., proved 
to be just the spot Matthew 
“Guido” Masiero of Lee had in 
mind when he set out to locate 
his latest effort in the world of 
business. 

The massive overhanging roof 
on the front of the building gave 
him the chance to open a fruit 
and vegetable stand that looks 
rem much like an open-air mar- 

et. 

Masiero has stocked it to the 
Tafters with every type of pro- 
duce available in this part of the 
country. 

As Masiero, a Lee native, had 
worked in similar type markets 
in the Boston area during his 
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to mark 50th 
anniversary 


__LEE — The Rev. Joseph F. 
Gagan, former pastor of St. 


high school and college years, 


7 Father Gagan . 


-Mary’s Church here and in Otis | 
and St. Mary of the Assumption | 


Church in Cheshire, will cele- 
rate his golden jubilee as a 
‘priest May 27 at the 11 a.m. 
mass at the Lee church. 
A reception will follow at 1:30 
‘at the Lenox House in Lenox. 


Tickets to the reception, which | 


are limited in number, will be 


on sale at McClelland’s Drug | 


Store here until May 15. 

A Worcester Bie, Sipe 
G was pastor o 
Premas church from 1953 to 1955, 


| 
} 


St. Thomas’ Church in Hunting- | 


_ ton from 1955 to 1963 and the Lee 


__ and Otis churches from 1963 un- 


, 
ie 


‘til his retirement in 1977. 


Wel ee cr ay %, 1929, 


id owe Cathedral in 
“M-OLeary. Pee 


he was no stranger to the busi- 
ness. Coupled with a growing 
disenchantment with the world 
of big business which seemed to 
be making everybody rich ex- 
cept himself, Masiero decided 
now was the time to strike out 
on his own. 

While his initial foray into 
selling flowers in Lenox met 
with resistance from other 
greenhouses there, the young 
businessman has only high 
marks for Pittsfield where his 
venture was a little easier to re- 
alize. 

A little grounds cleaning out- 
side, and some floor sweeping 
inside were just about all that 
was necessary before he could 
move into the former home of 
the Berkshire Record Outlet. 


The building, vacant for the 
past two years, was just the 
right layout and the location 
could not have been better, “far 
enough from the center of town 
and still on a very busy high- 
way,” as Masiero puts it. And 
the large parking lot was a real 
bonus, too, he added. 

Making quick work of patch- 
ing together display counters for 
inside and out, he was also able 
to make connections, with sup- 
pliers from Albany and Spring- 
field. Every day Masiero and his 
refrigerated trailer bring in all 
manner of fruit and produce — 
four kinds of lettuce, three kinds 
of peppers, two varieties of 
beans and even coconuts and 
avocados. 

There are also available six 


types of potatoes, four kinds of 
onions, three varieties of squash 
and apples, and watermelons, 
cherries, scallions, pears, egg- 
plants, carrots and Swiss chard 
galore. At the moment, only 
strawberries from Lee are na- 
tive, but he expects a crop of 
Southwick corn to be available 
within the next few weeks. 

Masiero plans to keep his busi- 
ness open through Christmas 
this year, always offering what 
is native in season. Store hours 
are everyday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. | 
and Thursdays and Fridays until 
9p.m. — 

Masiero, a graduate of the 
Wentworth Institute, is single 
and resides now in Lee with his 
cousins, the Burrato family, who 
help him out in the store. 
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Tom McInerney 
Pittsfield High 


Pittsfield High 


Mike Cirone 


Matt Jarck 
Hoosac Valley 


Kyle Tong 
Mt. Greylock 


A.J. Schnopp 
Wahconah 


Warriors’ A.J. Schnopp heads 
All-Berkshire tennis squad 


By Andy Holden 


Underclassmen dominate the 
1979 Eagle All-Berkshire tennis 
team, with four of the six singles 
players belonging to high school 
sophomore or junior classes. 

Wahconah ace A.J. Schnopp 
was the only unanimous first 
team singles selection. Schnopp 
was chosen by six of a possible 
six league coaches for the first 
team. Mount Greylock was the 
only team not to participate in 
the voting, in which coaches 
could not cast ballots for their 
own players. Schnopp was 
joined on the first team by Matt 
Jarck of Hoosac Valley and Kyle 
Tong of Mount Greylock. 

The Greylock duo of Rick 
Smith and Ken Taylor was 
named to the doubles first team 
along with Mike Cirone and Tom 
McInerney of Pittsfield High. 


Split with Jarck 


Schnopp, a senior, recorded a 
Superlative 12-1 mark for: the 
Warriors this spring, splitting a 
pair of confrontations with 
Jarck. Schnopp had dropped 
only two matches during his jun- 


ior year. He is headed for Berk- 
shire Community College this 
fall. 

Jarck, a junior, received five 
first team votes, but was left off 
one ballot entirely. He compiled 
a 10-2 record, bowing only to 
Schnopp and Tong. Jarck led the 
Hurricanes to a 13-1 season and 
a share of the league title with 
Pittsfield High. 


Tong, a senior slowed by a 
knee operation that sidelined 
him for all of last. season, had a 
solid season that included the 
victory over Jarck. He will at- 
tend Bowdoin College in the fall. 

Pittsfield High had two play- 
ers — Steve Moynahan and John 
Schwartz — on the second sin- 
gles team. Moynahan, a junior, 
had his best effort in a strong 7- 
6, 6-3 win over Tong, while soph- 
omore Schwartz reached the 
third round of the Western 
Mass. boys tournament, the fur- 
thest any Berkshire County 
player went. 

The third singles player 
named to the second team was 
Monument Mountain’s Brian 
Miller, who took Schnopp to 


three sets in his best effort this 
spring. 
Honorable mention 


Those earning honorable men- 
tion include Dan Hayden and 
Mark Lavigne of Hoosac Valley, 
Western Mass. girls’ champion 
Debbie Desgroseilliers of Pitts- 
field High, Jay Mortensen of Lee 
and Jim Putzu of Taconie. 

The doubles team of Taylor 
and Smith was instrumental in 
Greylock’s third-place finish in 
the league. They received four 
first team votes out of a possible 
seven. Cirone, a junior, and 
McInerney, a senior, were next 


with three first team ballots. 
The duo dropped only one match 
during the league season. Mcl- 
nerney also received two other 
first-team votes matched with 
teammates other than Cirone. 

The second team doubles con- 
sists of Hoosac Valley freshman 
Wendy Schwartz and junior 
Mike Molleur, who were 7-2 
playing together, and Lee co- 
captains George Inglis and John 
Wellspeak. 

Honorable mention doubles 
teams included John Fenn and 
Greg Schnopp of Wahconah and 
Bob Monteleone and Peter Foss 
of Taconic. 


Paul Brindle League results 


Frosty overcame a 6-1 deficit. 


to beat Sons of Italy 11-9 in a 
Southern Division game. Jay 
Panetti had three hits, including 


a homer and a double, while 
Larry Polaro had two hits for 
the winners. Bev Smith scored 
the winning run. For Sons of 


Italy, Ray Bowmar and Eric 
Blau each had two hits. Jim 
Dahrouge belted a triple and 
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Paul Lucidi had a double and 
two RBIs. 

Sons of Italy did beat High- 
land-Stetson 4-1 with Lucidi giv- 
ing up just four hits while 
walking one and striking out five 
on the mound. Blau had a triple 
while Bill Flynn had a double 
and two RBI. Kevin Pedraja 
paced the losers with two hits. 
Steve Coco had a base hit and 
two stolen bases. 


Vi‘. 


WIMBLEDON, England (UPI) 
— Opening day at Wimbledon 
was anything but traditional 
Monday with Americans Vitas 
Gerulaitis and Arthur Ashe 


among three seeded players to: 


lose, top-seed Bjorn Borg com- 
ing dangerously near to a shock- 
ing exit and an unprecedented 
security operation policing the 
hallowed grounds. 

Almost as surprising was that 
second-seeded John McEnroe 
was on his best behavior and 
raised not a single fuss in easily 
crushing fellow American Terry 
Moor 7-5, 6-1, 6-4, in a match 
stretched out to almost three 
hours because of rain. 


Shocking results 


The most shocking results 
were the twin defeats of Geru- 
laitis, the No. 4 seed, and Ashe, 
the 1975 Wimbledon champion, 
who was seeded seventh. 

Gerulaitis, winner of the Ital- 
ian Open last month, lost to fel- 
low American Pat Dupre 7-6, 6- 
3, 3-6, 3-6, 6-3 in 3 hours and 10 
minutes, while Ashe, suffering 
through as disappointing a 
match as he has ever had, was 
victimized by Australian Chris 
Kachel, 6-4, 7-6, 6-3. 

“He just played better than I 
did today, that’s all I can say,” 
said Ashe, who beat Kachel only 
two weeks ago in the opening 
round at Queens Club. 

“T didn’t play well, he served 
well, returned well in spots, and 
got ahead in the tiebreaker.” 

Kachel, who is ranked only 
28rd in his country and has been 
confined to playing on the satel- 
lite tour, attacked Ashe’s fore- 
hand, and admitted later he 
hadn’t even bothered to look at 
the draw to see who he might 
play. in the second round. 

The 24-year old Dupre, born in 
Belgium and now living in La 
Jolla, Calif., was troubled with a 
wildly erratic service being 


charged with 28 double faults, © 


including four in one game. 

But his nerve was steadier in 
the final set even after Geru- 
laitis had rallied from two sets 
down. 
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Hayes concludes 61 years 


2 _ LEE — Edmund A. Hayes of Tuesday by stepping down as a cil, Knights of Columbus, and is 
59 Summer St. ended 61 years of bank director. 
.. Seryice to Lee National Bank 


Hayes, 80, a former bank vice 


“president and cashier, was pre- 


sented with a plaque at the 
bank’s annual meeting by Presi- 


~ dent William A. Napolitano and 


Frank P. Consolati, chairman of 
the board of directors. ; 

A Lee native, Hayes started 
with the bank in 1917 as a indi- 
vidual-ledger bookkeeper. He 
became a teller in 1934 and as- 
sistant cashier in 1942. He suc- 
ceeded the late Norman §. 
Maclver as cashier in 1951 and 
was elected to the board of di- 
rectors in 1962. He retired as 


vice president and cashier jn 


1965. weathy 

He has been a member of the 
town’s Capital-Outlay Com- 
mittee and the Youth Activities 
Committee. He is a former 
grand knight and 50-year mem- 


Len 
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“* *Lil Anthony says, “We've got a little bit of EVERYTHING” 
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service at Lee bank ~~ 


also a member of the Tri-Town 
Rotary Club. For many years he 
was chairman of the cancer 
drive in Lee. He is a director of 
the Connecticut Valley Girl 
Scout Council. He sang for many 
years in St. Mary’s Church choir 
and performed in local minstrel 
shows. 

He is married to the former 
Marie I. O’Connell. They have 
four children — Mrs. Patricia A. 
Plourde and Miss Catherine E. 
Hayes, both of Lee, and Mrs. 
William Morrissey of Lenox and 


Edmund J. Hayes of Schenec.,” 


tady, N.Y. 


Lee bowling ~~ 
Tri-Town Mixed high single string: 
Charlie Mindle 222, Henry Toring 

215, Peter Scolforo 205, : 
three string: Charlie Mindle 
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384, Loring 546, Peter Scolforo _ 
ber of the Berkshire Hills Coun- sat! fe 
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Charles J. Donahoe 

A concelebrated Liturgy of 
Christian Burial for Charles J. 
Donahoe Jr. of Lee was held 
yesterday morning at St. Mary’s 
Church in Lee. 

Principal’ celebrant was the 
Rev. James J. Scahill, associate 
pastor of St. Mary’s Church. He 
was assisted by the Rev. Ed- 
ward J. Kroyak, pastor of 
Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Westfield. 

Burial was in St. Mary’s Cem- 
etery. Offering prayers at the 
grave were Father Scahill, as- 
sisted by Father Kroyak and the 
Rev. Sean Horgan, assistant 
pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle 
Church in West Springfield, for- 
merly of Lee, and the Rev. Jo- 
seph Fennell, Society of Jesus. 

There was a delegation pre- 
sent from the Lee Library Asso- 
ciation. 

Bearers were Raymond B. 
Murray and J. Murray Tracy, | 
both of Stockbridge, and Dr, 
William K. Collins, John J, 
McDonald, Charles M. Tacy and — 
Robert Lucy, all of Lee. 
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. LATEST EFFORT of Lee High School house-build- 
‘ ing program is this Cape Cod-style structure, located at 
: the corner of William Parkway and East Street in Lee. 

From left to right are the program’s students, Scott 


Lee High students construct 
third demonstration house 


By John S. Egan 


* LEE — Students in Lee High 
School’s house-building program 
this week completed the third 
house to be constructed since 
the program began six years 
ago. 

The house, a two-story Cape 
Cod-style structure, was the pro- 
gram’s most ambitious project 
to date, according to Robert Ma- 
zur, program coordinator. 

Located at the corner of East 
Street and William Parkway, 


R. J. NICKERSON an 


is proud to have assisted in 


THE LEE HIGH SCHOOL 
BUILDING PROJECT 


the structure took two years to 
build. 

Area residents today will get a 
chance to view the handiwork of 
the house-building program par- 
ticipants, at an open house at 
the structure from 1 to 4 p.m. 

Financing was provided by the 
Lee Savings Bank. The bank has 
placed the building on the mar- 
ket for $47,500. 

Lee High School drafting stu- 
dents drew the house plans. The 
footings and foundations were 
poured in May 1977. The Cape 
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Real Estat 


John S. Egan 


Swartz, James Crandall, Ron Kearin, Greg Poulin, 
Thomas Smachetti, James Shea. Program coordinator 
Robert Mazur is in center. Open house of the structure 
will be held today from 1 to 4 p.m. 


Cod design proved to be particu- 
larly challenging to house-build- 
ing program students, Mazur 
said. Earlier projects included 
the construction of a ranch-style 
house and a split-level dwelling. 


Abilities tested 


The angled roofline and the 
addition of a dormer window 
tested the students’ abilities as 
carpenters. “It was a difficult 
house to build,” said Mazur. 
“But it’s a learning experience 
for the kids.” 

The first floor is composed of 
a dining room, living room, 
study, full bathroom and 
kitchen, with built-in handmade 
cabinets. On the second floor are 


“two large bedrooms and another 


bathroom. 

Energy efficiency was a 
watchword in construction of the 
dwelling, Mazur said. Insulation, 
with an insulating factor of R-13, 


was installed in all walls. Factor 
R-19 insulation went into the at- 
tic. Each floor is also insulated. 

A chimney, with flue outlets in 
the basement and in the living 
room, was constructed with an 
eye to the possible installation of 
wood stoves by the owner. 

Students who helped complete 
the house-building project’s new- 
est house come away at the end 
of the year with a real sense of 
achievement, according to 
James Gralla, occupational-edu- 
cation director for the Lee pub- 
lic schools. Many also come 
away with jobs. 

Nine of the 13 seniors who 
graduated from last year’s 


house-building program have » 


jobs in the construction field, 
Gralla said, This year, seven of 
the 13 seniors who graduated 
less than a month ago already 
have employment in the that 
field. . 
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 ———— $$ ENTERTAINMENT HERE & THERE 
Have you ever met a lady who got et by a ALLIGATOR? 


By Milton R. Bass 


Oe FALL, my wife and I spent two 
glorious days at a South Carolina resort 
named Kiawah Island, and I wrote a 
piece about the experience. 

Shortly thereafter, I received a letter 
from a man named Gordon (Skip) Stead- 
man, which revealed that he was ‘‘a for- 
mer Eagle newsboy from Lee who hefted 
no less than 110 papers from Main Street 
to Highlawn Farm in Lenox in the late 
1940s and early ’50s and who is now fortu- 
nate to be the vice president for construc- 
tion for the Kiawah Island Company.” 

After his graduation from the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts in 1960, Gordon 
spent nearly 10 years with the Army 
Corps of Engineers, both in Korea and 
Vietnam, and then resigned his commis- 
sion to help develop a new resort commu- 
nity at Amelia Island Plantation in 
northern Florida. 

In 1974, the Kuwait Development Co. 
bought Kiawah and hired Gordon to help 
aor the “‘wild;-virgin low*country is- 

Gordon was very proud of how beauti- 
ful and unspoiled the island was even af- 
ter $60 million worth of development and 
wrote that he was looking forward in the 
next few years to the development of ‘a 
quayside village with a marina complex 
on the Kiawah River, a new Jack Nick- 
laus-designed golf course, a sports village 
for golf and tennis enthusiasts and the fu- 
ture development of a first- and second- 
home community. 

“My wife, Doris, and I would thor- 
oughly enjoy ‘showing off’ Kiawah Island 
to Berkshire folks who might decide to 


Doris and Gordon 
Steadman (he is a 
Lee native) can smile 
now when they dis- 
cuss their experience 
with an alligator. 
They even feel so 

‘for the poor beast, 
who paid with his life 
for his good taste. 


Photos by Ruth 


The water holes at the Kiawah Island golf course are marked with signs for obvious reasons. 


vacation here in the future if they could 
let me know they’re coming ‘down 
South.’ ” 

In the very next mail I received a bro- 
churé from Kiawah telling about their 
new home rental program and saying 
that a three-bedroom house was available 
for the spring-fall rate of $440 for a week. 
One cannot fight coincidences like this 
and we booked the house. 

However, the day before we left there 
was another letter from Gordon stating 
that he was overjoyed that we were com- 
ing, but that our arrival would mark his 
departure because he was joining a pri- 
mary home building company in Rich- 
mond, Va. Even though I was somewhat 
put off that Gordon had made this move 
without consulting us first, we headed 
South anyway. 


Our house turned out to be a thing of 
beauty, exquisitely furnished by the two 
couples from Ohio who owned it, com- 
plete with sheets, towels, soap, washer, 
dryer and air conditioning. We were right 
across from the beach, which is one of 
the most magnificent vistas of pure white 
sand in the world, and the weather was 
not only perfect but we also heard on the 
radio that it was rainy and cold at home, 
lagniappe of the most satisfying kind. 

The Steadmans came to call that night, 
a kind of hail and farewell, and they 
filled us in on the best places to visit and 
eat and et cetera. 

But the most interesting thing was 
about the alligator. The water holes of 
the Kiawah golf course have alligators as 
residents, and we had inquired if this 
were dangerous. A tour guide had in- 


formed us that they were not dangerous 
at all, that they had been known to eat 
dogs whose barking annoyed them, and 
the only person ever bitten was a lady 
tourist who had disregarded the warning 
sign and stepped into the pond. 

“That was no lady tourist,” said Gor- 
don. ‘That was my wife.” 

We all looked at Doris Steadman in 
wonder. 

“It’s true,” she laughed. ‘‘I was the one 
who was bitten. But we were both in the 
ayn hole and we were looking for his 
b a 

It had happened two years before when 
the resort had been open only a week. 
Gordon had hit his ball into the water 
hole, and they had both taken off their 
shoes and socks and gone in after it. 

Because of their upper overhang, al- 


ligators cannot bite you head-on but have 
to turn on their side. Gordon saw the long 
white belly coming and thought to him- 
self what a large fish for such a small 
pond when BOOM! it hit Doris. 

She thought she had been whacked 
rather than bitten, but when they scram- 
bled up the bank and looked, there was a 
huge gash on the back of her right leg 
and 17 tooth marks on the front. 

Gordon knew that the only first aid kit 
was at the resort swimming pool so he 
hurried her over there. Among the guests 
were two doctors — a brain surgeon and 
a psychiatrist. The surgeon treated the 
wound as best he could from the kit and 
the psychiatrist told her not to worry. 

The hospital in Charleston, 20 miles 
‘away, was called to advise them of what 
was coming, and Gordon bundled Doris 
into the car and headed for the mainland. 
The first bridge they encountered was not 
only open, it was stuckopen. After wait- 
ing 45 minutes, Gordon pulled the car out 
of line and drove through the fields to get 
to the road to the other bridge that leads 
off the island. 

You’re absolutely right! This bridge 
was open to let a sailboat through, and 
the sailboat was still a half mile away in 
a very light breeze. 

After what seemed forever, the sailboat 
came through, the bridge closed, the 20 
miles were covered and the hospital was 
reached. 

The reception couldn’t have been big- 
ger if it was Billy Carter coming in to dry 
out. None of the doctors, nurses, tech- 
nicians, hall sweepers or whatever had 
ever seen an alligator bite and they were 
not about to pass up the opportunity. 

The big question was whether an 
alligator can transmit rabies, but luckily 
there was a doctor present who for some 
reason or other had done research on al- 
ligators, and he stated positively that 
they did not transmit rabies. That’s one 
good thing you can say about alligators if 
you feel you have to say something good 
about alligators — they don’t transmit 
rabies. 

Doris’s leg is just fine now. I can vouch 
for that because our whole family in- 
spected it carefully. If you would like to 
see for yourself, the Steadmans visit Gor- 
don’s folks, Mr. and Mrs. Stewart D. 
Steadman of Lee, sometimes. Call and 
make an appointment. Tell them Milt 
sent you. 

The rogue alligator was done away 
with, and there hasn’t been an incident 
on Kiawah since then. There are still al- 


ligators around the water holes (see 


photo), but they confine themselves to 
oy (lower case) and fauna and fish and 
logs. 

Other than this small hint of adventure, 
Kiawah is a perfect place for a vacation. 
It has the most beautiful sand beach I 
have ever seen, some 14 miles long, and 
the sea breeze is from Olympus. 

In addition, all the houses that are for 
rent are practically new, ranging from 
two to four bedrooms. Further details 
may be obtained by writing Ernie Mid- 
dieton, Kiawah Island Home Rentals, 
P.O. Box A-150, Kiawah Island, S.C. 
29455. The phone is 803-559-2421. But don’t 
tell them Milt sent you. I think one of 
their towels got into one of our suitcases 
by mistake 


The beaches at Kia- 
wah are long and 


wide and shell col- 
lectors have a field 
day if they play 
their tides right. 
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By John S. Egan 
_ LEE — A team of well-known 


. area restaurateurs have trans- 


formed a stately downtown resi- 
dence into an even more stately 
restaurant. 

The restaurant — the Victoria 
— opened this week. 

Located in a house formerly 
owned by Mrs. Louise Hollister, 
the restaurant is situated be- 
tween the Cumberland Farms 
Store and the Tru-Value Tire Co. 
on Park Street. Louis D. 
Schroeter, former owner of the 
Morgan House, purchased the 
property last fall. 


Winter and spring 


After a winter and spring of 
Trenovation, Schroeter and his 
wife, Doris, turned over the 
property to Mr. and Mrs. James 
K. Kelley of 47 Center St. Under 

- alease agreement, Kelley, a for- 
mer Morgan House chef, and his 
wife, Mary, are the restaurant’s 
sole proprietors. 

‘The impact of the renovation 
hits a visitor as he turns his car 
off Park Street and travels to a 
parking area at the rear of the 
structure. : 

Hanging plants accentuate the 
house’s broad front porch. A 
stenciled glass window on the 
front door greets the visitor. 

Inside, an entrance foyer of- 
fers hooks for coats. A stairway 
leads upstairs to restrooms and 
a front room full of antiques. 


Formal dining rooms 


Immediately off the entrance 
foyer is the first of two formal 
dining rooms. A fireplace domi- 
nates one wall. Flowers on the 
mantle and crisp white table 
cloths lend an air of elegance. 
“A second, larger room, which 
once functioned as a billiards 
room, offers the same re- 
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.ee restraurateurs transform 
_downtown home into restaurant 


John S. Egan 


DINING ROOM of new Victoria Restaurant in Lee offers a bright and airy spot 
for lunch. At table on right is H.A. Johansson of Lee. 


strained and tasteful atmos- 
phere. 

For less formal dining, the 
structure’s former library has 
been turned into a combination 
dining room and bar. 

The room is paneled with thin 
vertical strips of wood. Over- 
head are more wood strips and 
heavy wooden beams. Colored 
light comes in through three 
stained-glass windows. 


Brass top 


The brass top of the bar 
gleams in the light. The Schroe- 


+ 


ter’s son, Louis J. Schroeter III, 
fabricated the bar and brass bar 
rail. Nearby is a large fireplace. 

A stairway at the rear of the 
room leads to a private upstairs 
dining room, restrooms and a 
foyer. 

A visitor to the foyer may do a 
double take: on the floor is a 
painting of a rug, with one cor- 
ner folded back. The “painted 
rug,’ which was Mrs. Schroe- 
ter’s idea, was executed by art- 
ist Kevin Therrien of Pittsfield. 
Therrien also painted signs for 
the restaurant. 


Salvaged mirror 

On one wall near the “painted 
rug” is a large mirror, salvaged 
from a former Main Street 
house that was torn down this 
spring. 

Many pieces of: furniture in 
the house date from the Victo- 
rian era. The stained-glass win- 
dows in the bar area and a 
second-floor stenciled window 
were commissioned to replace 
conventional windows. 

“We tried to keep it in the Vic- 
torian theme throughout,” says 
Schroeter, “The wallpaper and 


PROPRIETORS of the new Victoria Restaurant on 


Park Street in Lee are Mr. 
of Lee. 


the colors of paint are all in the 
Victorian style.” 

The restaurant’s cuisine con- 
tains a variety of French and 
American recipes, according to 
Kelley. 


Started at 14 


The head chef, who has over 
30 years’ of restaurant expe- 
rience, got his start at age 14 
with a one-day job at a Ham- 
pton, N.H., eatery. His resume 
includes stints at the Publick 
House in Sturbridge, the Red 
Lion Inn, the Holiday Inn in 


John S. Egan 


and Mrs. James K. Kelley 


Lenox, the Under Mountain Inn 
in Salisbury, Conn., and the 
Morgan House. 


Prices of meals range from 
$2.50 to $5.50 for lunch and from 
$6.50 to $12.50 for dinner. The 
Victoria is open from 11:30 to © 
2:30 and 5:30 to 9:30 on Monday 
through Wednesday and Friday 
and Saturday. 


The restaurant, which is 
closed on Thursdays, serves 
brunch only on Sundays, from 
11:30 to 3:30. 


- 
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HELIUM BALLOON gets passed from Lee Price 
Chopper employee Patrick Bassi to toddler and friend. 
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John S. mea 
The grocery store quickly distributed its supply of 2,000 
balloons yesterday, the first day of the Lee Sale-bration. 


| Pedestrians throng Lee streets 
as Ist Sale-bration Days begin 


“1, 


Notes 
and 


Footnotes 


unsunnnencnuat 
“toe 2 7F 
“THREE THUMBNAILS” 
doesn’t refer to manicures. It’s 
the provocative title of R.W. 
Smith’s new book about historic | 
Lee, which contains three , 
thumbnail sketches of the town. 
An earlier book called “Town 
Talk” also was about Smith’s 
hometown. 

“Three Thumbnails’ tells 
about ‘‘The River,” “The Moun- 
tain” and “The Pond.” The au- 
thor digresses slightly from Lee 
a few times, once to explain how 
Lake Mahkeenae acquired its 
more popular name of the Bowl. 
The original, perhaps Indian, 
name of Mahkeenac, was too 
complicated for the white man. 
Since the lake is mountain-en- 
closed, writer Catharine Sedgw- 
ick of Stockbridge renamed it 
Stockbridge Bowl, soon 
shortened to ‘‘the Bowl.’’ Near 
Interlaken lies Stockbridge res- 
‘ervoir which Smith finds started 
/out as Mountain Mirror, then be- 
|came Lake Averic and now is 
|called Echo Lake; no fishing, no 
| swimming, no nothing. 

* * * 


Ironically, Lee’s firehouse 
| stands on a tract once called the 
Burnt District. In 1880, the 
| Phelps Block burned, and for 30 
years, the site stood empty. 
Townspeople called it the Burnt 


District until the firehouse and 


By John §, Egan 


LEE — Hundreds of pedestri- 
ans crowded the sidewalks of 
Main Street all day long and into 
the evening yesterday as the 
first Lee Sale-bration Days got 

| under way. 


Merchants dragged tables 
from inside their stores out into 
the bright sunshine. Music from 
a calliope in front of the Price 
Chopper parking lot drifted up 
and down the street. Shoppers 
elbowed their way in close to ta- 
bles to inspect marked-down 
merchandise. 


A 5-cent ice cream booth in 
front of McClelland’s Drug Store 
drew customers in rows three 
deep, The Price Chopper had 
given away its supply of 2,000 
helium balloons by 2 p.m. After 
dark, a crowd of 300 persons 
filled a tent at the Tru-Value 
parking lot for an auction put on 
by the Tri-Town Rotary Club. 


Unqualified success 


By all accounts, Day One 
the Lee Sale-bration ma an ee 
qualified success, going beyond 
even the hopes of the Lee Cham- 
ber of Commerce, which organ- 
ized the weekend of events, 


‘There are people on the side- 
Walks on Lee again,’’ one 
Woman said. ‘‘Couldn’t be a 
More perfect day for it,” com- 
mented William B. Navin of 
High Street, adding that ‘“‘it 


looks like Con 
hers oaa ey Island around 


John Richardson, manager 

} ; of 
the Price Chopper, last night an- , 
hounced that “today went over 


So well, we thought we'd bri 
the balloon back ae = 


kane grocery chain’s hot-air 

a Oon, many stories tall, gave 
a Tides to many youngsters | 

Who gathered at a field across 
est Park Street from the Price | 


Opper bi 
ag etween the hours of 8 


balloon, restrained by ropes, 


Would rise to the level of 
sur- 
rounding tree tops, before com: | 


Friday morning. The | 


'ng back down to earth again. 


then to get the traffic moving. 


Acting Chief Edward J. Finne- 
gan commented that while the 
crowds weren’t as big as the 
ones that swarmed Main Street 
in 1977 for the town’s bicenten- 
nial celebration, “there was a 
big crowd for a first-time 
event.” - 


Today’s schedule of events in- 
cludes a tag sale sponsored by 


Richardson said the hot-ai 
balloon would be at the same lo- 
cation between 8 and 11 this 
morning. : 

Lee police were out in force 
manning several key Main 
Street crosswalks, to help stop 
traffic for the predestrians who 


dashed back and forth from one i 


side of Main to the other, and 
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> { Rold’a public hearing A 
9 '%230- p.m, onthe application 
“4. Jaines K..Kelley of East Center’ » 
‘yy Street for a 


3 will be in’a house sit 


the Tri-Town Rotary Club from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Tru-Value 
Tire Co. parking lot and a beer- 
fest- and wine festival at the 
same location from 4 to 10 p.m. 
There will be a chicken bar- 
beque at noon at Morgan Alley, 
and skits and puppeteers by the 
Berkshire Theater Festival in 
the park in the afternoon. The 
Mayflower float, the Iron Horse 
train and the Paddle River 


Queen from Eastover will be on ‘ 
display. 
Sunday’s activities include a 
pancake breakfast sponsored by 
the Tri-Town Rotary Club from 
7 a.m. to noon at the Tru-Value 
Tire Co. parking lot, a “Save- | 
the-Steeple’”’ road race starting | 
from the park at 11 a.m. and 
skits and puppeteers from the 
Berkshire Theater Festival ir 
the park in the afternoon. 
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‘> FORMER-RESIDENCE on Park Street in Lee is being turned into the Victoria 
_. °° restaurant by 
Bie oot pense,: “a 


chef James 


laste 


ES Nate Bay ‘ \ 
- New restauran 
(ype £ The Selectmen will. jast fall by Louis b. schtoeter o! 
pri 18 at Golden, Hill Road.\ 1.4.) 
in. eae? 4 Pp Ae TN 


nal ‘all-alco- ° 


K. Kelley: Restaurant ‘is applying 


7 err Ang! yd het 
‘Kelley; a fotmet chef at’ the 
Morgan Howse, has ‘been Wor- 
king on renovations to the. two- 
' story structure | for. several 
~ months. He asked the Selectmen _ 
Monday whether he could obtain 


ears bs 
mes 
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for seasonal liquor li-, * ° 
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t proposed in Lee: 
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licensé} allows ‘a - 
Ano} tt jeg _ Pestaurantte serve al 1 from. 
rane SS Apri 1 tod ie . es 
‘tween the Cumberland. Farms’ 
| Store and the the Tru-Value Tire, 
Co. on Park Street. The house, , 
: formerly owned by the late Mrs. 
Loujse ‘Hollister, was purchased 


LaLa 
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| making” in our mind. It was 


the big white Mooney house next 
to it were constructed. 


Lee always means ‘“‘paper- 


surprising, therefore, to read 
that powder also had been man- 
ufactured there, starting in 1817 
when a mill was built on the 
main street south of the bridge. 
The powder was used in blasting 
for the many canals being built 
around the country. Business 
boomed in more ways than one. 
Powder-making makes for ex- 
plosions; there were many small 
ones in the mill until November 
1823 when two men died in a 4 
blast, and the next September, 
five tons of powder blew up. 
Four men died, the building was 
demolished and nearby property 
damaged. The mill was never 
rebuilt. 

During this period, a second 
powder mill operated in South 
Lee. It stood on a brook. In De- 
cember 1824, it also exploded, 
killing two men. Rebuilt, it con- 
tinued until 1845 when another 
blast killed a man, and it closed 
for good. But the nearby stream 
still is called Powder Mill 
Brook. ; 

“Three Thumbnails” is on 
sale at the Village Country Store 
in Lee, England’s in Pittsfield 
and the Book Loft, Great Bar- 
rington. It was printed by the 
Studley Press, Dalton. > 
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‘a year-round all-alcoholic bever 
age license. The Selectmen, wh ‘yh 
, are the local licensing ein \ 
told;him there are no year-round 
‘licensés available. = a 
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| Lee downtown backers 


see need for more jobs 


LEE — Downtown revitaliza- 
tion proponents last night sug- 
gested that the first priority of 
an application for a federal De- 
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development block grant ought 
to be the creation of more jobs 
in Lee. 

“The biggest and first thing 
this grant is directed at is jobs,” 
said Francis E. Foley, member 
of the Citizens Advisory Council 
for the town of Lee. Foley 
chaired the public hearing, 
which was the second of its kind 
this week. About 20 people, or 
five more than were at 
Tuesday’s meeting, attended. 

“In the past week, we have 
seen some our aeries decide to 
close,” said Foley in an appar- 
ent reference to the announce- 
ment that the Morgan House 
will close indefinitely this week- 
end and that Rossi’s Restaurant 
and the Victoria Restaurant will 
be closed for most of the winter. 
“Close to 60 jobs, through the 
winter and spring, are gone. The 
most important thing this grant 
can do is help create full-time 
jobs.” 

Three types 

Philip L. Dumochel, a grants- 
man whose salary is paid by the 
Berkshire County Commission- 
ers and who is helping the town 
of Lee in its application, said 
three types of grants are avail- 
able — a $300,000 single purpose 
grant, an $800,000 one-year com- 
prehensive grant and a $2.5 mil- 
lion three-year comprehensive 
grant. He suggested that the 
town of Lee go after the $800,000 
comprehensive type. 

Foley told the group that the 
Citizens Advisory Group wanted 
input and support from mer- 
chants. 

“What we’re trying to do is 
get merchants and other people 
to show interest in doing some- 
thing about a stagnant and de- 
Clining business area,” he said. 
“We've got ideas of our own. 
But we'd rather see the ideas 
come from the public.’’ 


LARGE MAP of downtown Lee is displayed by Mrs. Nora Boxer’s 
3rd grade class from Lee Central School. The map, which shows down- 
town area between Main Street, High Street, 


Foley and Dumochel ex- 
plained that the spending of fed- 
eral funds to improve the 
business area could result in an 
improved business climate, 
which would generate more lo- 
cal jobs. They each gave exam- 
ples of several projects that 
could be funded under the pro- 
posed grant. The examples in- 
cluded cutting back the high 
Main Street sidewalk into a 
series of steps and ramps, cov- 
ering the sidewalks with a layer 
of decorative brickwork, and 
planting of trees on Main Street. 

Peter Constantopoulos, who 
operates Lee Pizza, said a lack 
of parking spaces has always 
been a problem for Main Street 
merchants. Foley suggested that 
the town could use its own funds 
to pave a large area next to the 
Airoldi Building on Ralroad 
Street, one block off Main Street 
and put up directional signs 
pointing the way to the lot. 

Another possibility, Dumochel 
suggested, would be to offer 
some grant funds to induce pri- 
vate owners to consolidate the 
several lots that lie between the 
Price Chopper and Main Street 
into one large parking lot. Grant 
funds could be used to eliminate 
speed bumps, and put in lights 
and benches, he suggested. The 
two alleys that lead to the park- 
ing lots could be improved 
through the installation of a 
fountain, artwork or decorative 
paving stones, he said. 

Martin H. Deely, a former Se- 
lectman, said he thought the 
shopping atmosphere in down- 
town Lee would be improved by 
the replacement of the many dif- 
ferent type of signs with one 
basic style of sign. 


Integrated signs 

“One thing 1 think would help 
a lot would be integrated signs 
that are attractive and not a 
garish mess like we have now,” 
he said. “The only way to do it 
is to start at Lenox line and go 
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We need jobs 


on down to the turnpike.” 

Deely also suggested that a 
bypass was crucial to the down- 
town. ‘We sit here with more 
and more traffic going through 
downtown,” he said. “And now 
more storefronts are vacant. 
The traffic hasn’t helped down- 
town one bit.” 

Norma Maroney asked 
whether grant funds could be 
used to create more housing for 
the elderly in downtown Lee. 

Dumochel emphasized that the 
project, under block grant 
guidelines, would have to “show 
benefit for low and moderate in- 
come persons.” 

H.A. Johansson said the mer- 
chants themselves could im- 
prove the shopping atmosphere 
by doing things such as staying 
open on Friday nights. Johans- 
son, whose store H.A. Johansson 
5 & 10 Cent Store is one of the 
few Lee stores that remain open 
Friday nights, exhorted the 
meeting attendants to put pres- 
sure on the merchants. 


ter Street and Park 
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Street, is the product of 2% months of effort by the 3rd graders. It will 
be on view at the Lee Library for the next three weeks. 
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Philip L. Dumochel, at table, dis- 
f Lee’s proposed application for fed- 
alize the downtown area. Next to him 


\ The Berkshire Eagle, Wednesday, Sept. 12, 


is Marilyn K. Sullivan, chairwoman of the Citizens Ad- 


Lee residents discuss methods 
of revitalizing downtown area 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — About 15 persons 
turned out at a public hearing at 
the Lee Library yesterday to 
make suggestions on possible 
methods of revitalizing of the 
downtown area. 

Those attending also aired 
many complaints about eco- 
nomic conditions in the down- 
town business district. 

Purpose of the meeting was to 
obtain public input for an appli- 
cation for a federal Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment block grant. The hearing 
was sponsored by the Citizens 
Advisory Council for the town of 
Lee. A second hearing is slated 
for tomorrow at 7 p.m. at the li- 
brary. 

Philip L. Dumochel, Berkshire 
County grantsman, who is help- 
ing the town write its grant ap- 
plication, chaired the meeting 
with Marilyn K. Sullivan, chair- 
man of the Citizens Advisory 
Council. 

Dumochel said that merchants 
and town officials in the past 
had indicated three areas of in- 
terest for a revitalization proj- 
ect: the renovation of Main 
Street buildings, the creation of 
more parking spaces and addi- 


tional housing. 

He emphasized that the proj- 
ect, under block grant guide- 
lines, will ‘‘have to show 
principal benefit for low and 
moderate income people.” 


Negative direction 


“T think we’ve been heading in 
a negative direction,’ said 
Francis X. Downing, owner of 
McClelland’s Drug Store and a 
member of the Citizens Advisory 
Council. “It just seems in the 
center of town there’s very little 
life. I think it is important for 
the community to attract busi- 
nesses that will last five years, 
10 years or a lifetime.” 

One problem, Downing said, is 
that- many businesses which 
have opened up on Main Street 
have been ‘‘under-capitalized’’ 
and have not been able to buy 
sufficient stock to attract shop- 
pers. 

Francis E, Foley, a member 
of the Citizens Advisory Council, 
said that a greater diversity of 


stores in the downtown should ! 


be encouraged. 

“TI go back to this jewelry 
thing,” he said. “At One time, 
we had two jewelry stores. They 
both seemed to be doing all 
right. But they’re gone. We’re 


visory Council for the town. 


John S. Egan 
Dominic A. Biasin, chair- 


man of Lee Council on Aging, at right, makes point. 
Richard E. Sitzer, listens. About 15 persons attended 
the public hearing, held yesterday at Lee Library. 


not getting the diversity we 
need.” 

Dumochel told the meeting at- 
tendants that the grant appli- 
cation could include proposals 
such as improvements to park- 
ing, if it could be shown that in- 
creased parking would result in 
increased employment in the 
downtown area. 

“Another thing we want to do 
is make sure that no more jobs 
are lost,” said Dumochel, add- 
ing that he had heard reports 
that the Morgan House is closing 
this weekend, 


See allied story on Page 1 


H.A. Johansson, owner of H.A. 
Johansson 5 & 10 Cent Store on 
Main Street, complained that 
“the merchants have killed the 
town themselves. 


Crusaders. 


RACING UP COURT is L 
Wildcats to a crucial 70-42 win 


“Lee has the biggest payroll 
in South County,” he said. “The 
merchants let the business get 
away. They don’t do anything to 
get customers into the store.” 

Johansson suggested that an 
increase in diversity in the type 
of shops in downtown Lee and 
increased hours of operation 
might bring more shoppers back 
downtown. 

John Richardson, manager of 
the Price Chopper, said that the 
success of the recent Lee Sale- 
Abration was an example of 
what could be done if all mer- 
chants worked together. 

Other suggestions for improv- 
ing the economic climate of 
downtown Lee included the 
planting of trees and flowers 
along Main Street and the con- 
struction of more recreational 
facilities for the town. 


ee’s Sally Gangell, who scored 32. points to lead, the 
over St. Joseph’s. Jenny Brown (23) defends for the 


Charles Donahoe, 
well-known realtor 


+ LEE — Charles J. Donahoe 
dJr., 57, of Fairview Street, a 
well-known real estate agent, 


s. cal Center following a long ill- 
ness. 
Born in Lee, March 26, 1922, 
> he was the son of Charles J. and 
Hazel Delarue Donahoe. He 
graduated from Cranwell Prepa- 
~°  Tatory School in 1941 and Trinity 
2 __ College in Hartford in 1946. 
4 He operated the Charles J. Do- 
J nahoe Realty business here for 
many years. 
} _/Mr. Donahoe was a chairman 
/ “ of the book committee of the Lee 
Library and ‘was a former mem- 
_ber of the library’s board of di- 
rectors. 


He.is survived by his wife, the - 


_former Mary McCarthy; three 

sons, Martin H. Donahoe of 
‘Paris, France, Charles J: Do- 
nahoe III and Thomas C. Do- 
nahoe, both of Washington, and 
a brother, attorney Henry M. 
Donahoe of Lee. 

The funeral will be tomorrow 
| morning at 10:15 from Mr. Do- 
| nahoe’s home, with a Liturgy of 
| Christian Burial at 11 at St. 
| Mary’s Church. 
| Burial will be in St. Mary’s 
Cemetery. 
| Calling hours at Mr. Do- 
| nahoe’s home will be today from 
\ 2 to 4 and 7 to 9. 

Friends may make donations 

to the Lee Library Association 
| in his memory. The Kelly Fu- 
| neral Home is in charge of ar- 
rangements. 


ater ON, 
Andy Holden. 


™») 


died Tuesday at Berkshire Medi- © 


+ 


> os aM ~ 
; Pater S, : : ou 
. TY # 
%. 


SOR os 
~~ 


x 


CHIMES TOWER annive 


crowd that numbered about 75 at the observance of the 100-year- 


State Sen. John H. Fitzpatrick and Selectmen Mary Flynn 
spoke. 


rsary celebration Chairman Sherman Hall addresses a | 


old tower yesterday. | 
and John A. Beacco also 
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is di rdner Jr. of 
ALE MODEL of Lee’s Main Street is displayed by Orville Gardr 
he Fae Lee. Gardner, sexton of the First Congregational Church in Lee for : 
more than 40 years, took about four months to make the mock i a ; 
two downtown blocks. The model will be on display at the First Congregatio 
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CHIMES ringer Sherman Hall presses levers that sound the 
10 bells on second level of the Children’s Chime Tower in Stock- 
bridge. Hall is one of four residents who ring the chimes for a 


half-hour each evening during June, July and August. 


Observance set Sunday 


Photos by Kevin T. Knobloch 
TOWER containing children’s chimes is 100 
years old. 


Chimes Tower 100 years old 


By Kevin T. Knobloch 


STOCKBRIDGE — The 100th anniver- 
sary of the construction of the Children’s 
Chime Tower, which was donated in 1878 
by New Yorker David Dudley Field “in 
the name of my grandchildren living and 


dead,” will be observed Sunday after- 
noon. 


The ceremony will begin at 1 on the 
tower lawn next to the Town Hall on 
Main Street. 

The festivities scheduled include five 
chimes concerts, beginning at 1 and con- 
tinuing every hour, and a “few’’ remarks 
by town officials and local dignitaries, 
according to Sherman Hall, a member of 
the committee appointed by the Select- 
men to organize the observance. 

Longtime chimes ringer Alva Ernest 
Gray, 93, who rang favorite children’s 
tunes during summer evenings for 46 
years, will attend. A representative of the 


Field family is also expected to attend, 
Hall said. 

A historical brochure explaining a brief 
history of the tower and balloons etched 
with a picture of it will be distributed. 
Also available for 35 cents will be a cach- 
eted commemorative envelope, canceled 
Sunday, July 16. The envelope was de- 
signed by Leo Lincoln of Pittsfield, Hall 
Said. The balloon was designed by 
Primm ffrench, art Supervisor at Mon- 


ument Mountain Regional High School in 
Great Barrington. 


Members of the Children’s Chime 
Tower Committee are Hall, Pauline 
Pierce, Clarence N. Blair and Stanley 
Smith. 


In 1877, Field attempted to donate 
money for the tower and four chimes, 
stipulating that they be rung three times 
a day. The townspeople promptly re- 
jected the offer, 300 to 0, citing noise pol- 
lution caused by frequent ringing of the 
chimes and the expense of paying some- 
one to ring them. 


Field subsequently offered money for a 
nine-chime tower and an endowment — 
which still pays ringers $250 a year today 
— to hire someone to ring the chimes at 
sunset each evening. 

An injunction that the bells “shall be 
rung from apple blossom until frost in the 
name of my grandchildren, living and 
dead — a memorial to those who are 
enshrined in my heart,” accompanied the 
donation. 

The tower today includes 10 chimes — 
the latest an “A” bell that had been re- 
quested by Gray and installed in 1975, 
weighing 8,000 pounds. The musical 
chimes, the largest weighing a ton, are 
housed in a bluestone masonry and 
‘wooden tower 70 feet high and 16 square 
feet at the base. Once called the Mission 
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Tower, the bells it houses are cast bronze | 
valued at $32,000, Hall said. 

Renovations of the tower, completed in 
July 1973, included restoration of the en- 
tire top floor and new gold-leafed hands, 
cast from the same patterns as the origi- 
nals, for the four tower clocks. The Ki- 
wanis Club recently painted the tower 
interior. 

The towers’ first ringer, Simon Hof- 
mayer, was succeeded after 26 years on 
the job by Charles M. Jacet ~in 1904. 
Gray, who retired in 1975, followed Jacet. 
Today, the ringing responsibility is 
shared among Stockbridge residents Jane 
Smith, Thelma Dengler, Sister Dora 
Guerrieri, and Hall. A variety of popular 
tunes are played between 5:30 and 6 each 
evening from June 1 to Sept. 1, 

An 1878 South Berkshire newspaper ac- 
count said the tower “marks the spot of 
greater historical interest than almost 
any other locality in Western Massachu- 
Setts, it being erected on the identical 
place where the mission church was built 
in the days of the Stockbridge Indians 140 
years ago.” ; 

Inscribed on a polished stone above the 
tower entrance, now covered with crawl- 
ing ivy, is “This memorial tower marks 
the spot where stood the Little Church in \ 
the Wilderness in which John Sergeant | 
preached to the Stockbridge Indians in 
1739. y 
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a Sout LEE — The sounds of 


4 and Ji Lubrano. John eevee 
co-proprietor of the business 
that bears his name, greets a 
visitor and leads him into a 
small, book-lined room. 

Opened earlier this year, J. 
and J. Lubrano is a shop. that 
specializes in books, autographs 
and prints on music, musical in- 
struments, composers and 
dance. Lubrano and his wife, 
Jude, purchased the two-story 
frame house in November. 
Downstairs rooms are devoted 
to books and prints on musical 
subjects. The Lubranos’ living 
quarters are on the second floor. 

Lubrano, a neatly dressed 
man who wears spectacles, ex- 
plains that he and his wife have 
slowly been building up a collec- 
tion of ancient and out-of-print 
modern books on music. His 
speech is clipped and foreign- 
sounding to American ears. He 
admits with a smile that he’s a 
native of Sidney, Australia. His 
wife was born in Flushing, New 
York. 

Tall shelves filled with books 
line three walls of the room. One 
glass counter displays books and 
photographs of the Boston Sym- 
phony Orchestra and Jacob’s 
Pillow. 

Another glass case contains 
older, more fragile-looking 
books, some opened to detailed 
engravings. Behind the counter 
is Jude Lubrano, her hair pulled 
back, a scarf knotted around her 
neck,. 

The decision to open the shop 
was a marriage of mutual inter- 
ests, Jude Lubrano explains. 
John, who had worked in music 
stores and who earned an honors 
degree in music from Cornell 
University, has an extensive 
knowledge of ancient musical in- 
struments. Jude, who received a 
bachelors degree in liberal arts 
at Cornell, pursued an interest 
in rare books toward a masters 
in librarianship from Columbia 
University. 

The Lubranos, who had lived 
several years in Australia, de- 
cided to open a specialty shop 


that combined their two inter-° 


ests in the United States. They 


Ss. Bie pupils specialize in rare e bo 
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DISPLAYING a facsimile edition of a 17th century book on the craft of music are 
John and Jude Lubrano, owners of a new South Lee bookshop that specializes in 


texts, autographs and prints on the subjects of music and dance, 


decided to buy the rambling 
house in South Lee because of 
the village’s proximity to Tan- 
glewood, Jacob’s Pillow and the 
Berkshire Playhouse, and be- 
cause they liked the architecture 
of the 19th century houses that 
line South Lee’s Main Street. 

John reaches into the glass 
display cabinet and pulls out the 
sort of book that a music-lover 
would be hard pressed to find in 
an ordinary bookstore. 

He slips the clothbound book 
from a protective case, explain- 
ing that the book is worth more 
in its fragile original binding 
than it would be in a sturdier, 
modern rebinding. The frontis- 
piece shows that the book was 
printed and engraved in Boston 
in 1755. 

“It’s a good example of an 
early American book of hymn 
tunes,”’ he notes. “Often these 
were bound right into the back 
of hymnals.”’ 

He extends another book. 
“This is John Mainwaring’s bi- 
ography of George Frederick 


Handel (1685-1759). It was pub- 
lished the year after Handel's 
death. It’s interesting histori- 
cally because it was the first 
musical biography written in 
English.” 

Besides their growing collec- 
tion of antiquarian books on mu- 
sic, the Lubranos offer a 
number of facsimile editions of 
ancient works and a wide selec- 
tion of hard-to-find and out-of- 
print 20th century books on mu- 
sic and dance, 

Another room on the first floor 
houses a collection of prints, 
musical programs and auto- 
graphs of famous composers 
and musicians. Inside a large 
display binder are a number of 


programs from Skidmore Col- | 


lege concerts during the 1930s. 
One bears the signature of Ser- 
gei Rachmaninoff. A flip of the 


binder page reveals a letter 


written by Leopold Stokowski, 
the conductor’s signature 


scrawled across the bottom with | 
dramatic flourish. 

Besides offering books and 
prints to music lovers and col- 
lectors, the Lubranos intend to 
start selling to libraries and in- | 
stitutions, Next fall the couple | 
intends to produce and ship a 
catalog of their inventory selec- 
tions, 

The Lubrano’s shop is open 
seven days a week from 10 a.m, 
to 5 p.m., and at other times by 
appointment, | 


7% raise is proposed for Lee town employees 


LEE — Selectmen Chairman The impact on the town 


sible. 


an 


William M. Murphy last night 
3 recommended to the Finance 

Committee that town employees 
T be granted a $14-per-week raise 
; across the board. 


budget would be approximately 
7 percent. The Selectmen last 
week had proposed that the 
raises be limited to 5 percent, 
but Murphy said last night that 
it is “ridiculous to ask anyone to 
take a 5 percent increase.’’ 

He had indicated last week 
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that the plan was subject to re- 
vision. Purpose of the flat in- 
crease was to raise the salaries 
of those at the lower end of the 
pay scale. Lee’s payroll now 
ranges from $80 to $270, accord- 
ing to Selectman John E. DeVa- 
rennes. 

Murphy ‘said further that the 
town “‘is not the mill. We can’t 
afford to pay the people what 
they are worth.” 

Finance Committee Chairman 
Steven Iacuessa questioned Mur- 
phy about the desirability of 


doing a job evaluation for all 


town employees. Murphy agreed 
that it would help establish a 
fair pay rate and said that it 
would be done as soon as is fea- 


/ 


DeVarennes further explained .- 
the proposed 7 percent raise by \ 
saying that 75 percent of the © 
town budget is salaries and that 
taking 7 percent of that 75 per-- 
cent would boost the amount — 
spent on salaries by $21,000- | 
$25,000. t 

The Selectmen said that they | 
had asked department heads to | 
try.and keep operating expenses r 
at the 1977 level. | 


\ 
\ 


The Finance Committee 
agreed to submit the Select- 
men’s recommendations to the 
unions for consideration. 

The committee said it would 
use Jan. 15 as a tentative dead- 
line for ihe 1979 budget. 


| 


By John S. Egan 


E — Lee Zoning Board of 
peri Chairman John Piac- 
quadio last night told the Select- 
men he would schedule another 
hearing on the request by Pet- 
ricca Construction Co. for Cape 
Street gravel excavation as con- 
troversy over the legality of an 
original permit issuance contin- 
ed. 
: In response to a charge by for- 
mer associate appeals board 
member Raymond H. Benton 
that a permit had been issued 
without a formal vote of the ap- 
peals board, Secretary Pauline 
Pollard wrote in a letter read 
aloud by the Selectmen that “at 
the (July 12) hearing concerning 
the Petricea request for the op- 
eration of a gravel pit, Mr. (Wil- 
liam E.) Manion, Mr. Benton, 
Mr. (Peter) Biasin and I voted 
to grant the special permit.” 

Benton, who resigned his post 
on the appeals board last week 
after charging that no formal 
vote had been taken, last night 
disagreed with Mrs. Pollard’s 
statement. In response to a 
request from Selectmen Chair- 
man William M. Murphy, 
Benton offered to resume his 
place on the board, but only ‘‘if 
someone will retract the state- 
ment that a vote was taken.”’ 

Piacquadio, who had not at- 
tended the permit hearing for 
personal reasons but who had 
been named by Benton as possi- 
bly responsible for the permit is- 
Suance because his name 
appeared on the letter granting 
the permit, last night com- 
plained to the Selectmen, 
Benton, a group of Cape Street 
residents and media that he had 
been “‘slandered”’ by recent arti- 
cles in The Berkshire Eagle. 

“I didn’t have any wrong 
doings in this case,” he said. ‘I 
didn’t have any part in this 
case. I don’t know why my 
name was slandered in The 
Eagle or cut up.” 

Benton had been quoted in The 
Eagle as remarking to the Se- 
lectmen last week that Petricca 
had been given the permit 
“without a final meeting to 
Cover restrictions and a vote of 
the (zoning) board for approval 
or disapproval” and that “the 
Permit was given to them 
through the secretary or through 
John (Piacquadio),”” Piac- 
quadio, meanwhile, would not 


comment to The Eagle on the 
permit issuance or his reasons 
for not attending the appeals : 
board hearing on the permit. 

“T don’t see why they (the — 
Eagle) should add a little fuel to © 
the fire,” he said. “A reporter 
called me up and asked me what 
my personal reasons were for - 
not attending the hearing. I 
think that was uncalled for and 
unjust. I don’t think you have to 
slander me.” , 

Piacquadio said he wanted it 
made clear that he had taken no 
part in the issuance of the letter 
that granted the permit. 

In her letter to the Selectmen, 
Mrs. Pollard stated that ‘‘as all 
letters of decision are approved 
by and signed by the chairman 
of the board, this was done as a 
matter of course. I perhaps was 
in error in this regard as Mr. 
William Manion was the chair- 
man, pro tem, due to Mr. Piac- 
quadio’s excusing himself for | 
personal reasons.”’ 

“Mrs. Pollard did state that 
she did wrongly. by putting my | 
name on it rather than Mr. Ma- | 
nion’s,”’ Piacquadio said. 


List of restrictions 


In her letter, Mrs. Pollard ex- 
plained that after the hearing on 
the gravel permit excavation, | 
where she said members had | 
voted to grant the permit, a sub- 
sequent meeting was scheduled 
to determine the amount of bond 
required and to discuss permit 
restrictions. 

“I informed members of the 
ZBA (appeals board) that I 
could not attend the meeting as | 
I was leaving for vacation,” she 
wrote. “However, I gave Mr. 
Manion the list of restrictions 
we had compiled and the Pet- 
ricca folder. . . Within a few 
days the folder was returned to 
me with a hand-written list of 
restrictions and instructions 
from Mr. Manion. Since we had 
voted to grant the permit, I then 
composed a letter to Mr. Pet- 
ricca to the above effect.” 

She said that she resented 
“Mr. Benton’s allegations and 
implications pertaining to the 
Petricca hearing, particularly 
Since it'was the first hearing he 
attended as an associate mem- 
ber.” 

Benton, a former longtime 
member of the Planning Board 
who was named to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals in June, pro- 
tested to the Selectmen. “We did 
not vote for it. I’d like to see the 
other three members (who were 
at the hearing) here.” 

In response to a question from 
Benton, an Eagle reporter told 
the Selectmen that Manion had | 
said over the telephone last 
week that no formal vote on the 
permit issuance had been taken. | 

*The Selectmen asked Benton 
to meet with the three other ap- 
peals board members who at- 
tended the hearing and try to 
resolve whether the vote had or 
had not been taken. After 
Benton indicated he would not 
consider rejoining the board to 
vote on the permit unless Mrs. 
Pollard retracted her statement 
that there had been a vote, Piac- 
quadio said that another hearing 
would be scheduled. 

“Tl contact Mrs. Pollard and 
have her send out a letter to 
Petricca explaining what hap- 
pened and that there will be an- 
other hearing,” he said. 
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Petricca gravel permit issue 
continues to Simmer in Lee 
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Raymond H. Benton 


RETIRED CHIEF of Lee Police De 
tens as attorney Henry M. Donahoe, standing, 
reer. To either side of Boyne are his wife, Bar 


Se ee or mr om TT 


partment John J. 


John S. ial 
Boyne, third from left, lis- 


remarks on the 20-year-veteran’s ca- 
bara, and daughter, Amy. 


Crowd turns out to honor 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — Retired Lee Police 
Chief John J. Boyne got a rous- 
| ing welcome and then more than 
an earful of praise and good-hu- 
mored ribbing as 330 friends, 
town officials and former col- 
leagues turned out last night for 
a testimonial at the Italian- 
American Club of Pittsfield. 

Boyne, 41, who suffered a 
massive heart attack Oct. 21 and 
then received doctors’ orders 
not to return to duty, officially 
retired July 1. 

A 20-year veteran on the Lee 
Police force, Boyne became an 
officer in 1959 and chief in 1964. 
The Lee native had graduated 
from Lee High School in 1954. 

Last night, sitting at the head 
table with his wife, the former 


Barbara Tower, and their six 
children nearby, Boyne listened 
as a legion of town officials and 
friends trooped one-by-one to the 
microphone to offer their com- 
pliments. 


Faced ‘top attorneys’ 


Paul R. Collins, probation offi- 
cer for the District Court of Lee 
for the past five years, re- 
marked that “one task John 
handled very well was prose- 
cuting cases for the the Lee Po- 
lice Department, and he was 
bucking some of the top at- 
torneys in the county.” 


Collins remembered an occa- 
sion when Boyne and two. other 
officers went into a house on 
Goose Pond, where two heavily- 


AE A, 


Lee’s former police chief 


armed youths had barricaded 
themselves. 


“He went up there and walked 
in, and took them into custody,”’ 
Collins said. ‘John took it very 
lightly. I think it was because he 
took police work so seriously,” 


With Franklyn Sturgis, clerk 
of Lee District Court, acting as 
master of ceremonies, other 
town officials came to the dais. 


Acting Lee Police Chief Ed- 
ward J. Finnegan presented the 
former chief with a gold pocket 
watch, a gift from the Lee Po- 
lice Department. 


Selectmen Chairman William 
M. Murphy presented Boyne 
with a placque in recognition of 
his service to the town of Lee. 
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By John S. Egan 


LEE — The Selectmen here 
last night gave their verbal ap- 
proval to Donald I. Altshuler for 
a “resort permit” to add 72 ho- 
tel rooms to his main building at 

_the Center at Foxhollow. 

The 72 hotel rooms, to be built 
on the Lee side of the 285-acre 
property in 24-room units, would 
be sewered by a private system. 
The Selectmen’s approval of the 
resort permit application is sub- 
ject to a ruling by Town Counsel 
James P. Dohoney on whether 
the permit can include a condi- 
tion that would require approval 


of the private sewer system by ) 
- the Tri-Town Board of Health. ] ? 
Dohoney and the Selectmen ~ = 4 


were scheduled to discuss the 
permit provision at 4 p.m. to- 
day. 

While Altshuler had originally 
proposed sewering the 72 hotel 
rooms in Lee and and 160 resort 
condominiums in Lenox through 
a hookup to the Lee sewer sys- 
tem, he said last night that a 
July 20 decision by the Lenox 
Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) 


‘ By John S. Egan 
__ LEE — This town is applying for a $21/000 
_ Department of Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment (HUD) grant to study the needs of 
downtown and to develop methods of possible 
urban revitalization, a grant study committee 
told the Selectmen last night. 

The Selectmen gave their blessings to the ap- 
plication, an eight-page document put together 
by the volunteer committee in less than one 
month. The application is to be mailed to the 
Office of State Planning in Boston by tomor- 

- row, application deadline. 
“T think you did an excellent job,” Selectmen 
Chairman William M. Murphy said. P 
The Selectmen said they would send out let- 
ters to 80 businesses in the downtown area ask- 
ing merchants to support the grant application 
through individual letters to the Office of State 
Planning. 
A master list of the 80 downtown businesses 
as compiled for the grant application by 
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‘-—sLEE — A recently compiled master list of 


downtown businesses shows that 347 persons 
- _are employed full or part time by them. 
é ist, prepared to aid town officials in an 


-at the number of persons wor- 


to deny a permit for the condo- 
miniums had forced him to tem- 
porarily shelve plans for the 
proposed sewer tie-in. 

The Lenox ZBA, on a 3-2 vote, 
turned down a variance request 
to build the 160 condominiums 
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Lee board verbally approves 
72 new rooms for Foxhollow 


shortage. 


shuler had said. 


John S. Egan 
Donald I. Altschuler 
‘We've got to expand.’ 


this year. 
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_ Lee seeks $21,000 for downto 


Marilyn K. Sullivan of the Lee Chamber of 
Commerce, a member of the grant committee. 

The grant application was the first project in 
which town officials called on the aid of Berk- 
shire County grantsman Philip L. Dumochel. 
Selectman John E. DeVarennes said he hoped 
that the collaborative project was the first of 
many for the town. 

“T hope this is a long-standing honeymoon 
and we get $20,000 or $30,000 or $40,000 every 
time you write a letter,” he joked to Dumochel. 

FM ah flee 


The town of Lee was notified in early Janu-- 


ary that it had been named as one of four Berk- 
shire County municipalities eligible to apply for 
a number of $25,000-maximum incentive grants 
being made available to towns and cities that 
HUD classifies as ‘‘distressed.” The others in 
the county are Adams, North Adams and Pitts- 
field. = 

The state has a total of $250,000 available un- 
der the HUD grant program. 


zer Division of the Kimberly-Clark Corp., 
which operates four paper mills, and the Spe- 
cialty Paper Division of the Mead Corp., which 
has two mills and a printing plant in South Lee. 
Schweitzer employs about 650 persons and 
Mead employs about 360 persons here. 

The list of 80 businesses on Park, Main, Cen- 
ter and Railroad streets was prepared by Mari- 
lyn K. Sullivan, the Chamber of Commerce 
representative to 


on 64 acres of land because of an at a private system.”’ 
already chronic town water 


Altshuler had said that he 
needed to build the 160 condomi- 
niums to attract financing for 
the 72 rooms in Lee and to pay 
for the construction of 4,000-foot 
sewer line from Spring and 
Summer streets in Lee to his 
property line. Soil conditions at 
the property made the private 
sewering of the entire project 
expensive, and in some portions 
of the property, impossible, Alt- 


“We've got to expand our 
room facilities,” Altshuler said 
last night. ‘“‘We don’t have 
enough bedrooms to keep the 
property. We’re operating at 110 
percent and turning away busi- 
ness. That’s why we’re request- 
ing that you grant a permit for 
the additional 72 rooms. We’d 
like to build the first 24 rooms 


“We can’t afford to install a 
line and hook into the town sys- 
tem for just the 72 units,” he 
said. ‘‘That’s why we’re looking 


a local study grant com- — 
: ___-__ House has 15 winter employees and | 
a Fe Aj clude bE Alay ee 


Robert Hoogs of Robert Brown 
& Associates, consultants for the ~ 
-Center at Foxhollow, said this 
morning that a large subsurface 
sewer-disposal system for each 
24-room unit and a more expen- 
sive private treatment plant are 
being studied as possible meth- 
ods of private sewering. 

“We’re not commiting you to i 
any future sewer deal between 
Lee and Lenox,” said C. Jeffrey 
Cook, Altshuler’s attorney. ‘“‘We 
do plan ultimately to resubmit a 
plan on the condominiums to 
Lenox and try to work out an ar- 
rangement on a town sewer 
hookup. We’d like to hold to our 
original plan but now we want to 
build the hotel units in Lee first 
and the condominiums in Lenox 
later.” 

Planning Board Chairman 
James Burns, who was called in 
to the meeting to advise the Se- 
lectmen, said that “as far as 
this board is concerned, if the 
proposed private sewer system 
meets Tri-Town Sanitarian Pe- 
ter Kolodziej’s requirements, I 
don’t think there’s a problem. 


Constantine Constantinides, acting director of - 
the Office of State Planning, said this morning 
that grants will be awarded to cities and towns 
on a competitive basis ‘‘not before the end of 
March.” . 

Constantinides said the incentive grant pro- 
gram would be unaffected by a shakeup in the 
structure-of the Office of State Planning. Under 
a directive from Gov. King, administration of 
the HUD ‘‘701” program is being transferred 
from the state Office of Planning to the Execu- 
tive Office of Community Development. 

James L. Burns Jr., chairman of the Lee 
Planning Board and chairman of the grant. 
committee, said a grant-funded study of the 
needs of downtown would be ‘an excellent 


foundation for further grant applications” for 


funds to perform revitalization work, : 
The grant application iists six program ob- 
jectives: Cee | 
— An inventory of existing parking spaces 


___ Survey shows downtown Lee businesses 


Included on the list are the number of employ- 
ees in each business and the name of the owner 


Restaurants are also sh 


employers. According to 


eh eae eenee 


wn study 


ELE pote Pe eA 
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and study of possible parking improvements. 


— Development of a short-range program tl 
alleviate traffic flow problems in the center 0 
Lee. f ‘ 


— Streetscaping, signs and landscape archi- 
tecture. 


— An inventory of the use of space in existing 
buildings. to 


y 4 e 
— Development of a program to encourag’ 
owner rehabilitation of buildings within guide 
lines prepared for downtown area. 


— Development of a promotional program 
for the commercial district. 


The total budget for administration of ‘ 
study grant is $24,500. Besides the an 
$21,000 HUD grant, the budget includes $ ih 
of in-kind service from the Town — the is 0 
ing of office space in the Town Hall manta 
$1,000 of in-kind service from County grams 
man Dumochel. 


employ 347 


ees, and Kentucky Fried Chicken, loyees: 


employees and six to eight summer emP 


eight employees; | 
tore, eight emp 


By John S. Egan 

LEE — Lee public school. ad- 
ministrators and several parents 
who want their children to enter 
kindergarten next fall disagreed 
last night over whether excep- 

| tions should be made to the Lee 

school policy that requires a 

child to be at least 4 years, 11 

months old by Sept. 1 in a given 

year for entrance to kindergar- 
ten that year. : 

The areas whose children 
miss being old enough to enter 
kindergarten this fall by any- 
where from one day to 18 days, 
asked that exceptions be made 
to the rule for children who are 
unusually intelligent or mature. 

School administrators, how- 
ever, said they saw no good rea- 
son to change the policy that 
specifies the age requirement of 
4 years, 11 months. 

The School Committee, acting 
on a motion by member William 
F. Tyer, voted to take no action 
on the current age limit but 
asked that ‘“‘by the last meeting 
in August a program be set up 
to show what steps are being 
taken to address the enrichment 
of students in kindergarten.”’ 

Following a request from the 
School Committee at its Feb. 20 
meeting, Central School psychol- 
ogist Warren Reynolds, Curricu- 
lum and Instruction Director 
Michael B. Ronan, Superintend- 
ent Maurice J. Boulanger and 
Central School administrator: 
investigated the Lee kindergar: 
_ ten age cutoff and made com 

parisons with other count 
schools. 

Five of the school districts in 
the county, including Pittsfield, 
allow students to enter kinder 
garten as young as 4 years, 
months, according to a char’ 
drawn up by Reynolds. Lee an 


Nine school districts have a 
age cutoff of 5 years, Reynolds! 
said. | 
_“There were no recommenda- 
tions for lowering the age limit 
that we could come up with,” 
Reynolds said. 


mond B. Kavey, a former mem-| 


tion of kindergarten throughout 


force had “tried very determi- 
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Kindergarten 


Central School Principal Ray- | 


ber of a state task force “that 
brought about the implementa- ih 


Massachusetts,” said the task | 


nedly to have an age require- |7 
ment of 5 years by Sept. 1, but F 


i 


0 of mo i 
love re than 200 em- mer Muriel Stutz, h il- 
‘Ke at Packaging Industries, dren. icelel ee 


the politics of the situation did 
not dictate that would come 
about.” 

Reynolds said that, as a rule 
of thumb, “the older children 
usually score much better and 
are apt to adapt to kindergarten 
better than younger ones.” 


Better prepared 


“Teachers say a child who 
comes in at 5 years, 9 months or 
5 years, 10 months is much more 
ready for our curriculum than 
the child who comes in at 5 
years, 1 month,” he said. 

Lee Piekos, who has a child 
who will be 5 years old Oct. 18 
and therefore misses eligibility 
for kindergarten by 18 days, 
asked Reynolds and adminis- 
trators whether special screen- 
ing tests could be given to 
children whose parents re- 
quested the tests. 


“T’ve looked through your cur- 
riculum for kindergarten,” she 
said. “If my child has to wait 
until the following year to enter, 
what will kindergarten be for 
him then? My child can already 
identify colors. What are you go- 
ing to do for the gifted child? It 
just seems your curriculum isn’t 
geared to the gifted.” 


f A 
en: Daniel E. Brown 
Dervis 8 charged with the su- Brown and his wife, the for- 


\ 


a GG 


entry age 


Reynolds said that such test- 
ing would be extremely expen- 
Sive since it would have to be 
much more exhaustive than the 
screening tests for special-needs 
children. ‘‘And no matter how 
extensively you test, you finally 
have to come up with a subjec- 
tive decision on whether a child 
is gifted,” he said, adding that 
the task of telling a parent his 
child is not “gifted” is an ex- 
tremely difficult one. 


Eleanor Bean of Housatonic | 


Street, whose child will miss eli- 
gibility for kindergarten by one 
day, said she thought some chil- 
dren arrived at age 5 with ad- 
vanced intellectual abilities 
because they had been to pre- 
school for one or two years and 
because of their exposure to 
television programs like ‘‘Se- 
same Street.” 

School Committee Chairman 
Marguerite M. Tristany agreed. 
“T think some of these kiddos 
are much further along at age 3 
than we were at age 3,’ she 
said. The committee unani- 
mously approved Tyer’s motion 
not to change the age cutoff, 
pending the establishment of a 
program on the enrichment of 
students in kindergarten. 
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4 


debated in Lee 


John Reed j 
PARENTS Lee Piekos, left, and Eleanor Bean, tried 
unsuccessfully last night to persuade Lee School Com- 
mittee to lower minimum age for kindergarten entry. 


John S. Egan 


TRACT WRITER Errol T. Grant of Lee displays a copy of his Journal of Fu- 
ture Events. He stands next to a stack of some 10,000 copies of the religious tract. 
On top of the stack is one of Grant’s inventions — the “Caught in the Rapture 


board game. 
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30 Industrials 832.12 
20 Transp. 212.12 
15 Utilities 103.65 

Sales 15,100,000 


other kind, the ones that repair 
people — are having a busier winter 
than usual because of all the ice 
i the county’s roads and side- 
Wi : 


pends strictly on which side of the 
ledger from which you view it. 

Take the auto body repair shops, 
for example. 

At the Rufo Auto Body Co., where 
employees admit they have “been 
out straight” with work all winter, 
the comment was that “the roads 
are just beautiful — nice and slick.” 

And area physicians have resur- 
rected an old observation made by a 
surgeon who was asked if he didn’t 
agree that the weather was bad. 

“Well,” he observed, “orthopedi- 
cally speaking, no.” 

At Fenn Street Transmission, 
which has the American Automobile 
Association emergency road service 
contract, a spokesman said “it has 
been the busiest winter we’ve ever 
had.” 

* * * 


On the other hand, Joseph H. No- 
lan, Pittsfield postmaster, says, 
“This has been the worst winter for 
the post office I’ve ever seen.” 

Nolan’s forces have been taking it 
from both sides. 

His carriers have been slipping 
and sliding on solid ice for the past 
month and coming up with some 
painful injuries. The latest victim 
was a carrier who slipped and fell on 
Pomeroy Avenue yesterday and suf- 
fered a broken rib. 

“We've had a few vehicle acci- 
dents, too,”” Nolan reported. 

Berkshire Medical Center, which 
doesn’t keep a day-to-day tally on 
emergency room clients, reported an 
increase in the number of people 
being treated for fractures and 
sprains resulting from falls on the 
ice. 

The emergency room staff on the 
Saturday before last, for example, 


~treated 15 patients: for assorted. ski 


injuries and 17 for injuries sustained 
from falls on the ice. 

“This is the first time in mem- 
ory,” one nurse said, “that our 
slipping victims outnumbered our 
skiing victims.” 
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Whether that’s good or bad de- 


Icy winter causes damage 
both to cars and people 


ONE OF THE VICTIMS of the season’s slippery ice is Rich- 
ard Blache of Bradley Street, Lee, who fell down two days after 
Christmas. He is shown receiving his third cast. It is being ap- 
plied at Berkshire Medical Center by Dr. John W. Lyons. 


The AAA dispatcher said calls for 
road service stem from a host of 
causes ranging from frozen fuel 
lines, dead batteries and cars getting 
stuck in the ice and on the ice, to 
wrecked _ transmissions caused. by 
drivers trying to work their way out 
of a rut. 

Glen L. Rufo, who is managing his 
father’s body ‘shop, said compara- 
tively minor “‘fender-bender” acci- 
dents caused by skidding are the 


most common complaints reaching 
the shop. 

No one has been able to put a dol- 
lar sign on the bad breaks of this 
winter, but when the insurance com- 
panies finishing. processing the 
a tat it is expec eee 


“el getting numbers together is 
impossible. 


“Who counts? We’ re just too’ 


busy,” the AAA dispatcher said. 


Nick Costa 


ST 


sentatives last night gave their 
unanimous approval to a special 
town meeting article authorizing 
a $435,000 project to install sew- 
ers on Theresa Terrace and 
George and Marble streets. 

The unanimous “yes” vote on 
the special town meeting article 
came despite the lack of any 
recommendation on the article 
by the Department of Public 
Works board and a negative rec- 
ommendation from the Finance 
Committee, 

The positive action brought to 
a successful end a many-year ef- 
fort by residents of the three 
streets to push through an ar- 
ticle to install municipal sewers 
as replacement for the many 


, faulty septic systems on the 
. Streets, 


Lasts 20 minutes 


The one-article special town 
Meeting lasted about 20 minutes. 
Contracts should be ready to 
let out for bid in six weeks, ac- 


' cording to David Lenart of 
: Tighe & Bond, consulting engi- 


neers for the town. Lenart esti- 


Mated the project, which 


bo at NASC 
~" out for 


talk. 
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SEWER INSTALLATION proponent James F. Birge of Marble Street urges 
Lee special town meeting voters to approve $435,000 project to install sewers on 
Marble and George streets and Theresa Terrace. The sewer article was unani- 6 
mously approved by special town meeting at Lee Central School. 9 


Lee town meeting approves 
sewers for three streets 


- LEE — Town meeting repre-, 


involves the installation of about 
7,000 feet of pipe, should be com- 
pleted by Septemberor October. 


Bond issue planned 


The $435,000 will be funded by 
a $215,000 grant from the federal 
Farmer’s Home Administration 
and $220,000 in local appropri- 
ations, according to J. Peter 
Scolforo, DPW superintendent. 
The town’s share will be raised 
through a 20-year bond issue. 
Last night’s unanimous ‘‘yes’”’ 
vote provided more than the *4 
majority necessary to approve a 
municipal bond issue. 

The yearly cost of the bond is- 
sue to local taxpayers will be 
about 40 cents per $1,000 of valu- 
ation, Scolforo said. 

With the exception of the 
hegative recommendation from 
Finance Committee Chairman 
Steven S. Iacuessa, no one spoke 
against the sewer project. Ia- 
cuessa said the Finance Com- 
mittee “felt the funding for this 
project was not favorable. We 
felt the cost to the town wasn’t 
favorable.” 


Urgent need seen 


Several residents of the three 
streets said there was an urgent 
need to pass the article. 

“J don’t think it’s fair that we 
should be denied,’”’ said James 
Birge of Marble Street. “I can 
stand in my front yard and 
throw a rock and hit the sewer 


‘think it will come back to haun 
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John S. Egan 
ADVOCATING REPAIRS of Lee High School roof and locker room showers is 
Lee School Committee Member John H. Dolan, right. Behind him is Superintendent 
Maurice J. Boulanger. 


on Fairview Street. Yet I’m told’ 
I can’t belong to the sewer un- / 
less I pay for it myself ee 
hook in through a private sys- 
tem). 

“T find it hard to understai 
why the DPW put this article i 
and made no recommendation, 
Birge continued. “‘They wash 
their hands like Pontius Pilate. 


them.” 
$55,000 paid in taxes 


Stewart Dalheim of Theres. 
Terrace said that the 31 house: 
on Theresa Terrace had an as} 
sessed valuation of over $1 mil 
lion and that street resident: 
annually paid more than $55, 
in real estate taxes. Ronald 
Thompson of George Street said|. 
that septic system leakage from 
houses on his street was so bai 
that “‘in the spring and fall, you - 
can’t walk in the backyards. Inj ; 
a neighborhood with a lot of ; 
kids, that’s not a healthy situa 
tion.” 3 

No speakers stood up to dis: 
agree with any of the sewer in- 
stallation proponents. 

Thirty-five of the town’s 54 
town meeting district represen- 
tatives attended the meeting and 
voted in favor of passage of the 


oe. 
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sewer article. Attendance by xt : 
district was as follows: District es ee 
1, five; District 2, six; District 3), | “* “yo: 
eight; District 4, seven; District)| .. : rh 


5, three; and District 6, six. al 
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Robert C. 

T SANTA dwarfs its owners, Robert R. DuPont, left, and son, : 

seo of Robert Street, Lee. The elder DuPont bought the 15-foot Santa . a ca 
struction company auction in Anaheim, Calif., last May and then used a motorcy 


trailer to transport the fiberglass figure back to Lee. 
: : 


_ ByJohnS. Egan 


___ LEE — Florence S. Consolati, 
the author of ‘See All the gums 


People,” the recently published 


history of Lee from 1877-1977, re- 


ceived nothing but’plaudits yes- 
 terday afternoon from the more 
than 100 people who stopped by 
the Lee Library for an auto- 
graph-signing session and recep- 
tion in her honor. 

Yet the praise that meant 
most to Mrs. Consolati came 
from a sharp-eyed former critic 
— and booster — Lena M. Beal, 


English teacher at Lee High SoM 


School from 1928-1968. 

“T. haven’t read it all yet,” 
said Miss Beal yesterday, ‘‘be- 
cause I read it as though I’ve 
got to look at every word to cor- 
rect it. I could recognize Flor- 
ence’s style right off. It’s a 
wonderful book. The amount of 
time she spent researching and 
amount of time she spent inter- 
viewing people is impressive.”’ 

The 442-page history of Lee’s 
second hundred years, released 
_ to the public during Christmas 
week, was five years in the 
making. Mrs. Consolati, a for- 
mer Lee correspondent for the 
Berkshire Eagle and reporter 
for the former Berkshire Glea- 
ner, got her journalistic start as 
Lee High School senior in 1931, 
when she edited the high school 
literary magazine. The maga- 
zine had been started three 
years before by Miss Beal. 

“Her style of writing was 
most unusual for a young girl,” 
recalled Miss Beal. “She had a 
wonderful style.” 

Daughter Deidre Consolati 
says her mother kept the former 
teacher in mind while writing 
“See All the People.” 

“One of the things uppermost 
in her mind,” said Ms. Conso- 
lati, “was to write so it would 
pass Miss Beal’s standards.” 

The bicentennial history, 
which makes a companion his- 
tory to the 1878 Centennial His- 
tory of Lee by the Rev. C.M. 
Hyde and Alexander Hyde, was 
woven together from more than 
40 interviews with elderly Lee 
residents, and thousands of 
hours of researching back issues 
of the Berkshire Gleaner, back 
copies of The Eagle, and nearly 
100 source books. 


Children’s game 
The title, ‘‘See All the 
~ People,” came to Mrs. Consolati 


when she began thinking about 
writing the history. 


She explained that it comes 
from the children’s game that is 
played with fingers to the 
rhyme, “Here is the church, 
here is the steeple, open the 
doors and see all the people.” 


The front cover of the book 
shows the town’s most visible 
landmark, the tall and slender 
steeple of the First Congrega- 
tional Church, with three 
steeplejacks dangling on ropes 
from the steeple’s tip. The rear 
cover shows a view down from 
the steeple’s belfry to a crowd of 
local residents. 


“I knew what the title would 
be all along,” she said. ‘“Be- 
cause every time we drove down 
the street with grandchildren, 


cences by the author throughout. 
The topics are wide ranging — 
from Adam’s Apple (Temper- 
ance), on to Age of Autos, 
Blacks, Churches, Paper, 
Schools, Sports and Zoning. 


Surnames recorded 


The book’s front and rear fly- 
leaves show the surnames of 
nearly all the people who lived 
in Lee in 1977. 

One resident who waited in 
line for the author’s signature 
yesterday said he liked Mrs. 
Consolati’s candor in telling the 
story of Lee during the past 100 
years. 

“The thing that impressed 
me,” said Lester J. Clarke of 


all of the kids thought the | 


steeple belonged to them. Every 
time we saw the steeple, we did 
the little rhyme. I think every- 


body in town feels the way the | 


kids do about the steeple.” 
The organization of the book is 
alphabetical by topic, with sepa- 


rate chapters on key years — _ 
1877, 1927 and 1977 — inter- | 
spersed through the text. There | 
are also occasional reminis- 


3 John S. Egan> © y 
AUTHOR Florence S. Consolati of Lee, left, peruses her new bicentennial history 

of the town of Lee with her former Lee High School English teacher, Lena Beal. The 
book, “See All the People,”’ traces the town’s history from 1877-1977. 


South Lee, ‘“‘was that she didn’t 
gloss over the past — there were 
a bunch of reprobates and bigots 
in around in those days. And she 
didn’t give undue credit to the 
present — to give the impression 
that we’re a bunch of angels. 

“She didn’t try to make any- 
thing better or prettier than it 
was,” 


Paid $1,000 


“This has been her life for the 
past five years,” said daughter 
Deidre, as her mother continued 
signing copy after copy of the 
history. The work was obviously 
a labor of love. Mrs. Consolati is 
being paid $1,000 for her work. 
Deidre’s services as an editor 
were voluntary. 

Three thousand copies of the 
books were ordered by the 
town’s Bicentennial History 
Committee, including 1,500 hard- 
cover and 1,500 softcover edi- 
tions. As of last Friday, a total 
of 1,585 copies had been sold, ac- 
cording to Charlotte Davis of the 
history committee. 

Copies are still on sale at the 
Lee Newsroom and McClelland’s 
Drug Store on Main Street. 
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MAP of Upper Goose Pond in Tyringham and Lee is subject of discussion by Tyr- 
ingham Selectmen, Chairman Robert K. Clark, holding map. Lee Selectmen Chair- 
man William M. Murphy, at right, looks on. Listening are Robert L. Herbst, left, 
assistant secretary of the Department of the Interior, and Richard EK. Kendall, com- 
missioner of the state Department of Environmental Management. The four were 
part of a group of federal, state and local officials who traveled to Upper Goose 


Pond Saturday for a visual inspection. 


a 


20 journey over Goose Pond 
to view proposed aquisition 


By John S, Egan 


LEE — About 20 federal, state and local offi- 
cials and outdoor enthusiasts donned parkas 
and boots early Saturday morning to hike or 
ski the length of Lower Goose Pond to take a 
look at the National Park Service’s newest pro- 
posed acquisition — about 600 acres of undeve- 
loped land in Lee and Tyringham surrounding 
Upper Goose Pond. 

The announcement of plans to acquire land 
Surrounding the remote body of water was 
made officially at the Red Lion Inn Friday 
night by Robert L. Herbst, assistant Secretary 
of the Interior. 

_The proposed acquistion is part of a $4 mil- 
lion effort by state and federal agencies to pur- 
chase land on either side of the 75.3-mile length 
of the Appalachian Trail that winds through 
Berkshire County. The acqusition includes the 
land surrounding Upper Goose Pond and a sec- 


tion of the Appalachian Trail that passes 
nearby. 

The tract has been characterized by Robert 
Proudman, trail supervisor for the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, as ‘“‘a remarkable piece of land 
that would be of great benefit to the citizens of 
Berkshire County.’’ While there are many va- 
cation homes on the shores of Lower Goose 
Pond, there are only a couple of structures on 
Upper Goose. 

George S. Wislocki, executive director of the 
Berkshire Natural Resources Council, organ- 
ized the trek across the ice to Upper Goose Sat- 
urday. Other officials included:Herbst, Richard 
E, Kendall, commissioner of the state Depart- 
ment of Environmental Management, Thomas 
J. Deans, executive director of the Appalachian 
Mountain Club, Lee Selectmen Chairman Wil- 
liam M. Murphy and Tyringham Selectmen 
Chairman Robert Clark. 


oon 


NEW CITIZEN, Soo-Ja Wyrzykowski of South Lee, 
raises her hand in naturalization ceremony. Her father, 


By Gerald B. 0’Connor 


Soo-Ja Wyrzykowski arrived 
in South Lee two days before 
Christmas in 1976, a Korean or- 
phan adopted by Werner and Ok 
Ja Wyrzykowski after a wait of 
more than two years. 


~-This morning in Berkshire 


County Superior »Court, Soo-Ja 
became a US. citizen, raising 
her right hand cautiously as As- 
sistant Clerk-of Courts Deborah 
Capeless read the oath of citi- 
zenship. 

For her parents, Soo-Ja’s nat- 
uralization was exciting for 
three reasons. Each of them had 
raised their right hands ‘to re- 
peat the same oath in the same 
courtroom, Werner in 1963, and 
Ok Ja in 1964. 

Werner, now a custodian at 


- a 


the Lee Savings Bank, came to 
this country from East Berlin, 
Germany, while Ok Ja came 
from Taegu, Korea. They met in 
Seoul, Korea, when Werner was 
there as a soldier and now live 
on Pine Street in South Lee. 


Total of 15 


Soo-Ja, 612, was one of three 
children naturalized this morn- 
ing and one of 15 persons over- 
all. “Judge William W. Simons 
welcomed them to their new 
status, and members of the 
Peace Party chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Rev- 
olution gave them flags and re- 
freshments afterward. 

The youngest of the children 
was Jung Frederick Pryjma, a 
2-year-old Korean boy, son of 


Kagle 


Pittsfield, Massachusetts, Wednesday, March 21, 1979. 


Werner, raises .and beside 


Joel Librizzi 


her. Fifteen foreign-born 


persons, including three children, became citizens. 


Adopted Korean child follows 


parents’ path to citizenship 


Philip and Maureen Pryjma of 
Monument Valley Road, Great 
Barrington. 


- Bindy Lyn Crouch from Viet- 
nam, who received her citizen- 
ship this morning as well, is 4 


_ and. the daughter of Keith and 


Judy Crouch of 78 Somerset 
Ave.; Pittsfield. 


Others were Edward Ciara of 


21 Bellview Ave., Adams, a na- | 


tive of Poland; Sharon Bode 
Corliss of 857 Main St., Dalton, a | 
native of England, and El | 
Badaoui Chidiae Khoury of 284 | 
North Main St., Lanesboro, a na- 
tive of Lebanon. 


Others, all from Pittsfield, | 
were Waltraud Myers, 81 Pol- 
lock Ave., from Germany; Dr. | 
Jayashree Kankesh Shroff, Colo- 
nial Gardens, from India, and 


Cecilia Mendes Santos, 94 Sadler 
Ave., and Abilio Santos, 25 Hill- 
side Ave., both from Portugal. 

Also, Giovanni DiGirolamo, 
635 East St.; Giovanni Trotta, 56 
Chickering St.; Dante Arthur 
and Tina D’Aniello, both of. 15 
Goodrich. St., and Maria Sapo- 
rito, 14 Saratoga Drive, all from 
Italy. 
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LEE — A crowd of Lee residents lined 
up well before 9 on Saturday morning at 
the old East Lee School to get a chance 
at the old wooden desks that were being 
given away for free. 
In less than an hour, all of the 180-odd 
desks and chairs were gone. 
“They went like crazy,” said Superin- 


~ si6 


CLO 
has been 


QUEUE of Lee residents lines up in front of old East ~ 
Lee School for a give-away of used Lee School Depart- 
ment desks and chairs. The School Department, in an 


SING of Lee’s First United Methodist Church 
Tecommefided by parishioners’ study com- 


Lee Methodist 


urges church 


tendent Maurice J. Boulanger, who 
snagged a couple of desks for his family. 
The School Department announced two 
weeks ago it would give away to Lee resi- 
dent, on a first come, first serve basis, 
all wooden desks and chairs stored in the 
East Lee School, which closed in Septem- 
ber 1977. Each resident would be eligible 


Barbara Guttormsen 


effort to clean out the former school, offered desks to 
residents on a first come, first serve basis Saturday. 


Offer of free furniture draws a crowd 


to take away two desks and chairs until 
they were all gone. 


“The cars were lined up on both sides 
of Silver Street,”’said Boulanger, who ar- 
rived at the old school at about 8:50 Sat- 
urday morning. “There was quite a line 
out front.” 


study panel 
be disbanded 


- Tecords, Methodists also held meetings in 
- Various" schoolhou: - churet 
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mittee. The 80-year-old Structure is | i 
Street near the Central School. eceed an: Big 
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By John S. Egan 


‘LEE — The Selectmen Mon- 
day night agreed to apply for a 
$25,000 Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) 
grant being made available to 
towns and cities that HUD clas- 
Sifies as ‘‘distressed.”’ 

Lee is one of four Berkshire 
County municipalities to be so 
classified in HUD’s listing of 59 
“distressed” towns and cities in 
Massachusetts..The others in the 
county are Adams, North 
Adams and Pittsfield. The grant 
could be used to help revitalize 
the downtown, preserve build- 
ings or stabilize neighborhoods. 

The “distressed” criteria are 
based on factors such as levels 
of unemployment, age of hous- 
ing and population decline. Con- 
stantine Constantinides, acting 
director of state planning, said 
this morning that HUD had for- 


warded to state officials break- 


downs of “distressed’’ criteria 


‘on a per-city basis but that there 


was no such breakdown for ‘“‘dis- 
tressed”’ towns. 

The HUD grants will be 
awarded to Massachusetts towns 
and cities on a competitive 
basis, Constantinides said. The 
state will have a total of $250,000 
available under the program, 
called the HUD 701 Incentive 
Program. The maximum award 
to a city or town will be $25,000. 
There are no local matching 
funds required. Application 
deadline is Feb. 15. 

The Selectmen Monday said 
they would invite Berkshire 
County grant-writer Philip 
Dumouchel to help them pre- 
pare a grant application. 

“The Chamber of Commerce 
has mentioned a study of down- 
town’s needs,” said Selectman 
“We're 
talking about trying to get a 
grant to study the same kind of 
things — downtown development 
and encouragement to busi- 


“ness.” 


Revitalization 

The notification letter from 
the state director of planning, 
DeVarennes said, lists “revitali- 
zation of the downtown center, 
preservation and stabilization of 
neighborhoods. and adaptive 
reuse of older buildings” as 
three of the six major areas for 
application of HUD Incentive 
Program funds. 

An attachment to the notifica- 


tion letter gives a general break- 
down of different factors that 
might qualify a town or city as 
“distressed,” as defined by fed- 
eral guidelines. The factors in- 
clude the age of housing based 
upon the amount produced prior 


Bvailable to ‘distressed’ areas 


to 1940, per capita income based 
on a standard of $1,424, a popu- 
lation lag or decline based on a 
rate of 15.52 percent for the pe- 
riod 1960-1975, a rate of employ- 
ment of 7.69 percent or higher 
and a poverty level based on 


11.24 percent of the households 

below the poverty level. 
Constantinides said he ‘‘would 

assume’’ eligible towns “have 


met at least three of the cri- | 
teria” used to determine the fed- | 


eral definition of “‘distressed.”’ 


Mr. Ryan is elected head 
of Lee Housing Authority 


LEE — The Rev. Walter S. 
Ryan has been elected chairman 
of the Lee Housing Authority. 

The Housing Authority at its 
Monday meeting also elected 
Francis G. Fanning of Laurel 
Street as vice chairman and 
Marjorie B. Szewezak of Pleas- 
ant Street as treasurer. A Hous- 
ing Authority vacancy was also 
filled Monday, as the Selectmen 
appointed Thomas R. Garrity of 
Devon Road to serve out the re- 
maining term of Clyde Gleason, 
who recently resigned. 


Mr. Ryan, pastor of the First § 


Congregational Church and a 


six-year member of the Housing 


Authority, succeeds Frank P. 
Consolati as chairman. 
Consolati served as head of 


the five-member authority from 
its inception in 1970 until last ‘ 


summer, when he announced 
plans to step down from the 
post. Consolati had held the 
single state-appginted position 
on the authority. The secretary 
of the state Office of Communi- 
ties and Development in Novem- 
ber appointed Mrs. Szewezak to 
fill that vacancy. 


More elderly housing 


Mr. Ryan said this morning 
that “a need for more housing 
for the elderly” is one of his im- 
mediate concerns as chairman. 

“There is a need,” he said, 
“and not just for low-income 
elderly, but for middle-income 
elderly also. 

Physical improvements to ex- 
isting local housing to benefit 
elderly handicapped persons is 


© was elected to a five-year au- | 


parents, Mr. Ryan graduated | 


pansions, according to the new — 


chairman. 
“We've been told there’s no 


ae 
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more money for the big units,” | 


Mr. Ryan said. “They’re accen- 
tuating the small dwelling in the 
community. Of course, we're 
still keeping our plans (for the 


Brown Memorial Court expan- | 


sion) on the list.”’ 

Mr. Ryan first joined the 
Housing Authority in October 
1972, when the Selectmen ap-,| 
pointed him to fill a vacancy, He 


thority term in May 1976. | 
Born in England of American | 


from Yale Divinity School in 
1955. He served as minister at 


the Union Congregational 


» Church in Richmond Hill, N.Y., | 


the Norwalk (Conn.) Methodist 


~ Church, the First Methodist 


Rev. Walter S. Ryan 


another concern, he said. 

“This is a critical need,” Mr: 
Ryan said. “There are many 
elderly persons who come out of 
the hospital confined to wheel- 
chairs, or who are unable to 
climb stairs. The authority 
wants to inform the community 
there are lots of grants and 
loans available to individuals 
who wish to improve their prop- 
erty to aid the handicapped.” 

While the Housing Authority 
will continue to push for the en- 
largement of the 48-unit Brown 
Memorial Court, state officials 
have indicated there is little 
funding available for such ex- 


Church in Pittsfield and the | 
Scarsdale (N.Y.) Congregational | 
Church. 

He became pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Lee in 
October 1968. Mr. Ryan has 
served as past chairman of the 


Lee Council on Aging, helped | 
form the Pittsfield Council on | 
Aging, and served on governor’s | 


committees on aging in Massa- 
chusetts and Michigan. 

As chairman he will preside 
over all authority meetings, 
which are held the second Mon- 


day of each month at 7:30 p.m. | 


Cepacol Lozenges 24’s, 69¢. 
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at Brown Memorial Court. 


McClelland Rexall, Main Street | 
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John S. Egan 
THERESA TERRACE resident John D. Glomb 
urges Parker and other DPW members to reconsider 
board’s action on sewer article. About a dozen resi- 
dents of the three streets turned out at Town Hall last 
night for an informal hearing. 
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John S. Egan: 
LEE DPW Board Chairman David M. Parker ex- 
plains board’s reasons for not making positive recom-  - - 
mendation on special town meeting article to authorize : 
the installation of sewers on A Theres Terrace and 
Marble and George Streets. 5 i op ge. 
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BIG PICKEREL is displayed by grandson and grandmother who caught it, 
Keith A. Whalen of Stockbridge and Mrs. Louise G. Whalen of Lee. The 614-pounder 
was caught at Laurel Lake Monday. 


Grandmother, grandson land big pickerel 


LEE — A grandmother-grand- ner for bait and fishing at a state record pickerel weighed 9 . 


son team of anglers landed a depth of about 15 feet when the pounds, 2 ounces. 
6%-pound pickerel at Laurel pickerel struck her line. The — Trophy-sized catches are noth- 
Lake late Monday afternoon. ing new for the Whalen clan, ac- 


inches in length, was hauled up | her sons, Raymond Whalen of 
from the icy waters by 76-year- | Goodrich Street, Stockbridge, 
old Louise G. Whalen of Pros- : Keith’s father, said the whole 
pect Street and her 11-year-old _ family often spends entire Sun- 
grandson, Keith A. Whalen. days ice-fishing on Laurel Lake. 
Mrs, Whalen, an angler for Sometimes one of them will 
more than half a century, had catch a big fish, he explained. 
been out on the ice for more | Craig M. Whalen, Keith’s 
han six hours Monday when the older brother, caught the largest 
pickerel started tugging at her pickerel in the state in 1977 — an 
line, After a few minutes 8-pounder 

struggle, she was able to reel 
pthe big fish up toward the sur- 
face, Her grandson helped her 


Free Bridal Bouquet registra- 
; tion at our showing Jan. 2ist. 
pull the fish through the hole in The Marskandiser, florist and 
e ice, ; i greenhouse, Lee, 243-1364. — 
Mrs. Whalen was using a shi- | Adv. 


Pee 


The fish, which measured 27 | cording to Mrs. Whalen, One of — 
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| By John S. Egan 


| LEE — The Lee School Com- 
|mittee rejected last night a mo- 
‘tion that would have paved the 
way for a town meeting vote on 
| creation of a committee to study 
‘regionalization of the school sys- 
‘tem. 

School Committee member 
| William F. Tyer introduced a 
/ motion that the School Com- 
mittee submit an article for the 
annual town- meeting warrant. 
The article would authorize 
creation of a regionalization 
study committee. 

In a roll call vote, School Com- 
mittee members Tyer, Chair- 
man Marguerite M. Tristany 
and Mary Ellen McDonald voted 
in favor of the motion. Members 
Henry G. Greiner, Joseph C. 
Savery and John H. Dolan voted 
| against the motion. Tyer said 
that the split vote on the motion 
| represented ‘‘a negative vote.’’ 


' |Lee committee 
votes against 
regional move 


Tyer’s introduced his motion 
because of concern with region- 
alization discussions getting un- 
der way in neighboring towns. 
The Berkshire Hills Regional 
School District has expressed an 
interest in a move initiated in 
Lenox to have that town join the 
district. Voters at the Lenox an- 
nual town meeting will be asked 
to authorize the establishment of 
a regional school district study 
committee. 

“The request js being made 
because there is activity in 
neighboring communities on re- 
gionalization,” said Tyer. “It 
was felt that it would be an ad- 
vantage to have a (Lee) study 
committee know what’s going on 
around us. They would study the 
possibility of Lee entering a re- 
gional school system.”’ 

Superintendent Maurice J. 
Boulanger, who appeared to fa- 
vor a study, said that the last 
study done in Lee on region- 
alization took placé in 1972. Re- 
gionalization proposals including 
Lee and Lenox have gone down 
to defeat by voters in each town 


| several times in the past. 


“This vote would not be a vote 
for regionalization,’ Tyer said. 
“It would be only a vote to give 
people in the community an op- 
portunity to study it.” 

Superintendent Maurice J. 
Boulanger said he had discussed 
regionalization possibilities with 
Lenox Superintendent Roland M. 
Miller in the past. 


It takes numbers 


“There are all kinds of possi-- 
bilities,” he said. “You could 


| put Grades 9}and 10 in their high 


school and Grades 11 and 12 


|here. You could put us both to- 


gether and there’d still be a 
small high school — about 800 
students. It takes numbers to 
make course offerings cost ef- 
fective. This is the kind of thing 
that should be studied.” 

Boulanger said that region- 
alization of school systems 
“take years’ and that he would 
be retired before that possible 
eventuality. “But I’m a_ tax- 
paying citizen of Lee, and I 
think it would be a good study 
from a fiscal standpoint.’’ 

School Committee member 
Henry G. Greiner, however, in- 
dicated his opposition to even 
the study of regionalization. He 
said his position was unchanged 
from the last time voters consid- 
ered the question. 


Per-pupil costs 


‘*You want to look at per-pypil 
costs of regional versus local 
schools,” he said, noting that 
some regional school districts 
are reporting 20 percent budget 
increases this year. Greiner also 
disagreed with the contention 
that regionalization means 
greater course offerings to stu- 
dents. “If you’re talking offering 
three or four.language courses, 
maybe they (regional school dis- 
tricts) do. But we offer ad- 
vanced math and science to our 
students now. There are all 


-\kinds of college prep courses.” 
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SE ALL THE PEOPLE: In 
Lee, Massachusetts, A Mill 
Town Under a Steeple. By 
Florence S. Consolati. 
Studley Press, Dalton, 
1978. 442 pp. $10 hardcover, 
$6 paperback. 


Reviewed by 
KATHARINE H. ANNIN 

ACCORDING to the usual 
classification by numbers, there 
now stand side by side on a shelf 
in the Lee Public Library two 
books that could scarcely offer a 
greater contrast. 
_ “The Centennial History and 
the Centennial Celebration of the 
Town of Lee, Massachusetts” 
was written in 1878 by the Rev. 
C.M. Hyde and his son, Alexan- 
der, and it is a useful historical 


- record, laudatory in typical Vic- 


torian style. But for lively read- 
ing and a realistic picture of the 
same town, it is not to be com- 
pared with Florence Consolati’s 
vivacious new book titled ‘See 
All the People,” which picks up 
where the older volume stops to 
cover the second century since 
Lee’s incorporation. 

Because the slender white 
steeple of Lee’s old Congrega- 
tional Church dominates the vil- 


‘lage and has always reminded 


her of a finger game she en- 
joyed as a child, Mrs. Consolati 
chose it as the motif of her 
book: ‘‘Here’s the church and 
‘here’s the steeple. Open the 
doors, and see all the people.” 
With the subtitle ‘In Lee, 
Massachusetts, A Mill Town Un- 
der a Steeple,” the front cover 
shows Warren Fowler’s hair- 
raising photograph of the steeple 
being scaled by three steeple- 
jacks who repaired it in 1970, 
while the back cover depicts the 
throng of waving citizens in the 
park below caught by the cam- 
era of Paul Rocheleau. The dedi- 
cation reads, “For families — 
history’s hope,” and the endpa- 
pers record, in closely spaced 
lines, all the surnames that ap- 
pear, from Abbott to Zukowski, 
in the town census for 1977. 
_ Practically every page is illus- 
trated with one or more pictures 
that give reality to the people, 
places, events and anecdotes in| 
the text, which taken as a whole| 
show that Lee “finds its 100-year 
experience no better, no worse 
than that of Everyman.” 


* * * 


Five years of effort went into 
the book’s writing, of which the 
author declares, “It was never a 
dull task or onerous,” and “It, 
was fun. I loved it!” 

She gratefully acknowledges| 
help and support from her fam-| 
ily and many Lee friends, as she 
researched masses of material 
in the archives of many institu-| 
tions in the region, and from in- 
terviews with elderly and) 
longtime inhabitants. She ex- | 
presses indebtedness especially | 
to her daughter, Deidre, Who | 
had publishing experience to 
contribute as editor, and to her 
high school English teacher, 


ew histor 


|| The Pgople 


Jacket — Photo by Warren Fowler 


Lena Beal, who long ago recog- 
nized and encouraged Florence 
Consolati’s talent for writing en- 
tertainingly. 

Her own experience of 33 
years as one of The Berkshire 
Eagle’s county correspondents 
stood her in good stead as she 
sorted her vast accumulation of 
notes and selected and captioned 
pictures from among 2,000 sub- 
mitted to her. Everything she 
thought usable she filed alpha- 
betically by subject, a system 
that she eventually adopted for 
the book itself. Thus, the table of 
contents, filling two double-col- 
umn pages in the front of the 
book, serves as general index, 
listing alphabetically any aspect 
of life in Lee you are likely to 
want to refer to. 

* * * 

A random sampling of sub- 
jects covered might read: 
Banks, Berrying, Churches (six 
subdivisions by denomination), 


+5! 
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Horseracing, Irish, Italians, Pa- 
per Mills, Regional (School) Ski- 
rmish, Trolleys and so on to 
Zoning. Queen Wilhelmina of the 
Netherlands conveniently pro- 
vided the single entry under 
“Q” when she came to Lee with 
Princess Juliana and two grand- 
children to spend their time of 
exile during the war at the John 
Bross Lloyd estate. (‘‘The 
queen,”’ said Addie Aldrich, 
“was just like you and me. She 
didn’t mind if the kids kept the 
box of cornflakes on the break- 
fast table.”’) 
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Whatever the topic under con- 
sideration, Mrs. Consolati never 
loses sight of the people in- 
volved. What is called the “In- 
dex” at the back of the book is 
actually an alphabetical list 21 
pages long of the names of those 
citizens who were making things 
happen in Lee over the 100-year 


~ many successful performances 


some of their finest buildings re- 
ceives due mention, but so also 
does the daily life of immigrants 
who worked in the quarries — 
their wages, religious celebra- 
tions, the way they brought up 
their families. There is even 
mention of the Catholic priests 
who sometimes confiscated the 
pay envelopes as the men exited 
from the mill gates on payday 
so that the mothers of families 
would have enough to buy food 
before it all disappeared at the 
local bars. 
* * * 


Under the heading “‘Arts,”” we 
follow Miss Cora Carrington who 
directed the Lee Players in 


in the 1940s and 50s. “Cora had 
an artist’s temperament. Once 
while directing an Emlyn Wil- 


liams costume play, she lost her | 
patience with the cast’s inepti- | 


tude. Tearing off her elaborate 
court wig, she dashed it on the 
floor and jumped up and down, 
reducing the hairpiece to a mat. 
The awed players rated her 
spontaneous histrionics better 
than anything seen on the 
stage.” 

Most entries, whether two or 
10-to-12 pages in length, end with 
a concise updating to the topic 
to 1977. Many are prefaced by 
an apt quotation from a local or 
nationally known source, such 
as Eric Sevareid’s comment at 
the start of ‘‘Age of Autos’: 
“The car is King and owns the 
People.”’ 

The alphabetical sequence is 
broken four times in a conces- 
sion to chronology to allow for 
concise descriptions of Lee’s de- 
velopment at 25-year intervals, 
and there is one charming es- 
say, called “A Berkshire Calen- 
dar,’’ prefaced by 
“Sentimentally viewing the pre- 
sent in the hope that future eco- 
logists find Lee’s surroundings 
no less beautiful.” 

Also, Vaughn Gray’s map 
pulls the whole township to- 
gether, both geographically and 
historically, with his character- 
istic skill. 

* * * 

Mrs. Consolati disclaims any 
capability for writing a schol- 
arly work and hoped only to pro- 
duce something “readable and 
|simple” that might help her 


__|townspeople, especially the 


/younger ones, to appreciate 
| their heritage. She has achieved 
far more. It is a unique book 
|that would surely have met the 
approval of the late Margaret 
Mead who shortly before she 
died made an urgent appeal at 
‘the Smithsonian Institution for 
the preservation of records of 
‘day-to-day occurrences before 
‘they slip out of memory’s sight. 
Even if seldom considered news- 
worthy, they are important, she 
insisted, just because they hap- 


pened. 
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LEE KEY Club officers for 1979 are, from left to 
right, Treasurer Darren Murray, Secretary Pamela 
Wickham, Vice President Ann Deely, Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor John Scolforo of the northeast district of Key 


Lee High Key Club inducts 32 members 


LEE — The Lee High School 
Key Club inducted 32 new mem- 
bers at a dinner meeting last 
night at the East Lee Steak 
House. 

The induction brought the to- 
tal Key Club membership to 49. 


About 100 people, including 
members, parents and guests, 
attended the meeting. 

The keynote speaker was Wil- 
liam Songer, a Natick high 
school student who is the presi- 


dent of Key Club International, 


ee ot 
John Egan 
Clubs, and President Susan Haywood. Others, contin- 
uing to the right, are William Songer, president of Key 
Club International; John Chapin, governor of the New 
England district; and Bruce Black, all of Natick. 


which is composed of 3,700 indi- Scolforo, lieutenant governor of 
vidual clubs. Another guest the New England district of Key 
speaker was John Chapin, also a Clubs, Susan Haywood, Lee 
Natick high school student, gov- High School Key Club president, 
ernor of the New England -dis- Lee High School Principal Rob- 
trict of Key Clubs. ert Lucy, Donald Inglis, presi- 
Local speakers included John dent of the Lee Kiwanis Club 
and George Bagnaschi, past 


3 Post Office Sets New.£:'” 
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Size Standards July 15, 


PITTSFIELD ~ — _ Size 
standards for envelopes, car- 
ds and other pieces of mail 
will become effective July 15, 


the Postal Service announced. 


today, following a Salt Lake 
City, Utah meeting of its 
Board of Governors, - 

The _ Postal Service’s 
Governors also adopted a 
recommended 7-cent — sur- 
charge for oversized. and 
odd-shaped pieces of mail. 

The new size standards 
were recommended by“ the 
Postal Rate Commission in 
April, 1976 and adopted 
shortly’ after ~ that by - the 
Postal Service’s Governors. 
It was stipulated that they 
would not become effective 
until after the spring of 1978, 
giving customers at least two 
years tO _prepare for the 
ghange and exhaust _ their 
supplies of non-conforming 
envelopes and cards. 

The Governors directed 
that both the surcharge and 
hew minimum size standards 
become effective on the same 
date. 

This means that after July 
15, pieces will be non- 
mailable if they are less than 
3-1/2 inches high, 5 inches 
long, or seven thousandths 
(.007) of an inch thick. 

Subject to the 7-cent sur- 
charge will be first-class mail 
weighing One ounce or less 
and single piece third-class 
mail of two onces or less that 
exceed any of these dimen- 


_ sions: 6-1/8 inches high; 11. 
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1/2 inches long, or1/4 inch 

thick, f 
Also~subject’ to?the sur- 

charge are odd-shaped pieces 


> within the weight units noted 


above. The acceptable size 
ratio for such pieces is: the 
length must be between 1.3 
times and 2.5 times the 
height. 


here- are two basic ~ 


reasons for the new standar- 
ds the postal service said. 


The surcharge on oversized 
and odd-shaped pieces will | 


reflect the extra costs of han- 
dling them. Because of their 
dimensions, they usually 
cannot be put through letter 
sorting machines. The up- 
coming prohibition - on 
smaller mailing pieces and 
flimsy cards is based on the 
fact that they can become 


_ trapped in other mail, tear 


and jam mail processing 
machinery. And, as a result, 
other mail can be damaged. 


There are some exceptions | 


to the 
prohibition. If a piece is 


minimum-size | 


I 


more than one-fourth of an 
inch thick it does not have to 


measure at least 3 1/2 inches ‘ 


high or 5 inches _ long. * 


Thicker pieces, such as film 
mailers, can be mechanically 


culled from the ‘‘river’? of | 


letter mail moving through a | 


post office’s facing and can- 


celling equipment. Also | 


exempted—from all but the 
minimum thickness standard— 
are keys, identification cards 
and tags. Film cartridge en- 


_ velopes, -if lightweight, will 
"be subject to th 


e surcharge. . 
f z eke 1 
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governor of the New England 
district of Kiwanis Clubs. 


Kiwanis sponsored 


Key Clubs are sponsored by 
Kiwanis. 

Songer, Chapin and Ann 
Deely, vice president of the Lee 
High School Key Club, per- 
formed the induction of new 
members. 

The new members include 
Jane Babcock, Coleen Cook, 
Kelly Coty, Lorraine Coty, An- 
gela Derrick, Edward Dulin, 
Heather Foley, Dennis Gibbs, 
Michael Goodfellow, Anthony 
Haywood, Michael Herlihy, and 
Jeffrey Herlihy. 

Other members include Mary 
Jo Keenan, Ann Kelly, David 
Kelly, Laurie LaBier, Michael 
Martin, Chris Newsome, Linda 


| Newsome, Sandy Newsome, 


Kathy Poulin and Dawn Rozon. 


Also John Scarpa, Robert 
Scolforo, Joyce Spinney, Ann 
Tallifer, Beth Tourville, Patricia 


Tourville, Margaret West;. Bar- 
bara Withers, James Cast- 


egnaro, and Lisa Stohr. 


——— 


husetts, Saturday, August 19, 1978. 
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_ Lee dispute on day care | 
could create precedent 


By John S. Egan L'ltalien’s property onto abut- Department of Public Welfare 
LEE — Lik wball roll- ‘©'S’ Yards. Others said that the and private donations, South 
‘ = ig a v”, three-story Union Street house County Child Care pays Mrs. 
tween the operatoe cle tem, had been turned from a resi- L’ttalien and a desen otter tary 
| agile ee acd dence to a place of business. ily home-care providers 55 cents 
fics has grown to a conflict be- | Called Planning Board a ray ‘4 he we of the a 
tween state and local officials Some said the facility had not “"e" ° eligible working parents. 
over whether such a baby-sitting been licensed to operate as ‘‘a Problems elsewhere, too 
facility can be established in a day-care center.” The gripes Throughout discussions with 
residential district without any went to the Planning Board and the Planning Board, Mrs. 
| local zoning regulation or local the Building Inspector. L'Italien, South County Child 
__ Inspections. se Now, li years after its open- Care and the Office for Children 
___, The closing of the facility has ing, the operator of the Little have argued that a family day- 
_ been mentioned as a possibility People’s Family Day Care care home operation is essen- 
by the Planning Board, which Home is at loggerheads with her tially state-regulated baby-sit- 
holds that family day-care neighbors and local officials. ting and should be considered a 
homes are not currently allowed The Planning Board, which “customary home occupation.” 
in Lee because the town’s zoning has met twice in the last few “We have run into problems 
bylaw doesn’t specifically men- months with Mrs. L'Italien, con- with other family day-care 
tion them as a permitted use in tends that the applicable provi- homes in other towns,” said Wil- 
a residential district. sions of the zoning bylaw liam Warren, director of the 
But at least one state agency mention as permitted uses in a day-care licensing unit for the 
Official has indicated that such a residential district the “use of a Office for Children. 
decision would be fought in the room or rooms in a dwelling for «qT». hard for some people to 
cold tree ate precedent customary home occupations understand,” he said the ain, a 
fould trigger similar closings of conducted by resident occu- tinction belween family day- 
a other 2,000 ed eee pants, such as dressmaking, care home, which can handle no John §.Bgan 
pe ay aaa ae feeb a eats cone eat brs es ee time FAMILY DAY-CARE home operator June L’Italien of Union Street in Lee of 
In March 1977, June L'Italien nized profession.” : and a Bai cate ceten ehirns fers an easy target to 2-year-old batter Ryan McLaughlin, Looking on is Mrs, ) 
opened a family day-care home After a meeting with family- a facility designed to handle  L’Italien’s son, Robert. 
in a house on Union Street that day care proponents last month, large groups” of up to 90 chil- 
She and her husband had moved Building Inspector Edward M: ¢ren, inspected locally because of the napping space are required. A each day. 
into the month before. Briggs sent Mrs. L'Italien a reg- we do by statute require state’s position that a day-care fire extinguisher must be kept in She provides breakfast, lunch, 
Licensed by state istered letter informing her that day-care centers to conform to home is “customary home use.” the kitchen. Medical information two snacks for all children and 
; te a maximum $50-a-day fine could aij jocal zoning and inspection ‘‘Family day care used to hap- must be kept for each child. dinners for children whose par- 
Nex Ss aeeced aa gies be assessed her family day-care ordinances,” he said. ‘“‘As op- pen on a natural basis,” said ‘‘What we’re doing,” said Ms. aed Bet a is we 
- Mrs. $e = : : : ¥ d “is tryi that for e er hour she 
was licensed by the state Office 3 a ps tah ae by posed to a family day-care Ms. Kimball. “It used to be Kimball, “is trying to see that y p 


ich i initi itti ini i -welfare children, 

; e yas home, which is by definition a called baby-sitting. What we’re minimum rules and regulations charges non-we 

ri pata oe Tal a. by ele a court of law. residente ® trying to do is establish stan- are followed in a service that eee reats irom the, E 

; Paid = e six children at a Monday deadline The question of local inspec- dards for that service, because has existed for years and years, Path 0 . . A ioaar re 
time. tion has also been a bone of con- people can’t seek child care where there were no rules or the others and o 


i eeks ago, 
Because of her state registra- eo LSDE ZERO, g 


the Planning Board gave Pitts’ Chitiven ete een ottice for from aunts, relatives and grand- Toe a Thais doing a ie penne 
p F : e rianning Board gave Pitts- Children officials and Bri S, sed to. So “June (L’Italien) i : d ; , 
PT ot: Mrs. <fieig attorney Lanny Zucker- oie several occasions stated they'Te pociiy enlit ae from very good job,” said Ms. Kim- Despite the uncertainty over 
tink ‘it neces- man, who represents Mrs. that since the use of the Union people they don’t know. That's ball. what step the Planning Haat 
sary to notify any local author- | ttalien. until Monday to in- Street house had been changed, why the state established family A number of working mothers, will take next, William Warren 
dresatiat she had started the form the board in writing a certificate of occupancy and day-care regulations.” whose children attend the Union is optimistic that Mrs. L'Italien 
operation: Then problems with whether he will submit a PTO- inspection certificate were re- i f Street family day-care home, and state officials will reach an 
neighbors began. posed bylaw amendment that quired, Lengthy inspection agree, understanding with local offi- 
Residents of the other four would allow the operation of Mrs. L’Italien and the Office _ The Office for Children inspec- One woman, Carol Smith of  cials. Te 
907 on me Rai ublside family day-care homes by spe- for Children hold that no local_tion of a family day-care home West Stockbridge, said that clos- ‘Most ee beeen : 
ophirg ie te ot = 3 tek up cial permit. inspections are necessary. The involves a lengthy checklist of ing the facility would “work a have been settled befo 


F 99 ” id. “The | 
Zuckerman has yet to say nj ee : otential health and safety haz- great hardship” because Mrs. reach court,” he sai 
children were blocking the nar- whether he will file such a pro- Sere ay oay.care i 


7 road home was certified in April 1977 ards. L'Italien “charges far less than towns essentially have wound up 
hes ae b bal posal. by the Office for Children and Electrical outlets must be cov- anyone I contacted and for far agreeing with us. 
aco ee blaine of <The state really wants to inspected shortly afterward by ered. There must be a clean and better facilities.” A 


children* wandering off Mrs. ah 


compromise with the town, but Jrene Kimball, day-care coor- accessible bathroom. No space Throughout the deliberations | 
it looks like the whole thing may dinator for the Office for Chil- heater or wood stove can be lo- and debates with local author- | 


come to a court decision,” said dren in Springfield. cated in the area that children ities, Mrs. L’Italien has contin- 
; Linda Rathbun, director of Ms. Kimball says she never frequent. There can be no peel- ued to operate the family day- | i 
' South County Child Care. advises any family day-care ing paint on walls. Proper bed- care home for the half-dozen 


Supported through the state home operator to have a home ding materials and adequate children who are dropped off | 


order that all 
by a small fracture in t 
ing to J. Peter pale artment 
Public Works super! ree, 
Has residents awoke yestel day to i 
that water in their taps had become dis- 
id. Service to about 2,000 


lored with mu 
raneetinids was shut down at 7 a.m. The 
Board of Health issued an order that all 


wn water, as well as water drawn from 
he Spring on Tyringham Road we 
Glendale Spring on Route 183 in Stock- 
bridge be boiled 20 minutes before drink- 
ing. 
ile most local businesses stayed 
fe MP cuaeey Lee Summer School 
closed for the day. Several restaurants 
used water from the springs and served 
- food on paper plates, to avoid dis- 


ed at 2 p.m. 


residents contin- 


ay, many 
d to boil town water today, since the 


Board of Health order is still in effect. 


Tri-Town technician William S. Enser 


' said that coliform tests on town water 


were being conducted and that the 


Department of  board’s order on boiling could possibly 


remain in effect through tomorrow. » 
The break occurred in a section of 10- 
inch high-pressure pipe that runs from 


- tor.and control building above t 


the town’s upper reserv: 


e the 
inetti Reservoir. The line, built of 13-foot 
sections of asbestos and concrete pipe, is 
at least 20 years old, Scolforo estimated. 
He said it was impossible to determine 
whether the break was caused by a flaw 
in the pipe’s material or by damage dur- 
ing installation. 

“There was a whole lot of pressure on 
the line,’ said Everett J. Buffone of the 


Department employee Joseph Leahe 


were the break at about6a.m. 
“There was just a small crack but it 


was taking the pressure of all the water 


going into town,” Buffone said. 


The force of the rupture blew a 3-foot 
sliver of pipe out of the ground. The re- 


leased water carved a hole in the earth 5. 


feet deep and about 12 feet in diameter. 
By the time Buffone and Leahey could 
reach the break, cascading water had 
washed out several hundred feet of the 
road leading to the upper reservoir. 


Leahey said it took a 6-foot key to 
close a valve above the break and shut 
off water. DPW trucks imported loads of 
earth to refill the washed-out road so that 
excavation equipment could move a new 
section of pipe to the site of the break. 

The muddy water in the town system 
was caused by runoff from the rupture 
that washed into the lower reservoir, Buf- 
fone said. 


— 


shing. One local pharmacy served 
purse of from the same distilled wa- 
ter that is used to make prescriptions. 


ern 


a 
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LEE — The Lee Fire Depart- 
ment will start charging for its 
| Service of pumping water from 
flooded basements in all but 
A Miia | hon-emergency cases, Fire Chief 
) Ottavio B. Giarolo told the Se- 

lectmen last night. 
| . Giarolo said that this year the 
department has been hit with 
more calls than ever after heavy 
rain storms. Many of the callers 
are homeowners who have 
i chronic problems with basement 
' flooding and who have come to 
; rely on the Fire Department’s 
, free pumping Service, rather 
) than pay for the installation of a 
permanent sump pumps in their 

basements. 

To cut down on the calls, the 
department will start charging 
$5 per man per hour for its 
pumping services, except. in 
emergency cases or where the 


PIPE. section that was blown out by force of break in Lee water main is 


oe Emergencies excepted 
_, Lee firemen to charge for service 
_| of pumping out flooded basements 


could get out the vacuum and 


__ The fire chief said he hoped 


pumping services would encour- . 


=“ 4 eo. 


: Rape 
John S. Egan 


The Berkshire Eagle, Tuesday, March 13, 19799 


Static from the best part of my 
firemen about cellar pumping,” 
Giarolo said. - 

“During the last heavy rains,” 
Giarolo said, “we went out at 3 
a.m. and pumped cellars all day 
and all night. I never got to bed 
until 8 p.m. the next day.” 

In the past, Giarolo said, the 
Fire Department had used its 
three large pumps and four 
small pumps to answer requests 
from homeowners with flooded 
basements. “For years, it was [4 
public relations,” he said, ‘“be- 
cause we never got turned down 
in any of our requests at town’ 
meetings.”’ 

But recently, Giarolo said, the 
number of calls has increased 
dramatically and some persons 
have become more demanding. 
“We had one who asked us if we 


vacuum water from her base- 
ment rug,” he said indignantly. 


ROSS J hn ‘S * 
Lee Fire Chief Ottavio B. Giarolo =” 
“Getting an awful lot of static” 


the new policy of charging for 


age homeowners with chronic 
coding problems to install 
pump : Be 
ele 


for its work 
heavy rair 


Allied story, Page 26 
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4 10 —The Berkshire Eagle, Saturday, July 29, 1978 
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May 22: Warlocks motorcycle club ‘members follow 
body of member William Limburg, 


who died of stab wounds suffered in Tyler Street alter- 


aes 


SS ae a a mall ant aie) 


hearse carrying 
| 
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John S, Egan 


LEE MARBLE quarry’s new owner, Domenico Ferrara stands on wooden walk- 


way leading down into quarr 
ing operations at the quarry, 


% Marble 


By John S. Egan 


LEE — The Lee marble 
quarry, tied up for months in 
foreclosure and bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings, has been purchased 
for $320,000 by a Canadian stone- 
cutter who hopes to resume 
round-the-clock quarrying and 
finishing operations there within 
the next year. 

Domenico Ferrara, who owns 


bw) bees BBs 


_ See See 


Giacomo & Duro Stone Ltd. in 
Montreal, on July 20 bought the 
15-acre property and associated 
buildings on Marble Street from 
Nycon Capital Corp. Ferrara for 
the past two years had held a 
lease with option to buy the 
property from Nycon but had 
been unable to complete the 
transaction because of bank- 
Tuptcy actions and delayed fore- 
closure actions against the 
quarry’s former owners, Arthur 
Weiss & Sons of New York City. 
In the meantime Ferrara had 
done some quarrying and finish- 
ing there, under the name Lee 
Marble Company. He recently 
supplied the marble facing for 
the new addition to the Lee Li- 
brary. 


es wae 


y. Ferrara hopes to resume full-scale cutting and finish- | 
a source of hardest commercial marble in the U.S. 


quarry in Lee 
is sold to Canadian 


an established market for 
marble in Canada, he says that 
for now about 1% of the marble! 
cut from the Lee quarry will be 
Shipped north of the border. By! 
concentrating on production of| 
marble slabs for U.S. suppliers 
and ‘small construction jobs,” 
he says he will slowly build al 
U.S. market. 
The Lee marble quarry, first es-| 
tablished sometime before 1850, 
was for almost one hundred 
years a source of marble for fa- 


mous public buildings. It fur-| | 


nished 491,000 feet of stone for 
the Capitol extension in Wash- 
ington, D.C. between 1852 and | 
1865. Operated by the William! 


Gross family from 1867 to 1924, | 


the quarry also supplied marble 
for Philadeliphia’s City Hall, 
Grant's Tom and sit. Patrick’s 


oon 


cation. Funeral was held at Dalton Congregational 
Church with cremation following at Pittsfield Ceme- 
_’ tery. This photo was taken on Dalton Avenue. 
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ILLEGAL CABIN constructed in Lee’s Golden Hill Forest is object of Conserva- 


tion Commission concern. Commission members 


John S. Egan 


Ronald Smith and Deidre Consolati 


are at right. Stumps of trees used for logs are behind Ms. Consolati. 


| lite officials find cabin 9 3/7/% 
‘ 


the 63-acre town-owned Golden wilderness area. 


and fashioned into logs for the member Deidre Con 
cabin, located on one of the high “Someone cut a lot o 


” 


Commission. He did not know ter roof last week. 
ho was building the cabin. “The Conservation C 


crop in the center of Golden Hill said Smith. 


Forest, is prohibited. Cutting is | The Conservation Commission 
allowed by permit on the lower has not yet decided what to do 
‘elnnoc of the forest. The Conser- with the half-built cabin, Smith 


April 29: Willi i 
leges. Williams hosted the tent ted in May on Onotd 


ridges that run from the Golden down to build this shelter. There 
ill shelter to Navin Heights, have been reports of trees being 
ecording to Ronald Smith, vice cut at the shelter for firewood. 
chairman of the Conservation One that was felled hit the shel- 


Woodcutting within the 38-acre sion will call the police to make 
wilderness area surrounding the an arrest if we learn that some- 
Pinnacle, a 1,270-foot-high out- one is cutting trees illegally,” 


a 


Cage 


LEE — The Conservation vation Commission in June des- said. The commission may Ccon- 
Commission has discovered in i nated the 38 acres as a tact CETA workers to cut up the 


logs into firewood for local resi- 


“Hill Forest a half-built cabin “The Conservation, Commis- dents. ; 
constructed from trees that sion wants to point out the vall- ’ ‘ 
were cut down on a slope near dalism that’s been going on in Sewer Lines { 
the Pinnacle, a wilderness area. the forest and at the shelter,” Completely installed $3 per ft. ¢ 
About 30 trees have been cut said Conservation Commission Free estimates. Lee Blacktop 
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solati. COrP., Devon Rd., Lee, 943-1246. tl 
f trees — Adv. 


Sweet corn and other vegeta- 
bles are ready now! Ed Sad- 
lowski, 69 Golden Hill Rd., 
Lenox Dale. Reasonably priced. 


_ — Adv. 
‘ommis- 


$00 SWEATERS AT FACT 


BACK 10 SCHOOL 


Wool Shetland 


Crew Neck 
DILL QVERS 


oO $i2dlud ao 


was i Robert M. MeDo ‘ 
possible weather conditions made it cee, 


to cancel the championshi 
pionship regat' 
from as far away as Nebraska Aa one Bre 23 teams 


SEER 


~ FRIDAY, 17TH: 
i] CLAMBAKE 
4 i 12 Noon in Morgan Alley by The Morgan 
Hh House 
i AUCTION 
i} Preview 5:30 P.M. — Sale 7:30 P.M. — 
: Tru-Value Parking Lot — by Louis 
i Carpresso 
| CALLIOPE 
} from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M. 
HELIUM BALLOONS 
from 3 to 8 P.M. 
SKITS AND PUPPETEERS 
in afternoon, by Berkshire Theatre 
Festival 
EASTOVER MAYFLOWER FLOAT 
Park Plaza 


Salebration Days. Register for free chances 
at participating stores to win a gift: 3-day 
weekend Dufour tour for two!! Boston Red 
Sox vs. Baltimore Orioles, Sept. 14-16. Gift 
sponsored by Dufour Brothers, Inc 


SATURDAY, 18TH: SUNDAY, 19TH: 


TAG SALE PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

9 A.M. to 1 P.M. Tru-Value Parking Lot 7 A.M. Tru-Value Parking Lot by Rotary 
by Rotary Club Club 

BEERFEST MUSIC 


4 P.M. to 10 P.M. Tru-Value Parking Lot 
by Rotary Club 


DIXIELAND BAND 


3 “CHURCHES” BAKE SALE 
Congregational Church Lawn 
CHICKEN BARBEQUE 

12 Noon in the Morgan Alley by The 
Morgan House 


“Body Charms” 
12 Noon to 5 P.M. in the Park by Hair 
Again LTD 

BLACKSMITH DEMONSTRATION 
12 Noon to 5 P.M. in the Park 


DOG OBEDIENCE DEMONSTRATION 
2 P.M. in the Park by Little Creek 
Kennels 

Flea Market in the Park 


OLD FASHIONED MELODRAMA 
8 P.M. in the Park by Lee Art Center 


Skits and Puppeteers 
in afternoon, by Berkshire 
Theatre Festival 


by Larry Piekos 


SKITS AND PUPPETEERS 
in afternoon, by Berkshire Theatre 
Festival 


ALL WEEK! 


GIGANTIC 
TENT SALE 


AUGUST 14 THRU 18 
IN THE 
PRICE CHOPPER PARKING LOT! 


Event sponsored by the Lee Chamber of Commerce 


ee 


UPI 
April 26: Former Pittsfield Mayor Evan S. Dobelle 
and his wife Edith smile at White House session at 
which President Carter announced Dobelle’s ap- 
pointment as Democratic National Committee treas- 


| urer and Mrs. Dobelle’s appointment to replace her 
husband as chief of protocol of United States. 2 


Dorothy W. Chapman 


June 25: Rowena Humphrey, named Miss Massa- 
chusetts, signs autographs at party given her by her 
hometown of Worthington. Miss Humphrey later rep- 1 
resented state in national Miss America contest. | 


oad oe. 


July 6: Fresh Air chi | 
; nt, hildren gath i Stephen Fay | 
City awaitin . en gather at Port Authority Bus Terminal i | 
g buses that, will take them to the Berkshires. Some are the fetpeet | 
| F | - me a 
Hi ‘ Mark Mitchel 
CERIO OMONS TE. CAM Uk te Rene Drury coach Irene Bianchi displays troph 
we i lketball Oe tpinan in “ha Division 2 women’s ‘a 
: Ip by beating West 
|Drury was first county distaff team to win sate title 


a 


Jan. 19; Big N di 
: iscount in Pittsfi x 
store in Pittsfield Plaza Neisner Brothers, In Stephen Hawkins 


shopping center opens its goi 
pens its going-out-of-business sale Housatonic Street ae Store had opened at West 


under plan approved b : 
y federal bankruptcy court for plaza without a majo rien ta Closing left shopping 


"| 


{ 


See 
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Feb. 28: Lenox Memorial High School team wins first 
Berkshire County basketball championship in school’s 
history with 54-49 victory over Drury. Eric Taylor, who 
scored 11 baskets, removes strings from hoop in vic- 
tory celebration. Taylor hauled down 26 rebounds. 


fae ti reat aa 


: : en : Mark Mitchell 
eb. 20: M.W. Stedman rake factory, Tyringham business founded in 1827, is de- 
stroyed by early morning fire. Town later voted to buy the site and the accom- 


panying water rights to Hop Brook. Town has expressed intent to replace form 
dam that created a millpond, and to otherwise tuiprere the site. © : ie 


Stephen Hawkins 


eens 


Ralph E. Brown 


¥ Feb. 14: William W. Simons, center, is invested as judge of the Superior Court. At 
left is fellow Superior Court Judge Charles R. Alberti. At right is Robert M. Bonin, 
who resigned as chief justice of the Superior Court in August after censure by the 
state Supreme Court on misconduct charges. Legislature had voted for his removal. 


fu RIGHE colts Mn 
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Mark Mitchell 
Sept. 16: Plant tour highlights General Electric’s cel- than 30,000 attended ‘Family. Day,” which opened up 
ebration of its 75th anniversary in Pittsfield and the nearly all GE shops for viewing. This is in the power 
centennial observance of GE’s corporate birth. More —_ transformer department. 
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: Stephen Hawkins 
Dec. 14: New plan for proposed Pyramid mall in government has delayed its decision on whether to pro- 
downtown Pittsfield includes retention of building (A). vide the nearly $25 million the city is seeking from that 
Plan, however, is now in limbo because the federal source for the $149 million mall. 


3° 
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Dec. 28: Carman C. Massimiano, right is sworn i F Joel Librizzi 
j z ? ’ In a 3 
shire County by Gov. Michael S. Dul en S new sheriff of Berk 


Mark Mite 
Aug. 6: Rain falls on two-hour-long Adams bicentennial parade, but it drew some 
10,000 spectators anyway, This hardy contingent is Charlton (N.Y.) Militia Fife andi 
Drum Corps. Parade marked conclusion of town’s centennial celebration. : 


Patricia Mullin 


July 22: Melvin's Pharmacy, a Great Barrington landmark and a retail phenome- 
non, is destroyed by a fire that broke out in the basement. The popular emporium on 
Main Street is expected to be rebuilt and reopened by next spring. In the meantime, 
it’s been business more or less as usual in the parsonage of the United Methodist 
Church just across the street, which the church turned over to owner and pharma- 
~ ¢ist Melvin Katsh as an interim base of operations... ®.<.@ -2S. 90s = 


{ 


43 


Sa | 
Mark Mitchell 


Sept. 24: Bicyclists climb Bull Hill in Lanesboro in the second phase of the second 


Mh annual Josh Billings RunAground, which began in Williamstown and ended at Stock- 


bridge Bowl. There were 648 persons in 164 teams participating in the 39-mile race 
by foot, bicycle and canoe. One hardy participant completed the course by himself. | 


rows 


. ite : 

Stephen Fay | 
JULY 20: A high-speed chase with guns blazing resulted in the arrests of this wo- | 
man and two men — accused of robbing the First Agricultural Bank branch in Dal- 
ton of $7,400. Escorting Linda J. Gouthro to the paddy wagon after they caught up 
with her and her companions are Pittsfield Police Officer Thomas M. Guinan, left, 
and Sgt. Gary L. Crippa. Both officers were given awards for heroism after they | 
pursued and captured the suspects in Richmond. A bag of loot taken from the bank | 
is held by the policemen at the left. 


Joel Librizzi 


Aug. 10: Long-delayed lights are installed atop 90- 


foot poles at rejuvenated Wahconah Park. 


‘uPu 
last night told town officials they will not locate 
a restaurant at a proposed Housatonic Street 
site unless they are given permission to erect 
an illuminated sign that would be visible to mo- 
torists on the nearby Massachusetts Turnpike. 

The pylon for the proposed sign would prob- 
ably be at least 60 feet high, and the sign itself 
would measure 12 feet wide and 12 feet high, 
according to Richard Townsend, a site-devel- 
opment engineer for the fast-food chain. 

The Selectmen expressed enthusiastic back- 
ing for the plan but told Townsend and Robert 
S. Donais, a Burger King real estate represen- 
tative, that they have no jurisdiction over 
signs. 

The provisions of the zoning bylaw do not al- 
low the erection of such a free-standing sign, 
Selectmen Chairman Lena D. Bettega told 
Townsend and Donais, Building Inspector Ed- 
ward M. Briggs advised the pair that Burger 
King could apply for a building permit through 
the Planning Board, which would be obliged to 
deny any permit to construct the sign. Burger 
King could then take its chances on getting a 
variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA), he said. 

* * * * 


James Kuneman, the only Planning Board 
Member at the meeting, said, however, that 
“there's a legal question of whether the ZBA 
could address the application for a variance be- 
cause there’s no apparent hardship” in the na- 
ture of the land involved. 

The Arco Service Station is the only business 
on Housatonic Street which has an illuminated 
sign on an oversized pylon. 

The proposed location for the new Burger 
King is the site of Marie’s of Lee. Townsend 
Said the high-rise sign could be located at the 
rear of the property, near the Housatonic 
River, “where it couldn’t be seen by the neigh- 
borhood, only from the top of the trees or the 
highway.” 

“What I’m asking you is to vary your sign or- 
dinance to allow us to put up a sign large 
enough to be seen from the turnpike,” Towns- 
end said. “Burger King would like to locate in 
Lee. We think we’ve located a viable site on 
Housatonic Street. The only unfortunate thing 
is there’s not enough people in town to support 
a Burger King restaurant.” 

Townsend said Burger King had done a thor- 
ough study of the demographics, income and 


She said. 


neepes Ue gan Sug hy! (gsnezag DOOM TSSUERi iS" OFLU. 3wn. State Surveys 0} 


traffic flow on Housatonic Street had beer 
plugged into a computer program at corporate 
headquarters. He said the computer program 
had determined that existing traffic was in- 
sufficient to support the business. 

“The sign has one purpose, to draw people 
from the interstate,” he said. “The signs are 
extremely expensive. It’s nothing for Burger 
King to spend $30,000 on this type of sign. You 
have to sell a lot of hamburgers to pay that 
back. But without that high-rise sign, we can’t 
guarantee the volume we need.” 

If granted permission for the giant sign, 
Townsend said he ‘might be able to live with- 
out” a free-standing sign in front of the restau- 
rant. He said he prefers to have one “i 
standing sign in front and one sign on the build- 
ing. The zoning bylaw limits a business in F 
commercial zone to one free-standing mee 
Square feet injsize and one sign on the pen he 
that is restricted in size to 2 square a ‘i 
each horizontal running foot of the side 0 
building displaying the sign. 

* ee ead 


id the 

In his appeal for support, Townsend said t 
cost of a new Burger King restaurant Wer 
over $500,000. The average Burger ane "al real 
Sachusetts generates about $9,000 in if avr 
estate tax revenues and has an annua! p com 
of about $130,000. He estimated rapa: oat 
pany would “hire between 40 to 6) youllp, 
people” if the restaurant is built. he mightl 

Townsend said he had expected he ument § 
have to seek a variance based on the vo “ship” 
that the location of a land posed a “na 
to the proposed new business. _ 

“T don’t think the hardship is 00 ae 
ration,” said Selectman John E. De af 
“I think the hardship is on the tow? 
You're talking jobs, money and taxéS, op 

Mrs. Bettega said she hoped for the sign 
King would be allowed the variance 10 to bull 
and that it would go ahead with de have t 
“T think it would be a shame that We ts 
forget the whole darn thing withou 

er 

Kuneman recommended oe ne sive the 
King representatives be preparer 0° 7 in. 
Planning Board estimates on how TM? ing 
creased traffic is expected as a ind sign are = 
sign when plans for the building 4 
submitted for board perusal. 


” 


Aug. 1: Arthur Fiedler has an escort of West Stockbridge firemen as 


h 


ve 
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Stephen Hawkins 


Fiedler later in the year underwent brain surgery and was released 


e arrives to conduct his annual Boston Pops concert at Tanglewood. — from the hospital only this past week. 


J 
POINTING OUT features of new Burger King restaurant proposed te ‘How 
atonic Street in Lee is Richard Townsend, a Burger King site-development represen- 
enti _ ee 7" at left is Lee Building Inspector Edward M. Briggs. In 
ert Donais of Burger King. The fast-fo 
the Lee Selena last ight g g. od chain representatives spoke to 


Burger King wants sign | 
SI 60 feet high n near pike 


oy 
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Board to seek replacement ‘3 


Lee superintendent may retire 


By John S, Egan 


LEE — Maurice J. Boulanger, 63, su- 

, perintendent of the Lee-Otis-Tyringham 

_ Superintendency union for the past 12 

years, said last night he is considering 

roapPing down from the position in June 
if 


_ Boulanger said he hadn’t made up his 
_ mind on the retirement yet. He said he 
would do so after a meeting with the 
State Retirement Board next month and 
| Make an announcement at the March 
_ Meeting of the Superintendency union. He 

acknowledged that he had asked the 
| School Committee to begin putting to- 

gether a superintendent's job description 
and guidelines for picking a replacement. 

“Tt looks like June of ’81, but it’s still 
tentative,” he said. 

School Committee Members John Do- 
lan and William F. Tyer, members of a 
subcommittee charged with drawing up 
the job description, gave a brief report on 
the subcommittee’s first attempts to 
come up with hiring guidelines. 

Dolan said the subcommittee felt that 
the School Committee should interview 
candidates from outside and inside the 
System. “We decided a geographical 
search would be best,” he said. 

The subcommittee is recommending 
that all candidates have at least a total of 
| 10 years experience in both teaching and 
_ administration, that candidates have at 
least “a master’s plus,” and that candi- 
| dates have some experience in evaluation 
_ of educational programs and in finance. 
The projected salary range should be 


AA 
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Maurice J. Boulanger 
Has served 12 years 


between. $32,000 and $40,000, Dolan sug- 
gested. The contract for a new superin- 
tendent should also. spell out an annual 
evaluation procedure for the position. 

A tentative timetable calls for review 
of the suggested job description by the 
Lee, Otis and Tyringham School Com- 
mittees between February and May | and 
approval of the job description by May 1. 


Award recipient, 


' © months overseas during World War II, | 


Dolan said the subcommittee felt the su- 
perintendency union should advertise for 
Candidates between May 1 and Oct. 1 and | 
interview finalists between Oct. 1 and. 
Dec. 1. 

Dolan. said the subcommittee would 
ike a new superintendent “to be on | 
board by April 1, 1981.” } 

Boulanger was appointed superintend- | 
ent in November 1967, and took over the | 
position Jan. 1, 1968, replacing Paul J. | 


Zdanowicz. A. Dover, N.H., native, he |~ 
graduated from Dover High School and) 


later attended Kents Hill (Maine) School. 
He entered Cornell University, but after | 
two months received his draft notice and | 
enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served 58 | 


advancing from the rank of private to a | 
field commission. | 

After his discharge, Boulanger entered 
the University of New Hampshire, gradu- | 


ating with a bachelor’s degree in history | 


in 1949. He received his master’s degree 
from UNH in 1955. 

Boulanger taught at Epping (N.H.) | 
Junior-Senior High School for two years, | 
then served as principal for three years. | 
He later served as principal at Henniker 
(N.H.) Junior-Senior High School, and 
principal of Groton senior high school. He | 


became senior supervisor for secondary 


education in the Worcester regional office | 
of the state Department of Education in| 
1966, stepping down from the position a. 
year and six months later to take the 


helm of the Lee-Otis-Tyringham superin- ; 


tendency union. y 


gs naa 
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" - Elizabeth L. Dennis of Lee, third from left, receives 4 
corsage from Mrs. Vera Somes, lecturer of the Lee 


Grange, second from left. At extreme left is Terry 
Somes and at right is Catherine Somes. The awards 
ceremony took place at the Senior Center in Lee. 


Lee Grange cites Miss Dennis 


LEE — The Lee Grange last night 
awarded Librarian Elizabeth L. Dennis 
the organization’s Distinguished Commu- 
nity Citizen Award. 


Vera Somes, Grange lecturer, pre- 


‘ sented the award to Miss Dennis and 


a 


pinned a corsage on her. Mrs. Somes ex- 
plained that the award is given to a non- 


_ Grange member who has done out- 


r a sa — 


<P? 


standing work in the community. About 
20 local residents attended the ceremony. . 
The crowd included members of the Lee 
Library staff and Miss Dennis’ sisters. 
Miss Dennis, a Lee native and 1935 Lee 
High School graduate, joined the library 


Staff in 1935. She was named head librar- 


ian in 1942, She earned her certification 


as 4 professional librarian in 19438. 


Under Miss Dennis’ tenure, a children’s 


Se eS 


ad : ath 


reading room, the children’s story hour 
and puppet shows have become standard 
features of the library. When the new 
$271,000 wing of the library opened in No- 
vember 1978, the new children’s room 
was dedicated to Miss Dennis. 


Mrs. Somes also noted the librarian’s . 


active interests in Girl Scouts and St. 


George’s Episcopal Church and her for- 


mer membership in the Grange. 
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Barrington 
publi sh er | 
resigns post 


‘ ob,” Syer said last night, “and | 
vi) eta aan ways things are happy 
GREAT BARRINGTON — and well. But this job is sutfo 
Saying he is not retiring but has cating, it has enormous respon | 
no immediate plans, Warren B. <iniity 1 travel 80,000 miles 2 
Syer, 56, president of ABC Lei- year “It has heen quite a long + 
sure Magazines, announced yes- time It is for myself that 1d. 
terday that he had submitted on this.” 
Monday a resignation from his Syer said he did not plan t 
job, effective Jan. 13, 1980. leave the Berkshires. Asket 
Syer, whose responsibilities in- what might occupy his time, h | 
cluded approximately 66 pub- rattied off a dozen interests in ) 
lications, including High cluding tennis (“eight hours 
Fidelity, Modern Photography, day”), a greenhouse, reading 
the Schwann Catalog and music’ and 10 years worth o 
McCall's: Needlework and magazines he never had timet 
Crafts, ends 27 years as an exec- read. } 
utive — first with Billboard Pub- bce letearel if 
lications and then with ABC in More "y ° 
1974 when it took over High Acknowledging his departure 
Fidelity. carried with it certain retire 


RY casmemsainnenmes 
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ENERGY CONSERVATION steps for the Lee school system are reviewed by 
Lee School Committee Member Joseph C. Savery, at left. At right is School Com- , 


John S. Egan 


t leaving for another ment benefits, even though he mittee member Mary Ellen McDonald. The meeting was last night at Lee High 
“T am no H 


such, Syer said he planned tc 
use the opportunity to travel the 
same routes around the world as 
he has been, but at a much more 
leisurely pace. i 
He said he has had other job 
Offers, including one the day of 
his decision, but nothing has LEE — School Committee after 2 p.m. Water-saving switch and students in Grades 5 
og ea ve member Joseph C. Savery last shower heads have been in- through 8 are being made aware 
. He added he had some writing | night told School Committee stalled in the boys’ shower room of energy conservation needs of 
i; ideas, both his own and those | members that Steps are being and a program of turning out schools and homes. Hot water 
suggested to him, that he would’ | taken throughout the school syS- unnecessary lights has been in- temperature has been reduced 


did not view the development as | School. 


‘4. consider. 7 Re tem a Cut down on energy con- stituted. from 134 degrees to 105 degrees 
“There are eight or nin sumption. : PF and thermostats have been re- 
things I am going to mull over Savery recommended that a , 4 Project to weatherstrip all 


: is stij] duced to 65 degrees. 
during the next year,” he said, | letter be sent to administrators 00'S at the high Sehoot ie, stil) Recommendations from high 
“and ‘take them at my own } thanking all staff, including CMtinuing, Savery said. Fan hool administrators { 
ye | | teachers and custodians, for °penings in the gym have been School a eee 
Okeke background, | | partic yation in an energy: sur. ‘!0Sed. All entrances and exits estes re wg ed ne 
Syer, sal he was orfeiaalty ei Vey of the Central School and ‘© the building except for the 2estions to reduce or eliminate 


i the number of ni i 
Boston and had never finished | Lee High School taut owas ee the ‘school, the nsiatate a 
college. In a review of a report from tains in the building are being Storm windows and the elimi- 
“Tm about a sophomore,” he | administrators at the high closed at ni nee Re S nation of thermostatic overrides 
THE said. “I'll just keep plugging | school, Savery said that the hot ent. in the classrooms. The adminis. 
Md taba Waa’ along.” : water temperature had been re- At the Lee Central School, trators also recommended that 
Warren B. Syer Syer moved to Great Barring- | | duced to 118 degrees and ther- windows are being caulked. Con- no school dances be held in the 
Not retiring ton in 1953. mostats lowered to 65 degrees servation sign reminders have months of December, January 


during the day and to 55 degrees been positioned hear every light and February. 
| 


aos 


Upper Goose Pond area surveyed 


for acquisition by federal agency 


| 
TYRINGHAM — The National 
| Park Service has completed a 
| Survey of land in the proposed 
\648-acre Upper Goose Pond 
Wildlife Area, George S. Wis. 
locki, director of the Berkshire 
Natural Resources Council, has 


wm (le 
Nx. Principal owner ~~" The tract is the “largest ee 
SAY The principal owner of prop- ing ever to be acquired as par 
erty Darron Upper Goose of the Appalachian Trail in Mas- 
\:Pond is the William S. Stillwell sachusetts,” Wislocki said. 
Paes \family, which controls about 377 a, Pele 
$ : If the wilderness area is ac 
| Plans by the National Park { (BS ae ; Sikhs © A\\acres of land near the a quired, this wil satiety eoals of 
service to acquire property sur- [I TYR £ pom / Five 5 Of: vee’ J Other property owners include the commonwealth, the towns of 
founding Upper Goose Pond Sa 1 Bees, om 2f * é | the estate 4 patie see Tyiinghar aidhen and the 
Robert. Herbst aseetant ge R 9 of David ‘Sernakee Richard Stillwell family,” fe ae ei 
& Morin, Peck Lumber, Henry and Many years, the Stillwell family 


j has wanted the property to be 
wg atlas Ge ant re protected as a wilderness area.” 


: Wislocki said that while most The Department of the Inte- 
Upper Goose Pond. | 4000 Feet__| of the land will be purchased rior’s proposal to buy property 
The Department of the Inte- ce ~} with federal funds, some prop- surrounding Upper Goose Pon 
ior in August awarded Rober : Area shown above in in the hands of is part of a state and federal 
Br wm and sarocatee a Wcriuietia tate en from de- program to protect the Appala- 
el osx 4 ; roe . . 
ittsfield fa a6 tei " 1 tH: Pe ees _ velopment! by a brn ean ee ce 
Hes Bitte. iC ‘s_/“So far,” Wislocki said, “every eventuall ' 
‘Wale! sag QPitLow one of the landowners has indi- the trail, which runs from 
& cated that some situation is sat- Georgia to Maine, will be under 
ee ska ‘isfactory,” public ownership or easement. 


Robert L. Herbst, assistant sec- 
retary of the Department of the 
Interior. The land is being ac- 
quired as part of the Appala- 
chian Trail, which passes near 


egin shortly. Wislocki said he LOWER MAP shows general area of Goose Pond 
hopes the negotiations will be Upper map shows, inside the heavy line, the area being 
te ee and land acquired by surveyed around Upper Goose Pond: _ 
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Former shop-class buddies 


open Lee furniture firm 


By John S, Egan 


LEE — Two local craftsmen 
with a long history of collabora- 
tive ventures have opened a fur- 
niture-making operation called 
Country Woodcrafts on Fairview 
Street. 

Mark Bartini and David Co- 
malli, who first joined forces on 
woodworking projects in junior 
high school shop classes, have 
transformed an old barn in back 
of Bartini’s parents’ house into a 
production facility. 

Country Woodcrafts actually 
began on a part-time basis about 
three years ago, with Bartini, 
then a Lee Lime employee, and 
Comalli, an electrician, making 
custom-order furniture in their 
spare time. Then the young en- 
trepreneurs decided to quit their 
jobs and make Country Wood- 
crafts a full-time venture. 


Extensive renovations 


The business partners worked 
from May to September, renova- 
ting the old structure into a suit- 


able work space. By raising the * 


where else,” he said. ma 
Like craftsmen of old, Bartini 
and Comalli are proud of the 


products they turn out. They’re: 


confident that the value of their 
solid pine dining room tables, 
wood boxes, benches, bookcases 
and end tables will be in service 
long after the more flashy, par- 
ticle-board-and-veneer models 
have disintegrated. 

“A lot of the furniture turned 
out today is all cosmetic,” Bar- 
tini said. “It’s made to look 
good. But it doesn’t hold up.” 

Although the partners ‘occa- 
sionally disagree on minor 
points, they find they manage to 
come to a mutual agreement on 


: 
bE. 


roof and expanding the north | ° 


and east sides of the building, 
floor space was nearly doubled. 
The first floor was turned into a 
large central shop, and separate 
staining and varnish rooms. Up- 
|stairs was tranformed to a 
showroom. 


In their new production facil- 
ities, the pair turn out all kinds 
of custom-made pieces as well 
as a line of their own design fur- 
niture. Although the team will 
fashion furniture out of almost 
any kind of wood on a to-order 
basis, Bartini and Comalli’s own 
line is almost entirely made of 
pine. The partners now sell the 
Country Woodcrafts line from 
their showroom. They are look- 
ing into the possibility of whole- 
saling some products to area 
furniture retailers. 


Different from showrooms 


Comalli is quick to point out 
there are enormous differences 
between the type of furniture 
seen in many showrooms and 
the type that is turned out on 
Fairview Street. 

An example is the Colonial- 
style trestle table. Country 
Woodcrafts sells a solid pine 
nodel for $175. Many tables 


—_ 


all business matters. They find a 
natural division of responsi- 
bilities has evolved. Comalli 


says that Bartini is ‘excellent ” 


on layout, good on the lathe,” 
does ‘‘very meticulous work’’ 
and prefers to stay in the shop. 
Comalli ‘‘gets into the finishing 
room” and handles most selling 
and ordering. 


Credit parents 


Both of the young business- 
men credit their parents , for 
much help in renovating the 
barn and getting the business off 
the ground. Another family 
member, Comalli’s wife, Bar- 
bara, handles the books. And the 


pair credit Paul Strattner, for- 
mer operator of the defunct 
Turner & Cook company in New 
Marlborough, for giving them 
practical advice on production 
and introductions to wholesalers 
and dealers. ‘‘We wouldn’t be 
where we are today without 
him,” said Bartini. 

The partners are optimistic 
they’ll be able to create a mar- 
ket for their hand-crafted furni- 
ture. 2 
“We both had comfortable liv- 
ings before we started this, but 
we thought there might be more 
to life,” said Comalli. ‘““You can 
do anything — all you really 
have to do is apply yourself.” 


John S. Egan 


CRAFTSMEN David Comalli, left, and Mark Bartini stand next to a pine cabinet 
being made at the partners’ Country Woodcrafts facility on Fairview Street in Lee. 
In back is a gluing rack. Country Woodcrafts turns out a line of Colonial-style pine 
furniture as well as all styles of custom-order pieces. 


rou’ll see elsewhere for that 4 


rice would be made of particle- 

oard and veneer, he points out. 
“There’s no way you'll find a 

able like this for that price any- 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 


Ke) 


ties at a meeting at the Lee Lib { night are reviewed by Linda Silbor of Grey- 
lock Street, second from left. Listening on either Side are her husband William J. 
Silbor Jr, and Mildred M. Dulin of Navin Avenue. 


Lee youth center proponents 
to survey possible Sites 


By John §. Egan | you've got two months to come 
LER — Proponents of in- UP with the amount of money 


creased activities for outh You want,” he said, 

rereed at a meeting at the Lee Scolforo said “yoy might 
Library last night to investigate throw some money for rental 
all existing facilities in Lee fora Of a building,” but that town 


Possible youth center. meeting representatives would 


he group, meeting for the Probably be “very leery of buy- 
third time last night, has been ing a building.” 
discussing Whether to push for ppw garage 


ties coordinator or for a-commu- , He mentioned that a Portion of 
nity center or both. The meeting "€ Steel DPW garage might 


; tivities center but that instata- 
Sensus. They did take a few or. ; ‘ : 
Sanizational steps forward, by {lon of insulation, heating and 


electing Mildred M. Dulin of toilets would Cost at least th 


Navin Avenue as chairman and *25,000. He sald the-group would 
forcing YP responsibilites on in- be better off firs hiting an ae- 
forming the public of the next tivities Coordinator, who could 
meeting. About 25 persons at- 7Un programs in ov'sting build- 
tended. Ings for’a year, and later trying 
Department of Public Works ; ae Dalit cat Poy 
Superintendent J. Peter Scolforo N jaime’ eat. Said she t crs 
advised the Sroup that it wij Neijaime’s Center on Housatonic 


have to develop a very specific Street “would make an ‘ideal 


time. Lee Savings Bank recently 
announced its intention to fore- 
Close on a $130,000 loan on the 
property. 

Gordon D. Roosa of West Park 
Street Suggested investigating 
the possible lease of the First 
United Methodist Chureh build- 
ing on High Street. The church 
has made inquiries as to 
whether the town might be inter- 
ested in purchasing the building 
and Parsonage, which are next 
to the Central School. The 
School Committee has asked the 
Selectmen to Place an article on 
€ proposed purchase on the 
annual town meeting warrant, 


Contact residents 


While severa) persons com- 
Plained that few town officials 
had attended the Meeting, 


Charles V, 0'Neij of East Street 


exhorted the group to make 
more of an effort to develop a 


{ 

. ( 
: F Site.”’ “Why couldn't Wwe lease proposal and then to contact 

ee st discern the that?” she asked. The building, residents.- ; ‘ 

tives, who vote at annual town located adjacent to Lee Athletic “You need support from offi- ti 
meetings. He said the group has Field, has been for sale for Some cials,” he said, “but you can’t 

about two months to work out fi sit back. That's what this town D 

details. | fs ets does. When you're talking “3 

TS ee ey ON Pa money, you've got to have or- fo 

ganization down here.” de 

The group agreed to meet ri 

again next Thursday at 7:39 in 

P.m. at the same location. (N 
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Name in the News 
ame in the News 


~ Newest, 


Berkshire County’s newest judge really 
didn’t expect a quick decision when he 
traveled to Boston Wednesday for an in- 
terview with the State Governor's Council 
on the nomination, 

But the vote to confirm James P. Do- 
honey of Great Barrington as associate 
justice of the Southern Berkshire District 
Court came right on the heels of testi- 
monials on the attorney's behalf by a 
State representative, the sheriff of Berk- 
ai County and a Partner in his Jaw 
irm. 

At 37, Dohoney is said to be the young- 
est man ever appointed to a district court 
judgeship in Berkshire County. 

That the Governor's Council’s decision 
Was so swift should have come as no sur- 
prise to fellow barristers or the the many 
local officials who have become ac- 
quainted with Dohoney through his work 
as legal counsel for the towns of Lee, 
Otis, Sandisfield and Tyringham. 

“He's one in a million,” declared Lee 
Selectmen Chairman Lena D, Bettega. 
“I'm delighted he got the job but I think 
he'll be sorely missed. He certainly has 
had the interests of the town at heart in 
his performance as town counsel.”’ 

“It's the county's gain and the town’s 
loss,” she said. 

* % * * 

In many ways, the Governor's Coun- 
cil’s choice of the Great Barrington na- 
tive for the $42,500-a-year position was a 
natural. 

The son of the late James R. Dohoney, 
a former Great Barrington District Court 
clerk, Dohoney grew up around the 
courts. He says it never occurred to him 
to do anything other than enter the legal 
profession. 

“T’'m one of those predestined kids who 
decides to be a lawyer,” he said with a 
laugh when asked whether he ever 
thought of becoming an engineer or as- 
tronaut while a student at the former 


| Searles High School. 


After graduation from Holy Cross Col- 


_ lege in Worcester in 1963, Dohoney at- 


tended Boston College Law School, where 
he was a member of the law review. Af- 


| ter graduating from law school in 1966, 


he was clerk to then-chief justice of the 
State Superior Court G. Joseph Tauro for 
a year and, in the following year, clerk to 


L 


ee 


John S. Egan 
Dohoney: Youngest appointee 


Superior Court Justice Francis J. Quirico 
of Pittsfield, now an associate justice for 
the Supreme Judicial Court. 

Dohoney’s initiation into the world of 
small town municipal affairs came with 
his appointment as an assistant to James 
T. Hannon, a veteran Lee attorney and 
District Court judge who was town coun- 
Sel for 15 years until his death in 1971. 
Dohoney gained experience in problems 
facing town officials through research 
and preparation of answers for Hannon. 
When Hannon, who was also counsel for 
Otis and Tyringham, died, those - two 
towns gave Dohoney the job of counsel 
and Lee followed suit three years later. 
He has also served stints as town counsel 
for Sandisfield and West Stockbridge. 

The work for the towns has been fasci- 
nating, if time consuming, he said. Local 
governments, made up of part-time offi- 
cials, have had more and more occasion 
to call on advice of legal counsel in the 
increasingly complex matters that fiace 
municipalities. The municipal case-| ad 
has burgeoned during the past decade. 

“The towns are doing more and more 
things,” he said. ‘And there is the in- 
creased interplay of the federal govern- 
ment in municipal affairs and the fact 
that there is more and more state regu- 


thrusts the attorney into the public eye. | 
The exposure certainly can do no harm to 
one who is just establishing a practice, as | 
long as he makes no mistakes. Dohoney 
Said the public rarely finds out if an at- 
torney miscalculates in the handling of a 
Client's case, The issuance of legal opin- 
ions for a town are something else. 
“Every time you give advice on munici- 
pal question, you check twice to make 
sure you are right,” he said. 


Hannon, Lerner, 
Scully, Dohoney is looking forward to 
donning judicial robes, The date of the 
formal Swearing in has not yet been set. | 
He acknowledges that he probably will be 
assigned to sit in courts in Hampshire | 
and Hampden 
“We're in the 
judges in Berkshire County and the new 
kids get exported,” he smiled. 


lation of local governments.” 

_ As towns adopted zoning bylaws and 
subdivison con 
1970s, town boards also began to face in- 
creasingly complicated zoning and land- 
Use questions, he said. Telephone calls 
or advice from the town counsel natu- 
rally increased, 
Prompted further conferences. 


regulations during the 


Gov. King’s tax-cap 


“The tax cap,” he Said, with a sigh, as 


though even the memory of the legisla- 
tion made him tire. “There were untold 


hours spent trying to figure out what it 
Was.” 


Yet despite the demands, the town 


counsel’s job has its Virtues. One has 
been the pleasure of working with small 
town officials. “Town Officials are always 
interesting clients because they always 
want to do what’s right,” he said, 


Another advantage of the job is that it 


cme a 
A partner in the Lee-based law firm of 
Dohoney, Cowhig & 


counties for a time. 
business of exporting 


There's little likelihood that the at- 


torney will have any more time or incli- 
nation for hobbies as a judge than he has_ | 
had on the other side of the bar. He pre- 
fers to spend what free time he has with 
his wife, the former Mary J. Collins, and 
their three children. He admits that it’s 
hard to predict at this point whether his 
eldest son, James, will follow the well- 
marked family path into the courts. 

“Jimmy’s only eight,” he said. “So we 
really haven’t gotten that far yet.” 
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gan and Florence S. Consolati. 


LEE — Seventy one persons turned wut yes- 
terday at the East Lee Steak House, where Lee 
Librarian Elizabeth Dennis received the Tri- 
Town Rotary Club’s award for distinguished 
community service. 

Florence A. Consolati, author of the town’s 
bicentennial book, ‘See All the People,” and a 
close personal friend of Miss Dennis, presented 
the award, 

Rotary guests included Lee Selectmen Lena 
D. Bettega and William M. Murphy and Lenox 
Selectman and County Commissioner John J. 
Pignatelli, 

Tri-Town Rotary President Edward J. Cris- 
tiano conveyed messages from officials who 
were unable to attend the luncheon. 


Robert G.. Newman, head, librariash at the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, stated \in a let(ter that 
“Betty is one of the outstanding, libralrians in 
Massachusetts and her fine work is known out- 
side the community.” Bit 


Miss Dennis has been associated, with the Lee 
Library since 1935 and has been librarian for 
the past 37 years. Last November, she, was hon- 
ored by the town by the dedication to her of the 
children’s room in the new library addition. 

Mrs. Consolati spoke of Miss Dennis’ efforts 
to increase circulation each year, and the crea- 
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LEE LIBRARIAN Elizabeth Dennis holds Tri-Town Rotary Club’s distinguished 
community service award, which was presented to her yesterday. Others, left to 
right, are Tri-Town Rotary President Edward J. Cristiano, Rotarian Martin I. Ka- 


Rotarians honor librarian 


tion of a children’s room in the basement of the 
old library, the children’s story hour and spon- 
sorship of puppet shows. 

“Her main interest: has been for the good of 
the children,” Mrs. Consolati said. ‘‘Tfie’ Mids 


love it (the library). They come to it as though 


it were home, and there aren’t many places 
you can say that about these days — where 
children are completely welcome and want to 
go.” 

Miss Dennis also ‘got into community affairs 
with all her heart,” taking an active role over 
the years in St. George’s Episcopal Church and 
the Girl Scouts, Mrs. Consolati said. ’ 

Miss Dennis responded to Mrs. Consolati’s re- 
marks by praising members of her library staff 
for' their hard work. She credited members of 
the Library Association and town officials, par- 
ticularly ‘Department of Public Works Superin- 
tendent Jj. Peter Scolforo, for playing crucial 
parts in 'the town’s acquisition of the new 
$271,000 grant-funded library wing. 

“We wouldn’t have this addition is Pete 
hadn’t seen the EDA (Economic Development 
Administration) grant and gone after it and 
gotten it for the town,” she said. 

Cristiano said the Rotary award was given 
“in recognition of a lifetime of service above 
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Committee 
“Don’t say 
thing,” 


ction on requests that town 
boards either hold meetings in 
patrier-free locations or that the 
~ town vate 19th century. Me- 
_morial Hall to make it acces- 
sible to the handicapped. 


Son unable to attend 


ie Tacy presented a formal 
~ request from his son that the Se- 
 lectmen place an article on the 
; annual town meeting warrant to 
_ appropriate funds to renovate 
_ Memorial Hall. He said he was 
submitting the request to the 
board since his son “couldn’t 
be pea it” up the two flights of 
Stairs that lead to the Select- 
men’s second-floor meeting 
oom. 
_ He reminded the board that 
Arthur J. Snide Jr. of Tabar Av- 
enue last March asked the Se- 
_ lectmen to change the town’s 
_ practice of holding public meet- 
ey \aags in Memorial Hall because 
_ | the 105-year-old structure is 
inaccessible to the handicapped. 
Snide’s wife, Madeline, is a 
riplegic. a S 
Nothing’s being done,” “said 
Tacy. “It’s a civil rights thing. 
Women, races, creeds and the 
handicapped are all covered un- | 
der the same civil rights law.” | 
_ Selectmen Chairman Lena D. 
Bettega told Tacy that ‘‘we’re 
_ trying.” She said that she had 
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By John S. Egan 
LEE — What ails Main Street? 
In the last year, a top-quality children’s 


clothing store closed, a well-established 
restaurant shut for the winter season for 
the first time ever, and the town’s news- 
paper and magazine store cut back on its 
variety of stock and reduced its floor 


space. 
Main Street sidewalks are devoid of 
on once-busy Friday nights and 
many of the shops themselves are dark. 
And even on Saturday afternoon, a shop- 
per looking to buy such a common item 
as an automobile headlight won’t find it 
because stores that sell automotive parts 
are closed. The town’s former movie pal- 
ace continues its wait for a new tenant 
a closed shop on Main Street has had 
in the window for more than a 


~ 


chance. We will put an article on 
the warrant, We've talked to Do- rennes, 
rorey. Tve set up a. commit 
P'd like to do something now, 
I'm not a miracle worker.” 
The committee is charged 
with studying the barrier laws 
and Sa Public buildings 
on possible changes to | ie ee questioned whether the Massa- 
lectmen. Mrs. Bettega said the 
committee includes young Tacy, 
Snide, Frank P. Conse 
Fairview Street and Francis D. 
Foley Jr. of Pease Terrace, 
~ Selectman William M. Murphy 
said the Selectmen couldn’t sim- 
ply, move their own meetings to 
satisfy the requirements of the 
law on accessibility to public. 
buildings. All other boards — 
the Planning Board, Conserva- 
tion Commission, Department of 
Public Works and Finance Com- 
mittee — that meet in Memorial 
Hall would also have to relo- 
cated. In addition, all municipal 
offices, including those of the 
town clerk, tax collector and po- 
lice, would have to move, he 
said. Such a relocation would cost another $40,000. 
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sible to the handicapped, 


ati of wheelchairs. 


honey.” 
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year that says, ‘Opening Soon.” 

Is the street dying a slow economic 
death? Or is the town simply going 
through a normal phase in the business 
cycle, in which old operations give way to 
new ones? 

It all depends on who you ask, a survey 
of Main Street merchants, shoppers and 
town officials reveals. Everyone agrees 
however that things could be better. 

“Tt’s certain that the street needs some 
changes, but it’s hard to put your finger 
on what the changes should be,” says 
Mark Wheeler. One of the street’s young- 
est businessmen, Wheeler is proprietor of 
Wheeler’s Pharmacy, one of two drug 
stores located on the street. 

Like other merchants interviewed, 
Wheeler said that a decrease in the diver- 
sity of stores on the street has hurt the 
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4pm not talking dollars and\y 
» said Tacy. “I’m talking = 

T'm not doing any- civil rights. This is the law. How 
she said. “Give us a it’s done is up to the town.” 
Selectman John E. DeVa- 
“however, argued that 
tee, the town is taking steps to try 
but and find a possible remedy to 
the situation. He said that most 
town hails in Berkshire County 
are 19th century structures that» 
are at least partially ori 


chusetts Statehouse is com- 
pletely accessible to persons in 


“T don’t think we can just 
clean out Town Hall,” he said. 
“The decision isn’t ours to 
make, That’s why we are put- 
ting a study committee together 
to make a report to the town fa- 
thers. Beyond that, the barrier |. 
laws are being reviewed by Do- 


DeVarennes said that renova- 
tion of Memorial Hall would be 
a major expenditure that would 
have to be approved by voters. 
He estimated that construction 
of an elevator would cost at 
least $60,000 and that removal of 
barriers in the restrooms would 
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ee in sign 


hange 


Wer of Commerce hav 
submitted: to the Selectmen @ jog 
roposal that: would. give mer- |. 
chants more leeway in seekin 


wigan da recent Chamber 
permits to erect signs. > who a 
The proposal, which was sub- 


of Commerce meeting where the 
mitted as a dra{t warrant article 


proposal was discussed. — 


for inclusion on the warrant of Selectman John E. DeVa- 
the annual toi “meeting in rennes questioned whether such 
May, Would change the town’s a provision could be effective. 
protective bylaw by granting the “What you re saying 's that it 
Selectmen authority to review does avay with the Z2BA,” he 
requests for sign variances that said. “if T were on the ZBA and 
| have been turned down by the were overridden by the Select- 
Planning Board and Zoning men once, I don’t think I'd be in- 
Board of Appeals. terested in being on the ZBA any 


| 
| The proposed bylaw change longer.” 


ee out of heal re, Backed by Murphy 
action to the Board of Appeals’ : 
Loe veto.of Burger King’s ees Selectman icmp ae 
for permission to erect a 144- PY: pats Sea 
| ne eee sue th a Selectman to 
feet in height at the site of a pro- Ply Was oe en ee Gitfer- 
posed restaurant. Board of Ap- !Ssue 2 public statement differ 
peals Chairman John L. ing with the Zoning Board of fp. 
Piacquadio said that Burger Peds in. its Cetisit oe aid 
King had essentially failed to PYF dn the BA should have 
prove there was sufficient hard- he thought "he © SiO tT 
ship at the site to warrant eas- issued a variance for the sign 
ing the bylaw restrictioas. because the’ proposed restaurant 
Pylon limited would have provided jobs for 


young people and boosted tax 
The protective bylaw limits a 


revenues. 

} business in the commercial dis- “I don’t think the Selectmen 
| trict to one freestanding sign 16 would go over the heads of the 
square feet in size atop a pylon ZBA (if the proposed change 
|. no taller than 25 feet in height. were put into effect), unless it 

The Zoning Board of Appeals was justified,” Murphy said. 
has traditionally been the final The petition asks that a sec- 
arbiter in local zoning cases. _tion be added at the very end of 

The Selectmen took no vote on 1V 
whether to include the proposed law giving tne : 
article in the annual town meet- thority to “issue a special 
ing warrant, despite the fact permit for any sign in business- 
that the petition contained signa- multiple dwelling, business, ru- 
tures of 10 residents, Normally ral business or industrial dis- 
warrant proposals that are ac- tricts. 
companied by 10 signatures are Chamber of Commerce mem- 
automatically put on the war- bers who signed the petition in- 
rant. * cluded Daniel and Marilyn 

Selectmen Chairman Lena D. Sullivan of Stockbridge Road 
Bettega said she wanted the and Richard Hommes of Pleas- 
item to be first reviewed by ant Street. 


ee 


wil 


why epee: I s 
ah . 4 
ai? th . 
v ? ‘ ; OY, 4 Ne 
ee Ss - 


ahs Lee’s Main Street sh 


shopping atmosphere on Main Street. Di- 
versity, according to the merchants, is 
the key to an attractive shopping area. 
It’s what makes enclosed malls so allur- 
ing to shoppers. With one stop of the fam- 
ily car, the shopper is able to take care of 
four or five errands. 

To the casual observer, the two central 
blocks of Main Street seem to exhibit an 


Tection is a shopping 
an Adams Super M 
dry, barber shop and m 

But some residents 
was even more variety 


abundance of diversity — the two drug Store, ;There used to be 
stores, a newsstand, two men’s and gen- now have nothing 
eral clothing stores, two hardwares, a W@ used to have | ; 
Goodwill shop, a second-hand clothing here, she continued. “W 
store, three women’s clothing shops, an thing. There were tv 


auto-parts store, a television and elec- 


tronics shop, a florist, a gift shop, two moderately priced Tes 


restaurants and a five-and-dime. Situated —_the sfreet.” Rossi’s, on? on 

i off the central blocks bail A — probe 
opper grocery, another Lee Main Street y 

store, a dry cleaner and the local post of- Continued on 8° uA 
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section V-F of the protective by- : 
the Selectmen au- ' 


Continued from Page 1 
iest eateries in South Berkshire, now has 
a sign on the door that says it’s closed 
until spring. : 

Unfortunately, the opening of new busi- 
nesses in shops that have been vacated 
by other merchants becomes tougher all 
the time, particularly in an era of 
interest rates, Wheeler said. The diffi- 
culty is that starting a store requires a 
lot of capital right off the bat. Some new 
stores never manage to build up @ suf- 
ficient inventory of stock to attract and 
hold patrons, and so go out of business 
not long after opening. 

Other businesses seem to do poorly 
when the owner spends time elsewhere, 
Wheeler observed. “‘There’s no question 
that good solid businesses are ones where 
the guys are in the store,” he said. Whee- 
ler works 6% days a week, keeping the 
store open from 8 a.m. to 6 Be Monday 
through Saturday and a hal: day on Sun- 
days. 

* * * * 


The automobile has been a major fac- 
tor in the erosion of Main Street as the 
pre-eminent shopping area for Lee resi- 
dents, according to most persons SUI- 
veyed. The merchants themselves said 
they tried to do almost all of their shop- 
ping locally but they are aware that resi- 
dents often shop elsewhere. 

“It's unusual, Lee has a big payroll, 
but I don’t think the money is being spent 
here,” Wheeler said. 

The construction of the Center at Lenox 
shopping plaza on Route 7 in Lenox,. plus 
the K-Mart complex on Route 7 in Great 
Barrington has had an impact on local 
businesses, merchants said. The eight- 
year-old Lenox plaza, situated about six 
miles from downtown Lee, contains a su- 
permarket, a King’s Department Store, 
pharmacy, pet store and. Radio Shack, 
along with a Friendly’s and a branch of 
the Lenox National Bank. 

Karl A. Hekler, director of the Berk- 
shire County Regional Planning Commis- 
sion, said he had “‘also heard that the 
King’s shopping center in Lenox has 
drawn people from Lee.” 

Hekler noted that Lee has traditionally 
served as a shopping area not only for its 
residents, but also for residents of Tyr- 
ingham, Otis and Becket, and other 
towns that are too far from Pittsfield for 
simple errands. 

“From a regional planning point of 
view, we would classify Dee as a sub-re- 
gional shopping center,” hq» said. “The 
residents of these others! fins would go 

venience shopping, 
their recurring, nie Erobaly for arge 


Hekler speculated that the large vari- 
ety store in the Lenox shoppin center 
may have siphoned off some of the “‘con- 
venience shopping” formerly done in 


The Great Barrington shopping plazas. 
have probably also token a Shard (ae 
Many persons mentioned parking a5” 
one of the major drawbacks of the down- 
town Lee shopping area. Although there 


are parking spaces in front of the stores, — 


the spaces are often filled. 

Wheeler said that “parking is a big 
problem. People like to park and go Ti 
into a store. But I’ve seen cars sit there 
four or five hours. Some of the merchants 
will leave their cars in front, which is 
stupid.” 

Part of the town’s application for a $1 
million Department of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development block grant contained a 
request for funds to help transform a 
maze of private parking lots to the west 


of Main Street into one large area. The . 


grant request was turned down. 

All is certainly not gloom and despair 
on the street, however. A new restaurant 
— The Victoria — opened on nearby Park 
Street last summer. Gatsby’s clothing 
store opened up a Main Street shop. And 
a local institution — The Morgan House 
— reopened under new management Dec. 
31 after being closed for part of the fall. 

The more optimistic merchants said 
they think the economy of downtown Lee 
will rebound when the U.S. economy 
bounces back. Francis X. Downing, 
owner of McClelland’s: Pharmacy, said 
that ‘‘in fact, I would think the economy 
in Lee would be pretty healthy.” He cited 
the fact that employment has held steady 
throughout the past year at the major pa- 
per mills — those operated by the 
Schweitzer Division of the Kimberly- 
Clark Corp. and at the Specialty Paper 
Division of the Mead Corp. 


* * * * 


Other merchants frequently point to 
McClelland Pharmacy as example for the 
entire street. The drug store, a 19th-cen- 
tury structure, is situated between the 
Morgan House, which was built in the 
early 1800s, and a branch office of Lee 
National Bank, erected in 1835. Downing 
purchased the building in 1972 and gave it 
a major facelift in 1974. 

“There’s someone who spent money on 
his property, and did a lot of good for the 
town and for himself,” commented 
James L. Burns Jr., chairman of the 
Plaming Board. 

Since its renovation, the drug store 
seems to have become a hub of activity. 
In contrast to some other storefronts, its 
clean-looking facade is inviting to the 
eye. Open seven days a week, with a 
fountain that features 15-cent coffee, the 
drug store is a favored waiting place for 
bus travelers, school children, town em- 
ployees on a break and other passers-by. 

The drug store’s owner is optimistic 
that the fortunes of Main Street will im- 
prove if the merchants work together. ul 
think if we had gotten the grant, it would 
have been a great shot in the arm for 
downtown,” Downing said. “If the mer- 
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ain Street has problems 


would get behind it a second time, 


we sh U after the ant again. 
ee 1 Street, Michael 
“Jabian, owner of Zabian’s LTD Men's 


Apparel, says that if business has bee! 
slow, it’s been slow all over. ‘It’s not just 
here,” he said. “The bi malls, they’re 
hurting, too. The fuel increase is the 
cause of problems. People are paying 
double for fuel today what they did last 

“It’s up to the economy,” he said. “If it 
improves, we improve with it. If it goes 
down, then we go down, too.” 

Like Zabian, H.A. Johannson, who has 
operated Johannson’s 5 & 10 Cent Store 
on Main Street for three decades, is con- 
fident that the Main Street economy will 
rebound. “It goes in cycles,” he said, 
“we're on the low end of the cycle now, 
but I think we’re improving.” | 

But real problems, like lack of parking 
and under-utilized space in buildings, re- 
main. Another problem might be that the 
types of stores that do exist perhaps 
‘aren't what people are looking for,” 
Richard E. Sitzer, president of Lee Sav- 
ings Bank, observed. 


* * * * 


According to Burns, chairman of the 
Planning Board and a Realtor, the down- 
town area’s biggest problem is that it suf- 
fers from a shortage of creative thinking. 
He pointed to West Stockbridge as an ex- 
ample of a town that has been imagina- 
tively transformed, largely through the 
force of entrepreneur Gordon Rose. 

“Location-wise our town is ideal,” he 
said. “What I see as the deterrent that 
keeps the town from becoming what it 
could become is that the ideas aren’t 
there. The impetus from the individual 
owners isn’t there.” 

Burns said he thought that a truck by- 
pass of the downtown would make the 
area more attractive as a shopping area. 
Also, he said, “if the banks could be a 
little more innovative in loaning on a 
residential basis, they could do more for 
the town fonmercial 

Burns also said he thought that town of- 
ficials, by cutting governmental costs, 
could reduce the tax rate and make the 
town more attractive to outsiders. 

“Tye always wondered how we can 
have such a healthy industrial tax base in 
this town and be strapped with a tax rate 
that is not far from the tax rate in towns 
that have no industrial base,” he said. 

If town officials, Chamber of Com- 
merce representatives and the merchants 
have a tough time agreeing on the for- 
mula to fix whatever it is that ails down- 
town Lee, the lady shopper is willing to 
offer her cure-all prescription. 

“Qne real nice gift shop, a bakery right 
on the street, a moderately priced restau- 
rant and a jewelry store will make it a 
Main Street,” she said. “To make it the 

way it used to be. Until we get those 
things, we haven't got anything.” 
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MAKESHIFT STOVE is set up at entrance of United Electrical Worker pickets are in 12th day of 
Clark-Aiken Co. parking lot in Lee, where Local 234, their strike. 


No end in sight for Lee strike { 


LEE — A spokesman for the Clark-Ai- said that the two pore might get Soe _ Mie can all get back to work,” said 

« ‘ken Co. yesterday said that there has gether for more talks “perhaps. in the 0Dson. 
been no Fees! orugiiae in negotiations next week or two.” The strike ig tee the company 
between the company and the striking © Asked whether it is management or the and the unin Lallee to Reamer Om pew 


Un ; ; contract agreement before the old con- 
~ United Flectrical Workers (UE) Local union that is expected to make the next tract expired at 12:01 a.m. March 1. The 


L234. ee ‘move on a contract offer, he said “we 
3 ? : S Ms : tr issues of length of contract and cost-of- 
‘ EN th 12th ay tae ere et (ne Dall is in their court. living adjustment reportedly separate the 
no new negotia sessions n&ce a meet- Dobson said that management has been _two sides. 
. ey aaaie ies wenk : coming to work every day since the Union members have continued to 
“We're ‘still involved in thie collective Strike began and have been allowed maintain 24-hour-a-day picket lines in 
re ag process,” said Bruce F. Dob- *hrough the picket line without incident. front of the plant since the start of the. 


son, C ark-Aiken sales ‘mPrager. Dobson “We're pulling for an early settlement _ strike. 
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= LEE — Discussion of methods town meeting to override a limit, 
sto bypass the limits of proposed of 4 percent on budget increases, 
“24 Percent tax-cap legislation oc- The information came out of a 
“a.cupied much of a 2%-hour “baby Meeting with Rep. Dennis J. 


“town meeting” last night. Dutfin, D-Lenox, ‘at the Town 
= Although Py versie out Hallon Monday, 
at the Lee High School cafeteria Donahoe, who is stepping 
for the meeting, only 14 of those down from the moderator’s post 
:, Persons were district represen- after the coming town meeting 


slatives. The town, which is di- Said he would ask for either - 


sVided into six districts, has a UNanimous approval or two. 


sstotal of 54 district representa- thirds passage on each of the | 


warrant articles. 
Letters requested 


Stives, 
vs ee eectmen guided pete 
gealtendants through an item-by- ,af, 
a ema ri brttiobed We're going to have to act on 
= gross bu dget of $4.262.896. That the assumption that there’s g0- 
budget is $290,285" or 73 per. ing to be a tax-cap bill and it 
Scent, higher than ‘he $3,972,631 i be a 4 percent tax cap,” he 
in a eo 4s wu, 
approved last year Hn MBE moderator said he woud 
== “The annual town eeting will 8k for letters from the School 
be at 7:30 p.m. next Thursday at Committee and from the Depart- 


th ment of Public Works requestin 
Central School. the overrides of the 4 TEN 
$12,900 disapproved tax cap. 


The Finance Committee gave 


Donahoe said he would also | 
its approval to all but $12,900 of ask for a two-thirds vote approv- | 
the proposed budget, according ing the budget at the end of the _ 


to Finance Committee Chairman meeting if the total budget ex- | 


Steven S. Iacuessa. Articles dis- ceeds the 4 percent tax cap. 

approved by the Finance Com- _ The proposed tax-cap legisla- 

mittee include requests for tion provides one interesting ex- 
$10,000 to complete the first ception to the law of fiscal 
i; Phase of a plan to overhaul the autonomy that protects School 
town’s communication system, Department budgets from being 
$1,500 for maintenance of the Cut. 


East Lee School and $1,400 for ‘You have a limited right to 


; draperies for the South Lee Fire cut the school budget,” Donahoe 


Station. said. ‘To the extent that the 
: The remainder of budget budget exceeds 104 percent, you 
~Fequests were considered on have the right to reduce it,” 


their merits, Iacuessa said, not School budget 
, With an eye to the possible limit Ly ere) 

of a 4 percent increase from tax- _ The tax-cap legislation, how- 
cap legislation. ever, does not allow voters to ef- 


Moderator Henry M. Donahoe fectively reduce the school 
reviewed tas-cap decanting and budget below 104 percent, he 
possible ways for the annual Said. “If you reduce it below 104 
i : percent, the School Committee 

E has the right to go to court. and 
get the difference, to bring it 
back up to 104 percent,” he said, 

The $2,538,328 School Depart- 
ment gross budget is $130,027, or 


year’s $2,341,173 budget. 
The Department of Public 
Works’ $478,167 budget is $83,010 


| purposes of calculating the in- 
crease under tax-cap guidelines, 
however, the increase may be 
reduced by $46,480 — the 
amount budgeted for maturing 
debt principal and interest pay- 
_ Mments for the Water Depart- 
= ment. 

Special articles on the warrant 
total $294,291, which is $54,393 
less than the total of special ar- 
_ticles on last year’s ballot. 

The various town depart- 
ments’ budgets total $952,110, 
which is $64,493, or 7.2 percent, 
more than last year. 
The budgets include across- 
‘the-board raises of $12 a week 
for most full-time town employ- 
ees, Selectmen Chairman Wij- 
liam M. Murphy said. 
__ “The overall salary increases, 
as far as we were concerned, 
were not out of line,” said Ia- 
Cuessa. “The issue is not the 
Validity of the salary increases. 


SUR GERRs cue 


sae, John 8. Egan None of the Finance Committee ° 
‘Henry M. Don ee” ¥} 
Clarifies tax CA east peeations, praia charge x 
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5.39 percent, higher than last © 


- higher, or 21 percent higher, - 
_ than last year’s budget. For the - 


_ to the handicapped.” 


lectmen that the does not as this is not a structural 
| have to ae the 105-year- change.” 
old Memorial Hall to make it ac- She also said that the board 
cessible to the handicapped. — the repl 
Dohoney based his opinion a public building in coming up 
upon a recent letter from the with a determination whether 
state Architectural Barriers the structure*has to be brought 
Board. in line with the architectural 
Referring to the Feb. 12 letter barrier law. ; 
from Deborah A. Ryan, adminis- “The response means that if 
trative assistant of the state Ar- in the future we spend some 
' chitectural Barriers Board, money on the Town Hall, the 
_ Dohoney said that “This would proper basis to consider in de- 


|not necessary for us to make sufficient to require us to make 
| any renovations or otherwise the building accessible to the 
_Make the Town Hall accessible handicapped should be the re- 
placement cost of the building,” 
| At least two Lee residents in Dohoney said in his letter. ‘This 
| the last year had made requests is obviously a high figure, so it 


_ that the town either renovate the would appear to mean that sub- 


419th century Memorial Hall to stantial renovations could be un- 
Make it accessible to persons in dertaken without bringing us 
wheelchairs or hold meetings in within the regulations of the Ar- 
barrier-free locations. Renova- chitectural Barriers Board.” 

tion of Memorial Hall was Dohoney could not be reached 
viewed by Selectmen as a major last night for comment on the 
capital expenditure, with con- percentages used to determine 


an estimated $60,000 and re- made barrier free. — 

moval of barriers in restrooms Memorial Hall, with town of- 
nother $40,000. fices on an elevated first floor 
The state law on accessibility and public meetings on the sec- 
0 public buildings for the handi- ond floor, has been the target of 


tructed public buildings to be Charles Tacy of Fairview Street, 
arrier free. It also contains a whose son Richard Tacy has 
andfather clause that exempts been Paralyzed since a diving 
Ider buildings from the accessi- accident last spring, and Arthur 
ility requirement, as long reno- J. Snide Jr. of Tabar Avenue, 
ation work on the building falls whose wife, Madeline, is a quad- 
eneath a certain percentage of riplegic. 

e total value of the structure. Tacy had asked that the town 
Dohoney in his letter to the either move public meetings or 
rehitectural Barriers Board renovate Memorial Hall. 

om asked whether the recent in- 
jtallation of a new heating Sys- by the Selectmen had recopi: 
em in the Town Hall was mended that voters apprapridte 
ronsidered as “reconstruction.” funds at the annual wn meet- 
Ms. Ryan wrote in reply that ing to study the decessibility 
‘The board does not consider problems of the b ding and of 
he conversion of a heating sys- Main Street. 


apped requires all newly con- complaints in the last year from 


» appear to me to mean that it is termining whether the work is > 


struction of an elevator costing whether a building must be | 


A study committee established 


ee 


uses “the replacement cost” of | 


8 


—— 


advised to 
By John. Ban» 


ing. 
A third meeting will be held 
next Thursday at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Lee Library. 
_ Collins, who is chief probation 
officer for the District Court of 
Southern Berkshire as well as a 
District 4 town meeting repre- 
Sentative, told the group he felt 
it could best obtain community 
Support by starting with the hir- 
ing of an activities coordinator, 
“T think it would be sold to the 


one to coordinate youth activi- 
ties,’ he said. ‘I think the 
voters would be very hestitant to 
purchase a building, particu- 
larly with heat being what it is. 
I think you could sell it that 
ee Otherwise it’s going to 
ie.”’ 


Younger persons disagree 
Many of the younger persons 
at the meeting indicated they 


felt a facility is needed before 
youth programs can be devel- 


“Tf we had one building where 
you could encompass a lot of ac- 
tivities, we’d get a lot more kids 
to come,” said Arlene Lockenw- 
itz, a Lee High School student 
and member of the Key Club. 
Many of the other students at 
the meeting were also Key Club 
members. 

Key Club presi- 
young people at 


going to be us 
she said. “It will 
t graders.” 
High school juniors and seniors 


— 


rae 


reps more easily to hire some- t 


¢ look- Jived here long, but I’m very 
‘ing for a facility for themselves. discouraged about what there is 


using for children in this town.” 


that it has been very difficult for 
» youths interested in starting pro- 


-cials’ to believe in what you're | — 
bs el 
: Francis D. Biasin of 

Navin Heights said that the se- 
curing of a facility should be a | 
first priority, Collins again coun- 
seled the it should first 
try to get g to hire a full- 
time coordinator, and then, after 
a year of activities, consider a 
facility. The coordinator in the 
meantime could schedule activi- 
ties in existing municipal and 
private facilities, he said. He 
pointed to the Council on Aging 
as an example of a group that 
first hired a part-time director 
and later gained access to a fa- 
cility. { 

Foley echoed Collins. 
“Let’s take one thing at a 
John S, Egan time,” he said. “You need or- 


Paul R. Collins ganization. You have no organi- 

‘Sell it that way’ zation at all. Dalton had the 

: ideal situation (for development 

who often have driver’s licenses, of youth center). Dalton has 


have more mobility than Crane. We don’t have Crane. We. 
younger students, she said. The have to do it on our own. I think 
junior high students and under- we first need a coordinator and 
Classmen would be the ones to have the coordinator use exist- 
benefit most from a youth cen- ing facilities to their full poten- 
er. tial.” 

Catherine Davis, the Lenox Foley said he thought the 
Community Center first-ever town’s district representatives 
full-time director, reviewed the would back a proposal to fund 4 
programs offered in Lenox. She the position of youth activities 
Said that the situation in Lenox coordinator. 5 
differed from Lee because The group agreed to meet next 
Lenox was offered a facility for Thursday to try and draw up the 
$1 from the defunct Brotherhood pro so that it can be sub- | 
Club. mitted to the Selectmen, 

Dalton program : 


One woman, a former Dalton 
resident, said she would like to 
see a youth center modeled on 
the Dalton Community Center, 
with programs offered to very 
young children. 

“The programs should start 
with young kids,”’ she said. 
“You can’t take a building, 
throw it at high school age kids 
and say ‘Take care of it.’ You’ve 
got to start at a youthful age. 
Start with the eight-year-olds. I 
think you could-pull it off with- 
out spending a lot. I haven't 


Miss Lockenwitz complained 


John S. Eean 
, from left to right, Joseph 

NEW OFFICERS of the Lee Police Department are, from ier 

F. Buffis, Philip A. Skowron, Frederick C. Holmes ae William J. Petia | 

were appointed from a Civil Service list at the Lee Selectmen's meeting las ; 


4 Lee policemen named 
full-time patrolmen 


lance Squad. 


LEE — The Selectmen appointed four part- Holmes, 24, \s a graduate of the former Cran- 


time members of the Lee police force as full- 


time patrolmen last night. : 

iy The new officers are Joseph F. Buffis of 191 

g High St., Frederick C. Holmes of Main Street, 

i Philip A. Skowrg@. of Pine Ridge Drive and Wil- 
liam J. Tierney of Pease Terrace. 

| The appointments signaled the end of a he 
year wait for the release of a new list of an 
gible candidates from Civil Service. The i 
received the Civil Service list late last ee 
The four men chosen ine spears were thi 

_ only local residents on the list. 

. ; The officers will receive a starting salary of 

1 a week. ‘ 

|  Burtls, 21, is a 1976 Lee High School ante 

ate. He received an associate’s ips a ney 

Berkshire Community College. An ae ree 

medical technician, he is a member 0 + AmbU- 

Fire Department and the Lee Voluntee 


7s 4 


well School. He attended St. Michael’s College 
in Winooski, ‘Vt., and Berkshire Community 
College. A provisional police officer for more 
than @ year, he completed a law enforcement 
course taught by retired state police Detective 
Lt. Milo F. Brown in 1977. He is mare's ee 
former Rita Bettega. is 

Skowron, 27, is a 1970 Lee High School grady. 
ate. He is a member of the Lee F ‘a - 
ment He and his wife, the form 
Buffis, have two children. 

Tierney, 22, a 1974 Lee High sci Ee 
has been a provisional police MT ie yg - 
past eight months, Tierney edhe He is cur. 
Army military police for two ye# enforcement 
rently attending a course on Ja¥ He is Mar- 
at Berkshire Community Colles se sess 
ried to the former Elizabeth Luce 


ee Rw ‘ 
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MARBLE HILL Apartment plans are reviewed by 
the Rev. Walter S. Ryan, at left, chairman of the Lee 
Housing Authority, Selectmen, left to right, are John E. 
DeVarennes, Chairman Lena D. Bettega and William 


On Lee’s Marble Street 


John S. Egan 


M. Murphy. Mr. Ryan went over plans for the proposed 
60-unit complex of housing for the middle-income eld- 


erly last night at the Town Hall. 


x 


Plans reviewed for 60 housing units 


By John S. Egan - 


LEE — The Rev. Walter S. 
. Ryan, chairman of the Lee 
. Housing Authority, last night re- 
viewed Berkshire Housing De- 
velopment Authority’s plans to 
build 60 units of housing for the 
middle-income elderly and for 
the handicapped on land adjoin- 
ing Brown Memorial Court on 
Marble Street. 

The $2.5. million projectwould 
be known as Marble Hill Apart- 
ments — Housing for the Eld- 
b- erly, =~ ; 

Lee Housing Authority tentati- 
vely has agreed to sell Berk- 
- shire Housing Development 
Authority five acres next to 
Brown Memorial Court for 
$60,000, depending on whether a 
federal loan for the construction 
costs becomes available, 

. The new project would be’ op- 
¢ erated independently of the 48- 
» unit Brown Memorial Court. Lee 

Housing Authority, however, 

would have some control in the 


777) = © S 


| Ryan said. 
One of five » 


' area of tenant selection, Mr. . 


five loan requests being consid- els at Brown Memorial Court of 
ered by the federal Department $6,000 for a single person and 
of Housing and Urban Devel- $7,500 for a couple. 


opment. 


Tenants of the new devel- 


-“T understand the study is opment would pay 25 percent of 
down to five and Marble Hill is their annual income in rent. 


one of the five,” Mr. Ryan said. Berkshire Housing Development 


Under plans drawn up b 
Bradley Architects of Pittsfield, 
Marble Hill Apartments would 
have 54 units for the elderly and 
six units for handicapped per- 
sons of any age. All units would 
be accessible from ramps and 
walkways. 

Fifty-four units would be one- 
bedroom apartments, containing 
at least 550 square feet of floor 
space, and six would be two-bed- 
room apartments, containing 750) 
square feet. i 

The new apartments would be’ 
open to single elderly persons, 
who earn no more than $10,000 a 
year or couples whose income is 
not more than $11,400, Mr. Ryan 
said. That compares to current 
maximum income eligibility lev- 


" 


Authority actually would receive 
$406 a month in rent for the one- 
bedroom units and $450 a month 
for the two-bedroom apart- 
ments, with the difference being 
made up in federal funding. 

Unlike Brown Memorial 
Court, which pays no taxes to 
the town, Marble Hill Apart- 
ments would generate an esti- 
mated $30,000 in real estate 
taxes annually. 

Although the two apartment 
complexes each would maintain 
their own autonomy, Berkshire 


. Housing Development Authority 


and Lee Housing Authority are 
discussing the possible sharing 
of a management office and 
maintenance personnel, Mr. 
Ryan said: Lee Housing Author- 
ity would maintain control over 
the selection of tenants for 
Marble Hill Apartments, as well 
as Brown Memorial Court, he 
said. 

“That sounds great,” com- 


‘mented Selectman John E. 


DeVarennes. “The only thing we 
had really wanted was to make 
sure there was local control over 
it?” 

“The middle inceme has been 
a neglected group in a way,” 
commented Mr. Ryan. ‘‘We’re 
very hopeful that we’ll get the 
loan. But you know what goes on 
in Boston and Washington. I 
think in another four or five 
weeks we should know.” 
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SCALE MOD! 
now on display at the library. The mo 
of library, is held by Librarian 


td 


IEL showing the present Lee Libra 


John S. Egan 


ry and proposed new addition is 
ck-up, with the 5,000-square-foot addition to 
Elizabeth L. Dennis. / 


aa Bret 


| wie ci, 
of MONI 
An old country inn 
s See 5 4 
in Norman Rockwells t 
; mal a oo ae ae 
By David L. Horn antiques. Upstairs in cious reading room 
/ Special to Ya Sea IN “stockbridge er” with fas n 
“The Christian Science ¥* _- ehypeisgs and snovels 
; "> Stanek : va MUS” a» 
Are you ready ... pit ducked in 
fae trip into yesterday? Looking f6r : ap'>ce where the slim 
turn-of-the-centary gentility blends with unhur- Stockbridg, ae 
| ried efficiency’ "Then the Red Lion Inn in littl girl who grew 
Stockbridge; Massachusetts, is waiting for you. 1} 
\ ~ One of-the.few inns in New England to be in - 
} continuous use since before 1800, the Red Lion _ 
<~ offers comfortablé living at reasonable prices, 
ry as low as $23 per night off season. Every room - shires, not far from Tanglewood, 
= is individually decorated with a warm blend of Berkshire Music Festival. It is easy 
; a old and antique furniture, accented by rare by bus from Boston or New York | From 
; "* prints and paintings. Upper floors may be Boston the far® is only $17 roundtrip, with a 
_ reached by a quaint old elevator affectionately restful stopover in_Lee where Betty Dennis, 
_ known as “‘the gilded cage.” town librarian, will welcome you to“her plush’ 
On the ground floor, behind the handsome new reading room complete with new leather 
fireplaced living room, a magnificent dining wing chairs and footstools. The Lee Library is 
room offers candlelight, cut glass, sparkling just uP the street from the bus stop. ~ 
__ erystal chandeliers, and delicious food every A weekend at the Red’ Lion Inn, including 
~ night of the week. Prices are surprisingly low, meals and bus transportation, is aboaut $50 
= = especially for the nightly “special.” Recently 1 Your companions on the trip will be interesting 
enjoyed a compice lamb dinner including bev- and varied. — é 2 
erage and dessert for only $6. : Stockbridge is very busy during the summer 


For many years Norman Rockwell, popular 
_ American illustrator, lived in Stockbridge, just 
_ down the road from the Red Lion. Today the 
Die ~ serves as a 


s, Formerly 
, au This‘ 
se is ag 


concert season. Reservations must be made 
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John S. Egan 
Richard P. Lenfest; at left, reviews the first year of 
intramurals in the Lee Public Schools At right is Lee School Superintendent Mau- 


rice J. Boulanger, Lenfest reviewed the program at School Committeé meeting last 
night. 


ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 


Lee High intramural program 
seen as ‘success’ 1st year 


LEE — Lee High School ath- room js open and the gym jis ers and 39 female players. 
letic director Richard P, Lenfest open. Kids can come in and Lenfest added that an average 


| labeled the School system’s first work out and catch the late bus of 20-25 students attended “open 


year of intramural athletics ‘3 home. 8ym”’ each afternoon. 

Success” in a review Of the pro- The most popular activity in Students Participating in yar- 

gram at the Lee School Com- the first year Was co-ed vol- sity Sports, such as basketball, 

mittee meeting last night. leyball, which had a turnout of helped the intramural leagues 
he program Was instituted 80 Persons. by officiating. The Sole cost of 

during the 1978-1979 schoo] year. —_ Soccer, held from Sept. 25 to the Program was the super- 
“The intramurals at the high Oct. 23, had a turnout of 20 boys visor’s Salary, he said. 


| School were, basically done by and 18 girls at the peak. There Possible new future activities 


the students themselves, Which I were 10 boys and 10 girls Partici- depend on Student interest, Len- 
think was a real plus,” Lenfest pating at the end of the Season, fest said. Possible activities in- 
ia. 5 tes ; : 5 


mud: The biggest plus is that he eos @ 

rOom.2: i 0 
to 3:30 each afternoon’ under 
ervised conditions. The We 


lee youth assoc. \ 


John S. “ee 
LEE YOUTH Association president, Roy Martin, at left, presents certificate to 
Christopher Whalen for design of the new organization logo. The logo is displayed at 
rear. 


Lee Youth Assn. seeks members 


LEE — The Lee Youth Associ- has printed 2,500 buttons with scription for an activities direc-| 
ation kicked off a membership Whalen’s design. tor from data obtained from the’) 
drive with a meeting attended The organization will sell the Pittsfield YMCA, Dalton Youth? 
by more than 60 persons at the buttons for contributions of 50 Center, and the Lenox Commu 
Airoldi Building last night. cents or more. Proceeds will be nity Center. | 

Roy Martin, association presi- used to build a treasury for pro- 
dent, presented an award to posed association activities. 

Christopher Whalen, a Lee high “By buying the buttons you'll The Qu i [ 
I 
62 Church $ 


school senior for his design of all be showing support for the 
the new Lee Youth Association Lee Youth Association,” said 
| 


logo. Patricia Carlino, association 
Whalen’s design, which shows member. ‘I hope you'll all 
Starting Today - Come in| 
quilting needs - lo 


a sun rising on a walking figure, pledge your support.” 
was chosen from more than 20 In order to come up with a 
entries. The youth is the son of well-researched series of ae 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Whalen of grams, the association is po! ng 
St. James Ave. all elementary and high schoo! 
The association, which is students in town on what activi- 
trying to generate more activi- ties are needed. ‘The association 
ties for 


the youth of the town, is also putting together a job de- 


ar 
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LAUREL STREET in Lee would 


LEE — The state Department of Public 
Works has reaffirmed its plans to rebuild 
Laurel Street along with the rest of Route 
20 north from here within the next five 
years. 

The state DPW plans to upgrade about 
2.6 miles of Route 20 from the Center 
Street bridge over the Housatonic River 
north to the intersection with Route 7 and 
the Lenox Bypass near Cranwell School. 

According to a letter from district high- 
way engineer Ellsworth Sammet to the 
Berkshire County Regional Planning 
Commission, the project will involve ‘“re- 
construction of this federal-aid primary 
highway to federal primary highway 
standards.” This will include the con- 
struction of safety shoulders on the 
roadway and the addition of truck climb- 
ing lanes, he said. 
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John S. Egan 


be reconstructed Route 7 in Lenox. State has already indicated intent to 
under plans being considered by the state. Project replace iron bridge across Housatonic River, from 
would continue north on Route 20 to intersection with where photo was taken. 


State reaffirms intent to alter 


Sammet invited comments of the 
BCRPC and asked “whether you feel a 
regional input meeting is required or 
bre a local input meeting would suf- 
ice.” 

Design of the widened roadway is 
slated for 1981 and construction for 1985. 


The DPW is studying the possibility of 
adding truck climbing lanes at the sec- 
tion of Route 20 near the Lee-Lenox town 
line, as well as the steep Laurel Hill sec- 
tion of the road. 


Acquisition of additional right-of-way 
from private property-owners will be nec- 
essary, according to Bernard Hayes, as- 
Sistant projects engineer for the regional 
DPW office. Hayes said the project is 
just entering the planning stages and it is 


too early to tell where sections of right- 


aoa / = ~ = 


Rte. 20 north from Lee bridge 


of-way will have to be acquired. 

Hayes also said that the state had not 
made a definite decision on whether to 
add the climbing lane on Laurel Street, 
although it would like to do so. He said 
there would be public meetings on the 
project. 

“We're just starting, doing a study,” 
Hayes said. “So at this point we really 

- don’t know whether a truck climbing lane 
will be added. there. But it’s a distinct 
possibility.” 

A plan offered a few years ago for wid- 
ening Laurel Street called for the road to 
be raised several feet where it now 
passes between steep banks, and for re- 
placement of the iron bridge in such a 
way that the sharp curve at the foot of 
Laurel Street would be made more grad- 
ual. 
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T4—The Berkshire Eagle, Monday, July 21, 1980 


ON THE BLOCK will 


fireplace fender. 
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go these items in the benefit auction for the Stockbridge 
Library Saturday at St. Paul’s Church. Pauline Pierce of the library holds a Japa- 
nese print by Saito and auctioneer David H. Wood holds a piece of pressed glass. On 
the walnut drop-leaf sewing table is a West Trov, N.Y., pitcher, another piece of 
pressed glass and an Oriental rug. In front of the table is an oil painting and a brass 
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Steve Moore 
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Rockwell item on biock for library 


STOCKBRIDGE — Among the vid H. Wood, curator of the Cor- 
items to be featured in the ner House, will be the 
Stockbridge Library’s benefit auctioneer. 
auction Saturday will be a Also included will be a series 
signed, limited edition litho- of posters by Walter Scott of 
graph by Norman Rockwell, ac- Stockbridge of Seiji Ozawa. The 
cording to Pauline Pierce who.is posters will be autographed by 
coordinating the sale. Ozawa. 

The print will be donated by There will also be a pair of 
the Corner: House. ) paintings by Franklin R. Jones 

The auction will begin at 10 of Stockbridge. The watercolors 
a.m. under a tent behind St. are of the Glendale power sta- 
Paul’s Church rain or shine. Da- tion and the Mission House. 


20—The Berkshire Eagle, Friday, June 6, 1980 


Ms. Pierce said persons wish- 
ing to donate items for the sale 
should do so early this week to 
facilitate cataloging them for } 
the sale. ¢ 

She said the items donated so © 
far range from silver and Imari ( 
ware to furniture, § 

The sale is one of the major f 
fund-raising events for the li- \ 
brary. 
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Area hockmohile 


Several Lee stores try 
Thursday night hours 


By Nathan L. Wilbur Staying open late on Friday,’ 
LEE — The advent of Pevaner said, “was so that we 
Thursday evening shopping Would not be competing with 
hours last night didn’t bring out Pittsfield.” Pittsfield businesses 
the crowds, but the businessmen Temain open Thursday evenings 


along Main Street still expect He added, however, that “that  * Ar9A2 ayIS 
the experiment to peeuness reason’s pretty dead now.” ranean cate ojelies,, f 
commercial success. Bingo blamed 3s Jo somyttod aup,, a 


W. Mark Wheeler, proprietor Pevzner said bingo gameixe ue wl ,,Ajuatd 
of Lee Pharmacy, reflected held Friday evenings at Sad pnoo ato ays 
upon the light turnout of shop- Mary’s School were the primar jo, # sed diyssa | | 
pers. “If I knew it was going to reason for the businesses’ switikpeerye aaey yorum | 
be like this all summer, I to Thursday nights. “The gamuy ul syoeqino ay} 
wouldn t be open next draw a good percentage of shcou uaAo pue peanut 
Thursday,” he said, “but I think pers away from Main Street, azour pue Sujuajygn) 
it has possibilities to get better.” there’s no sense in competi s,wurey ul ¢{S2}21S 


The Lee businesses’ shift from with that,” he said. 


Friday to Thursday evening op- Peyzner said two banks, /ornjos juaseid ino jo 
erating hours was proposed by Lee National Bank and the Iuayqosd juewofeuew 
Jack B. Pevzner, owner of Savings Bank, will soon adj) oo] jo eieseIN 


Jack's Department Store, at the 


last meeting of the Lee Chamber the Main Street storjzoys AB19ue 9aS [IIA 


with us it’ll be a lot better,” he 
said. “Most of the payrolls get 
paid on Thursday, and people 
will be able to cash their checks 
at tha hanke urhan *Hoxis* sihos- 


t | 
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ee group 


to sing at 
| Tanglewood 


Students to back 
Barry Manilow 
in two songs. 

LEE — Twenty-nine students 


from Lee High School have been 
| chosen to accompany popular 

singer Barry Manilow in con- 

certs July 28 and 29 at Tan- 
glewood. : 

The school chorus will accom- 
pany Manilow in two songs, 
“One Voice” and “I Write-The 
Songs.” 

The singers were selected to 
perform with Manilow on the 
basis of the school’s active sup- 

| port of UNICEF projects under 
the direction of the Lee Key 

Club, a student community serv- 
\ice organization. 

The Key Club has provided a 
variety of -activities to benefit 
the United Nations’ emergency 
fund for needy children. These 
activities included the sponsor- 
ing of a haunted house for Lee- 
children in 1978 and the cutting 
and selling of firewood last year. 

Manilow requested that choirs 
from local schools associated 

with UNICEF be included in’ 
concerts in 36 cities during his 
current four-month tour, and an- 
nounced that he would make a | 
personal donation to the fund be- 
fore the tour’s end. In doing so 
he followed the example of 
many popular recording groups, | 
including the Bee Gees, which 
have donated royalties from hit 
| songs for UNICEF’s benefit. / 

Students named ) 
The students are: sopranos, | 
Robin Bailey, Debbie Benzie, | 
Kim Bivona, Lauren Ennis, | 
Elizabeth Geoffroy, Barbara | 
Passetto, Kathy Pannozzo, 
Dawn Retzel, Brenda Thomas, ) 


mtn 


ro 


Bernadette Williams; tenors, 
Bruce Birch, Matt Carty, Dan 
| Geoffroy, Rob Sorrentino, Jason 
| Winn. 


Altos, Denise Audet, Doreen 
Cook, Jean Drake, Susan Dirin, 
Chris Furcinite, Kathy Somes, | 
| Patty Tourville, Susan Warden, ) 
Debbie Zannelli; baritones, Bob ! 
Carty, Bob Ferrelli, Steve Hay- 
\den, Scott Lindsay, Don Zu- 
kowski. 
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: DISCUSSING the proposed purchase of the Method- 
ist Church and parsonage on High Street in Lee are, 


Nathan L. Wilbur 


Committee members Mary Ellen McDonald, Chairman 
James H, Dolan and William F. Tyer. 


; 6, 


from left, Selectman Maria D. Bettega and School 


Lee school board seeks action 
on acquisition of church site 


By Nathan Wilbur 


+ LEE — Three members of the Lee 
: School Committee appeared before the 
* Selectmen last night to discuss what 
* steps must be taken by the town to pur- 
» chase the Methodist Church and parson- 
‘age on High Street. 
* Committee Chairman James H. Dolan 
* and committee members William F. Tyer 
« and Mary Ellen McDonald reminded the 
Selectmen that the committee had unani- 
' mously recommended the purchase of the 
~ property following its July 17, 1979, meet- 
ing with church officials and Selectman 
Maria D. Bettega. The purchase price for 
the one-acre lot containing the church 
and and parsonage, Tyer said, was 
$65,000, 

Dolan said the School Committee, fol- 
lowing the meeting, had assumed that it 
was up to the town to call a special town 

~ meeting to vote funds for the purchase. 
Mrs. Bettega said the Selectmen, for 
their part, had assumed that the article 
proposing the purchase of the property 
would be drawn up by the school com- 
mittee. 


Selectman William M. Murphy said the 
Selectmen felt that the School Committee 
should be involved. 


“We waited to hear from the com- 
mittee and the church, but the church 
never got back to us,”’ Murphy said. 

* * * * 


In response to a question from Tyer, 
both Murphy and Mrs. Bettega said they 
favored the purchase of the property by 
the town. Murphy said he expected that a 
special town meeting would be called in 
June or July to consider articles to be 
proposed by the Lee Youth Association, 
and suggested that an article calling for 
the purchase of the church property be 
included on the warrant. 


Dolan said the school committee would 
meet with Town Counsel Jerome Scully 
to determine if the committee or the Se- 
lectmen should initiate the drafting of the 
article for the town meeting. 

Tyer added, “It’s been a year since the 
church committee came to us. The 
church people should know that we’re not 
dragging our feet on this any longer.” 


RETIRING Chairman William F. Powers, third 
from left, posed last night with other members of Lee’s 
Conservation Commission. They are, from left, Ronald 
R. Smith, Kenneth W. Milligan, Powers, A 


cae 


Tyer, at the June 9 Selectmen’s meet- 
ing, told the board that the school com- 
mittee ‘thas been interested for years’ in 
acquiring land adjoining Lee Central 
School for the construction of a play- 
ground for its students. 

Last night Dolan said the church prop- 
erty could be ‘‘effectively used now” for 
that purpose. He added that the parson- 
age could be sold and the building be 
moved by the purchaser, thus clearing an 
area for a playground. 

Ee Me Lt: 


In other action, the Selectmen an- 
nounced the resignation of William F. 
Powers from the town’s Conservation 
Commission. 

In a letter to the Selectmen, Powers 
said “‘ill health’ had prompted his deci- 
sion .o resign. Powers had served as the 
commission’s chairman for the past 10 
years. 

Mrs. Bettega said the board accepted 
Powers’s resignation, which will become 
effective July 1, ‘‘with regret.’’ Mrs. Bet- 
tega commended Powers for his dedica- 
tion and efforts on behalf of the town. 


nne B. 
Sak Bg _ 


Erring 
William R. Ingram. Powers’s resignation, prompted by 


ill health after 10 years’ service as commission chair- 
man, will become effective July 1. 


Nathan L. Wilbur 


ton, Stuart A. Dalheim, Susan L. Lawrence and 
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i‘, ; _ By Milton R. Bass 

In an attempt to “bring dance to the 
broadest possible audience and develop a 
new audience” for its summer season, 
the Jacob’s Pillow Dance Festival in 


) tions, according to an announcement by 
¥ artistic director Liz Thompson. 
: The first outside production will be a 
_ dance concert at Springfield’s recently 
- __ renovated Symphony Hall on Oct. 4 with 
1 a company yet to be decided upon. Ja- 
___ Cob’s Pillow’s participation in this will be 
_ solely as producer, said Ms. Thompson, 
__ who is just completing her first year as 
t artistic director. She said there are no 
i so right now for a Jacob’s Pillow tour- 
VG ig company. 


*, The Pillow also is exploring the possi- 
Nility of some concert in the Berkshire 
“on Inn ballroom in Pittsfield this fall, 
‘sding to Ms. Thompson and John 

, general manager of the Hilton. 
tol said the hotel does an excep- 
| business in late September and 
october, especially from bus tour- 


r winter prec 


_ Becket is planning some winter produc- © 


*% 


bridge about the possibility of staging 
productions that would entertain tourists 
and local people. The BTF has logistic 
problems in putting on a play, he said, so 
a dance group might be much more fea- 


sible. 

“Tf we do not manage to bring it off 
this year,” said Bristol, “then hopefully 
next year. The hotel is ready to under- 
write some of the programs to get them 
going.” 

Ms. Thompson said “Springfield has 
shown a lively interest, and we are look- 
ing forward to our concert there as a pi- 
lot project.” 

e@ Oct. 4 concert is the only one 
planned there so far this season, she said. 

When Ms. Thompson took over as di- 
rector last, year, she said she hoped to ex- 
pand the Pillow’s overall program into 
the community with both its: outreach 
schedule and possibly some concerts in 
the winter season. She lives on Long Is- 
land but has made the Pillow her second 


: ee me) 
business manager Linda Cliggett and ad- ee 
eee assistant G. Francis Cos) 
elloe. he: 
“Becket is our home base year-round,” | _ 
said Ms. Thompson, “and we have no in-} — 
tention of changing that in any way.” ‘ 
Jacob’s Pillow, the oldest dance festi-} 
val in the United States, dates back tof 
1931 when Ted Shawn, already a major | 
dance figure, purchased the property. He| 
bought the Pillow as a vacation retreat | 
and a place where he could train and re- \! 
hearse his new all-male dance company, | 
with which he toured the country. 


The Jacob’s Pillow Dance School was 
established in 1941 by Mary Washington 
‘Ball who leased the Pillow from Shawn We 
for that year. : | ; 


After World War II and its gas-ration- 
ing problems, the Pillow, under Shawn, | 
went through a period of growth with new 
buildings, the enlargement of the theater 
and acclaim throughout the world. 

_ Shawn continued as director until his | 
death in 1972. It was run subsequently by ys 
John Christian, Walter Terry, Charles 
Reinhart and Norman Walker until Ms. 
Thompson took over last year. 3 


; yho are viewing the fall foliage, and home on a year-round basis and will be 
Pass | d he was looking for something that _spending time in Becket this winter with 
we UN | 
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Lee Salebration 
draws tourists, 


| " 


LEE — The First Congrega- the First Congregational Church 


townspeople 


By Nathan Wilbur 


LEE — Richard Hommes, 
member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and chief organizer 
of the Lee Salebration Days, 
said this weekend’s festival of 
Sales, games, dinners and musi- 
cal entertainment was “a huge 


‘’ success.” 


The turnout of townspeople 
_ and visitors for the weekend’s 
events, Hommes said, ‘‘was 
above all our expectations. 
There were so many people on 
the street Friday and Saturday 
that it (the town) looked like a 
summer resort.”’ 

Hommes credited the Salebra- 
tion’s success to participation in 
the weekend's activities by town 
employers and the Lee Library. 
The Kimberly-Clark and Mead 
corporations, he said, mounted 
an exhibit in the library describ- 
ing the process of papermaking, 
and the library conducted two 
sales of books. 

The elimination of parking on 
Main Street Friday and Satur- 
day alleviated traffic problems 
that had plagued last year’s fes- 
tival, Hommes said. “The police 
did a fine job of directing the 
traffic and pedestrians,” he 
said. “We didn’t have a single 
accident.” 


Brisk trade 


In addition, Hommes said, 
more businesses on Main Street 
became involved in the Salebra- 
tion. As a result, he said, the 
merchants enjoyed a brisk 
trade. “Every one of them said 
it was a success,” he said. 


and Sunset Farms of Tyr- 
ingham, which featured a dis- 
play and sale of maple sugar 
syrup and candies. 

The Salebration must have 
seemed endless to members of 
the Larry Gilbert Banjo Band. 
The band played on and off from 
10 to 5 p.m. on Friday. Then, 
Hommes said, it performed Sat- 
urday from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
at the Morgan House alley, fol- 
lowed by a 6:30 to 11 p.m. stint 
at the Tri-Town Rotary tent and 
a final 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. session 
at the Morgan House. 

The Rotary’s Gay Nineties 
Funfest Saturday night drew one 
of the weekend’s largest crowds, 
which Hommes estimated at 
“about 600.” But the credit for 
the Salebration’s success, he 
said, could not be traced to any 
one event. 

“The whole town came out,” 
Hommes said. “It was a fantas- 
tic response.” 


Art show, sale 
features work 


of 25 artists 


LENOX — Paintings, sculp- 
ture, drawings and photographs 
by 25 artists are on display at 
the first art exhibit and sale at 
the Community Center. The 
show is sponsored by the Lenox 
Arts Council. 

Exhibiting artists are: Alice 
Bergan, John D. Blake, Maura 


tional Church’s bicentennial from 1792 to 1833, will address 
committee and the Rev. Walter the congregation at the church’s 
S. Ryan, pastor of the church, regular service. 

have announced a schedule of Other events will include a 
special events to mark the film festival Aug. 25 through 
church’s 200th anniversary. Aug. 29 at 8 p.m. in the church’s 

Three commemorative church main building. The movies, in 
services are planned for Aug. 24, order of presentation, will be 
Aug. 31 and Sept. 7. The “Five Little Pennies,” “Song 
church’s celebrations will begin Without End,” “The Life and 
with a brief service Aug. 24 at 10 Times of Grizzly Adams,” and 
a.m. in the church park, to be “The Music Man.” Admission 
followed by the regular Sunday for each film will be 25 cents per 
service at 10:30. Mr. Ryan said person. 
he will address the subject of The church will sponsor a pub- 
the church’s bicentennial in a lic celebration Aug. 30 from 2 to 
sermon during the regular serv- 6 p.m. in the park. A barbersho 
ice. 1\ ; 

Several guest clergy will par- }\ a ft i 
ticipate in the church’s Aug. 31 | | ‘ 
service, Mr. Ryan said, includ- | 1 i 
ing the Rev. James Goode | a8) UP tee: 
Brown of New Hampshire, the 4 
Rey. Robert E. Christenson, as- 
sociate pastor of Old South rr nian ; 
Church in Boston and son of = = — Suk hea 
Mrs. H. Lloyd Christenson of | ; 
Debra Avenue, and the Rev. 
John G. Gaskill of Sheffield, pas- 
tor emeritus of the United | 
Church of New Marlborough. 

On Sept. 7, Mr. Ryan said, the 
Rey. Alfred E. Williams Jr., 
Massachusetts Conference min- 
ister for the United Church /of 
Christ, and the Rev. John Hyde atts iG 
of Williams College, great- ay 
grandson of the Rev. Alyan ber <UL gp ht, Saini 
Hyde who served as pastor of Pe aaa peas ae ° 
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Boenitz, Tot Burke, Carol Frary, 
Diana L. Gala, Mary Gala, 
Kathleen Guy, Mildred Hado, 
Marie Hecht, Miriam Hirsch, 
Annette Lachman, Art Marasco, 
Rachel Messer, Elna Nugent, 
Scott Pensivy, Josephine Pigna- 
telli, Sandy Ray, Edward Rubi- 
now, Jack Sadoway, Paul 
Silberman, Arthur gt Rob- 


show Hommes added that the 
lick, Chamber’s hope of attracting 
Gul- more out-of-town visitors to 
|, all town this year was realized. “On 
Friday and Saturday,” he said, 
lass “we had more tourists walking 
with the streets than natives.” 
nan The Chamber of Commerce’s 
i, 27 tent in the parking lot in front of 


lorence 
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Lee church to mark bicentennial 


chorus, the Berkshire Hillsmen 
from Pittsfield, will perform, in 
addition to a mime and a magi- 
cian. A face make-up booth and ; 
games for children will be pro- 
vided, souvenir plates and but- 
tons bearing the image of the 
church will be sold, and hot dogs 
and other refreshments will be 
served. 

In addition, guided tours of the 
church will be conducted from 1 
to 4 p.m. 

The church will also present a 
concert by a madrigal chorus 
Aug. 31 at 2:30 p.m. at the 
church, The concert will be open 
to the public at no charge. 
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